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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICHBIF, TDUSRZHZD/INIRUTT,

oL@ MEIBDF L &L D,

RENELCRNELD. LoDDEBFORBZESCENALTT,

CDDSADXIRIL, HEE1 RTI,

Hi there. I’'m Mr. Harrison, your teacher.

It's time to start. Remember, during any discussion, it's very important to listen carefully
in order to avoid misunderstandings.

This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

XERIF AL 2020 FENSINZEDERBHEZRIE LK D ERETLUTNET,
SHEMICE. NWERONDIF2SLAZHRETUTC REBZ/NES5-6FEDIERBRICT D
ECEIC, NERTIDDOBBZIFENSICRBEILIDHEEATI, CNZ2TT. BE
DEBROERAFTERCIE. BEDITEEZIESIEBHEILUL, REFOILEYT—
YVIVICERERTCIZU Y RV ZRH I IS HBIBHOTNET,

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, also known as MEXT,
is currently looking into improving English education for elementary school students,
starting in the 2020 academic year. Specifically, they’re planning to revise the elementary
school curriculum. They'll formally introduce English classes for grades five and six, and
may even move up the introduction of foreign language classes to grade three. Because
of this, private cram schools and English conversation schools have started to change the
way they teach. They’re introducing lessons that emphasize speaking and making
presentations, too.

SBIR TREBEHEI 2HET —VIC. TOUVSATIE. TNERTOERBHEB] [CDUNT
BmLalNE L&D,

Today, our theme for all levels will be “English Education,” and in this class, we’ll be talking
about “English education in elementary schools.”

It's Discussion Timel!




Mr. Harrison:

R, NERCTREZBENOERENIRDANSNTNET, NFRCTORBHUBISE
FIFITRBRAICE DTN ET UL D,

TlE. BENERDOARBHICEBEZHZIBOHDIRDICEDEBNEIN?

Currently, English-language activities are being introduced at elementary schools.
English education at elementary schools is thereby going to be improved even more in the
future.

So, why do you think they’re going to start teaching it officially in elementary school?

Sakura:

FlE. HROFEDTO—NIUEDBRICHDIERBNET, BEARTIE. SUSEEE
NEBDERADKRDSNTNET, NEROEBBTRBZSICHITDC L, F%H
RICEBEMCEDIAMZE CDCED—MITERDERBINNET,

| think that it's because of the globalization both of society and the economy. In today’s
global society, we need internationally minded individuals with strong language skills.
Improving English education in elementary schools will help to cultivate people who can
contribute to society in the future.

Yoko:

MWEZDBNET, HAHEBOPTE., HICEER. ZIOETRAZBE LU TEODNTL
D, REBANBEEBOOVOEDTT, ZOIEH. NERTERBHEBICHZEZANIDEN
DCENRERNET,

| think so, too. English is an extremely useful foreign language because it’s the official
language in many countries and it's spoken all over the world. | think that’s the reason
elementary schools are making an effort to introduce English education.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIMR., PIPDIFRZBEDE—HIZIL. BE. PETEERIC/NER TDREM
BIEDMEE > CVET, F/E. EU EBETE. RHSEFENMEBAINTNT, REEZH
BEUTVRVNEOZLAN INERTERBZHZTNET,

TlE. NERTREBOZZZBHDCELIE. CEARBRBERDNDDEBNETIN?

Yes, Asian countries in the non-English-speaking world—places like Korea and China, for
example—are starting to make English a mandatory subject. And European Union
countries are introducing early language learning, too. So, many countries where English
is not the mother tongue are teaching English in elementary school.

Okay then, why do you think that introducing English lessons in elementary school is
important?

Sakura:

BLN6REBZE U TCENLICHANDCET. FHIEEMHNEDEONEEICHEHEKZ
%D&DLf NEINZEEA.

By coming into contact with foreign culture through English at a young age, children are
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likely to become interested in foreign cultures and languages.

Mr. Harrison:
ZDOTIN, REBEOMBIDCET, WRHALDDFII,
That’s right. Studying English opens up a wider world.

Yoko:
HEBIITEDCTRVNERBDNOSZAREDINDNNEBNET, FHHASND. 05720
CERRBICRSBRNERDDOINTUELD U BUHBHDLZRSITEEZEZDCEN
TSI,

| think that students should learn English as early as possible. At a young age, it's easy to
admit when you don’t know something, and you can learn how to study while having fun.

Mr. Harrison

3BFE, BARBONBEVSVNERBCHDINFECE ST, MSBRNCTERFIDD DR
52 CHB. IERRBODENENDRIRD DD ZDTI, ICEHDEIN?

| see. So, you'’re saying that because elementary school students are at a stage where
they don’t know much Japanese, they have less resistance to learning English, even
though it's completely new to them. Any other ideas?

Sakura:

INSBEOBNOEEBICMNDICET, BARBICBRNSDRIBE UTEICAD, ESOH
SDICRKNREEZSZDDTIERNTLULEDD,

By coming into contact with English from a young age, they can get used to hearing
sounds that don’t exist in Japanese, and it can have a good effect on their pronunciation
and listening ability.

Mr. Harrison:
HEBZEDOIHICEZSRIEOVESRBNTORDREEREREEL. NFEEICIE. KDRUT
HOTNEBZDIAENFTT, PERMEOZEDORINEN ENDCEDNBRHFINET
1,

Some people say that it’s easier for elementary school students to learn basic things like
greetings and self-introductions that you study in the early stages of learning English. So,
they’ll be able to absorb things more efficiently during their studies in junior high school
and beyond.

TlE. TNOSINERTREBZARABHICBALTCNBEICIE. EARERBDNKELZE
BUNEID?

If they really do make big changes to English teaching in elementary schools, what kind of
things will the education system have to do to get ready?

Sakura:




INTOERTHBE UILHBERBOKEMRIESNDLDIC, BEREDIBBABTZLOD
DERTTITDCENRUZERBNET,

It will be important to consider what goals to set and what should be taught so that all
schools will be able to ensure that they have a common curriculum and standards.

Yoko:

FIE. ZNICNZ T ZRICHZ DIEEDASHEROHENARTRIZEBNET,

Also, they’ll have to make certain that they have enough teachers and that they’re properly
trained.

Mr. Harrison:
“AEBNDDNNERZLTINE UL, EBEIDRICE>TEREEFvL VY
[C7$DE/DODT, BHFIEZERHIZRAES TR TUINTRNEBINET,
AVF2SACBBAEBOREDEDIC, REICXT I DEELL. FEDNCEABRTENDHD
XIN?

You've both made some good points. | think there will be a lot of big challenges for
administrators, so the government will have to provide a great deal of support to schools.
Apart from the curriculum and administrative support, what other considerations are there
as to the students themselves?

Sakura:
FEBDEIBZERIDINENDHDZDTY, DFD. HHEREDFEBED/NS VA%
B ITRDMUBIZEBNET,

They’ll have to give consideration to the work load on the children. | mean, they’ll need to
find ways to balance language teaching with the other subjects.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTL&DMR, SHIG. NERTORBHBICDONT, BTADRRZEICENT
SFUL, BLERETREBZEATDIE, HONEBOBRICETENICERKLEENNT
NWET, NERDOSERBEZZSCSCEZUTCEFICCZRE LATINESDNLWWTT
R, ZNIETO—NIVRRETHRINTDEHIC, E2EBNBFEHEFOAMNEZ L H
HIETICZRDTL& D,

That's right. Today, we’ve heard Sakura and Yoko’s opinions about English education in
elementary schools. In addition to introducing English at an earlier stage, there’s also a
movement toward introducing other foreign languages. It would be great if students could
enjoy learning and speaking English during elementary school. That would help to
produce people with stronger foreign language skills better equipped to succeed in
international environments

SEDT—VIE [NERTORBHE] TUIL,
HIRFEARQITTUL, CODER. 2R&E2/RTT,

Today’s topic has been “English education in elementary schools.”

4




This class was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
The class for Grade 2 and Pre-2 is coming up next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIZ. B A,

TA42ANYYIVDRBETI, ARSADRBREDNEITDICENRELULHCLUTNET,
Hello, everyone.

It's time for our discussion. I'm looking forward to hearing all of your opinions today.

CDOSRIE, BE2Hk « E2HQITTT,
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

BUEIE. 2020 FNSINEREFF CRBZEDNRHRICIDCEZHEETLUTCNET, C
NOFTERITTC. REHBERTEHAICIRBHUBEDHADNEATINET,

The government is looking into introducing English as a formal subject in the upper grades
of elementary school from 2020. Based on these plans, the private education industry is
developing new types of English lessons.

SHIE IRBHE] 2HET —VICLTNET,

CDOSATIE, TEEFZZSICE. TI—TEBADLY XY, EBE5MNERD
N Z27—NICELENEWNERINFET,

Today’s overall theme is “English Education,” and in this class, we’ll be discussing the
question, “Which type of English conversation class is better, private or group?”

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:

BRFEL Y RAVICIE., BROEFENSNTDIIN—TLvRVE, 15x31 TOBAL Y
AVNDBHNDFT, REBZFZSETIEIESSDNKDKVERIZEBNEID,

With English conversation lessons, there are group lessons with multiple students
attending, and private lessons that are conducted one on one with the teacher. Which do
you think is a better choice when learning English?

Sakura:

F. 1 @BEEDDORSENZIMEAL Y ZVYDNNEBNET, E<SAGFEICEND
TEDDT, WRHLENDEBOINSTY,

| think that a private lesson is better because you get a lot of time to speak in each lesson.
You'll improve more quickly since you're speaking more.
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Yoko:
MWIZDORRBICKRIITY, FAld. TIL—TUvAYVDOBEHNNRRNCERNET ., 5
WKRIRED S AXA EDBRSCENTEFT,

| disagree. | think that a group lesson is more effective.

You can learn new phrases by listening to your classmates.

&f

Mr. Harrison:

W3 EENWRT Y T,

Tl =<bxh. ZBEBOEBAL Y RVICDWTE>EFELTLIZEL,
Those are both good points.

So Sakura, tell us more about private English lessons.

Sakura:

I, BALVYRYDOX )Y FELUT, BODOBRICGDEIZAUF2SL0ZED
TESZBDRNDDFT ., BIZIE. RHEDHEXTHRD, BRICHITIZERIRETY,
Well, one of the main advantages of a private lesson is that you can have a curriculum
developed to match your goals. For example, your lessons can focus on preparing for a
specific exam or for studying abroad.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFOTIR, BALYRYTIE, A= —XA ROAJF2SLAEZFTDRICENTEZX
913,

Yes, in a private lesson, you can get a curriculum that’s designed especially for you.

Yoko:
TIV—TUyRAVEESHICTERDIFTOENF CDERBNET, MEEHE-EZD. £&
BIELZVWECBENDTDINSTT, MARLRITNIE. Ly RYTEICENTET,
WFDOULNTIND, LoDD#RINIEL. BEZK > TISRICHDCENTEET,

| think that being part of a group lesson makes you want to try harder. You want to keep
up or even do better than your classmates, so you work harder. If | don’t study and | can’t
answer questions in class, | feel embarrassed in front of my classmates, but if | study hard,
| can participate in lessons with confidence.

Mr. Harrison:

S, DSRICHEDNDCEE. BADEFR—IY3VESHTINTIT L, @
AUYRYTIE. ZDURMBPEIENEEAD, ZEZEDDIRHERDEDEHDTL
£DND?

As you said, having other people in class with you can motivate you. So, in a private
lesson where you don’t have any classmates, what becomes your motivation?

Sakura:




IHFECA. RIFICED] EFEDNDRERTLELDN?
I’'m sorry. What do you mean by “becomes your motivation?”

Mr. Harrison:

#UWKRIRTUIZR, CNIE TEIDDRIZERESED L TCNDDTIN, METdRICS
BRDTINI ELVDEKRTT,

Ah, yes, that’s a difficult phrase.

It means, “What motivates you?” or “What encourages you to study hard?”

Sakura:
HONEDSTNFET, 2DTINR BALVYRYTIR, FEEDII2TT—Y3Y
DBCEDFT, BDT, FERBRICONTRIDEBELTIIZSD., M DOEADICED
ZUyYy RAUNTEIDERBNET, TNHFEBZEDDIRIBICZDZEDTI,

Thank you. Hmm. For me, | think that | can build a strong relationship with my teacher if |
take a private lesson. Then, the teacher understands me better and creates lessons that
match my skills and personality. As a result, | want to study harder.

Mr. Harrison:

BBFE, BIERP BINA ZADEDZDEMANEHF T 1,
Tl =Ty AYVDRRIEMICEDHDFTINH ?

Right. Getting the right advice can help us keep studying.
Now, are there any other advantages to group lessons?

Yoko:

[F0\ BEOERDNDZH. POT1ET « DEBHDLNDET, 2EZAEFO—-ILTU
— V0, TANR—ERBRENTREICEDFT, DRI ZDMORBRNSEDT XY
PR CEETEFTI L

Yes. When you have many students, you can do many different types of activities. For
example, you can role-play or have debates. There are also a lot of really fun English
games that you can do in groups. You can also have class events for Christmas and
other holidays.

Mr. Harrison:
[FU BHEOEREDNNDESTIFRBRPITET A ZIDANDCENTEF IR,
Yes, there are a variety of activities that you can do in group classes.

Mr. Harrison

ABDZERERZDAIC,. REBDDVSATEZDBMRBERIREZDUBNALELLD, =D
DEEDOICENR LS DN SEUVEE “What's the difference between A and B?" &1
F, BEL. SEITDNREIT TR TER\EEIE “Could you say that again, but this time
speak more slowly? (E D2 —EE > TC<NFIMN SERFE>ED><DFELTIIZELY”
EENFT, BLIOL—X0, BREBETERETESRNCENLNHDESIE “What did you
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mean by X?"EE< CENTEFET,

So, before we end our discussion today, I'd like to share a few useful phrases that you can
use in English classes. When you don’t understand the difference between two words or
grammar points you can ask: “What’s the difference between A and B?” If the person was
speaking too quickly to understand, you can say: “Could you say that again, but this time,
speak more slowly?” If there is a phrase or even an opinion that you didn’t understand,
you can ask: “What did you mean by X?”

ROZCHOXROBRBAICEBELUCHFEZDERINTI,
| hope that you’ll be able to use these phrases the next time that you need them.

BSA. REBZRVCZENTNDDT, SODRRFEL v R VICDNWTODERIS. &
TEREULERBICBE>ZERBNET, JIL—TEBAL Y RVEZNZNRV\RDD
BDCENDNDDHURL, TNHE. BODBRICESICIIETHREBOMAZHITTNE
FL&D

Well, since both of you love learning English, you naturally have a lot of opinions about this
topic, so we were able to have a great discussion today. Both group and private lessons
have their good points. | hope that you'll continue to study English in the way that works
best for you.

SAld. MERFEZSICE. TIL—TEBADL YRV, EB5HWNWERDND IED
WCT 1 RANvIY3VULKUEL,

This time, we discussed the question, “Which type of English conversation class is better,
private or group?”

RIR2REE2HRDTTLUIEZ, COHLEF, 3R&4HRTT,

That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part II Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. BT A,

FMDIEETT, BBNICFZEIT T #ABRSADERZENE TIZS),
COODRE BEIM&4HRBIT T,

Hello, everyone. It's discussion time.

Raise your hand and let me hear your opinions. This class is targeted for Grade 3 and 4.

SHOHBT -V, [EBHE] TT,
Today’s theme is “English Education.”




INERDS-6FEND, REBEZENSHERE U TCRSTEMRFTSNTNET, B
A CHECZDEARAZERITILCHIC, BFEIEFHUNWRBHEDEAZBIELTNE
ER

There is discussion about making English an official subject in the Japanese curriculum for
Grades 5 and 6 in elementary school. The government wants to cultivate Japanese
people who can succeed in the global community, so the goal is to introduce new English
education.

C@Oi??‘g\ FQQD C*L\J ET Vlc_oﬁbmb\rb\tub\é:"@'o
The topic of this class is “your experiences with English.”

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:
SSAld, BEZZLOCEFBFETIN?
Everyone, do you like studying English?

Sakura:
[FU) IFETT, REBHTESDIERUHDLNDNSTT,
Yes. If I can understand English, | can enjoy things more.

Mr. Harrison:
EoODUHRBLTINEINH?

Can you explain more?

Sakura’

BORERNTD LIEADEKRD DD . ETEINLIBNELT,
%m\b\ NANSEBHADOBREZRIKLDICED., MAIKDELSSADBTEZRL
HDIKDICEDFE UL,
When [ listen to songs in English, | can understand some of the lyrics, so this makes me
really happy. | also listen to different kinds of foreign music, so | have been able to enjoy
much more music than before.

Mr. Harrison:

BRBEE. AOT«+ —ZRLDBDOEZDTIN, RIEERUEHD OB E, BEBETD
KIRENBNBERNDCENTEFH IR, HDOAFIEDTLLDN?

| see. It’s nice to enjoy the melody, but if you can understand the lyrics, it helps to learn
different English expressions. What about the rest of you?

Yoko:
MERBEZSCERFEFETY, IICRIIDECADRICADTNET,
| also like studying English because I think it's very useful.
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Mr. Harrison:
EANENDTETULL DD,
Do you mean it’s practical?

Yoko:

Z27CY, BRICWNTE, AP TRBRILZLIIENTET,
ZUCEERDORED P T OV ANEESENICEERFETEELNDIZTT,
Yes. In Japan, | see many city street signs in English.

And, I'm really glad when | understand English announcements on trains.

Mr. Harrison:

BDICSE. SFXSFRIBPAICRBRIEDDDFIT, REBHNDDDEEMTIXLNA, T
[F. REBZEOLEEEICCTABREENZUIC, KEULCKREREDDITLLDN?

Yes, there are various places with English signs, so it's useful to be able to understand
English. Have you ever made a mistake using English? Could you tell me about such
an experience?

Sakura:

MWE. =X EDUPORAIC, BAOIBNY —)LZRTEICLZES. [Y—L) =
HITFDEN>TERLUTESZFEFATUIL

When | gave my Australian friend some cute Japanese “seals” as a gift, she didn’t
understand what | said. | told her they were “seals.”

Mr. Harrison:
BAED [V—)U]) FRBETRMPIEHSIDOTLLDN?
Do you know how to say “seals” in English now?

Sakura:

HEBTIE “sticker” EWWDEHATESNKUIZ, FIC. RADMED TNDEREHDH
SN oECEEHDF UL, BREAIE. “fridge” EVDEFETI, ” refrigerator”
TRATVEDT, @ZELTNDONUESDDDFEEATUIL,

She told me that they’re called “stickers” in English. On the other hand, | didn’t
understand some English that my friend used. For example, the word “fridge.” | learned
the word as “refrigerator”, so for a while | didn’t know what she was talking about.

Mr. Harrison:

BAETE. STSELHFLEE. HARICKIDIEEDEL, BERENDHDFI,
BOOKREEZRBIT U TINDARMBICNDTLLDN?

In Japanese, there are differences with written and spoken words, between generations,
and with slang. Can anyone else give a story about their experience with English?
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Yoko:

FIFE. DO TBHNDD »—RX T —REICTTOEEE. D54 FRT REEDDIC. TR
T 1 ZRREVNLTULENF U,

When | went to a fast-food restaurant for the first time abroad, | wanted “fried potato,” so |
ordered by saying, “Potato.”

Mr. Harrison:
@AM OZDTULLDN?
What happened then?

Yoko:

754 FRT FTREL, Iv A1 EONBIAMETCETH UL, ZNEEKRULDOIZD
TIDHy ZOEEIC, FADBEHEDOIZT7 51 FIRFTRIE “french fries” E0VD
EHAZATEBWHUIZ,

| got a whole baked potato instead of french fries. It was good, though. | was taught to
say French fries if | wanted “fried potato.”

Mr. Harrison:

BARTEDNTNDANYNTREBR. BRAADERBZED EESICDOVEEZ TUHNE
IENR, TOMICE. BIZEEETIE. BATSD1BD “ground floor”™ SIEEN.
BARTUID 2EF “first floor™ T, BZEREZTCLEDENDCEERHDFT,
Japanese people often make mistakes when they use Japanized or Katakana English.
Also, in England, the “ground floor” is called what Japanese call the first floor. The “first
floor” is what Japanese call the second floor, so this is a common mistake.

Tld. HAESAD—EBIDFATNDEEZ, FRIEEABRTELHBENZNTIN?
You all study English really hard, so how do you hope to use it in the future?

Sakura:
RS RIZBHNDBRICKIZESICENERNT DDICHRBERIITIZNTT,
| think English will be useful when | show my friends around when they come to visit Japan.

Yoko:

FEBIRITOFETI, MDA EDIZI AT —Y 3 VICRBELEAEABUZL)
EBO>TNZET,

| like traveling abroad, so | want to use English as much as | can with the local people
there.

Mr. Harrison:

SIREUREHS, RBZBICDIIDF vV RACEZTCLEEL), CTEIAEITREBEZEST.
E<SAMEZT. EUVVWRBEZSICDIITTNWEFLLD, B0, #BESANREBEE
DCUCHENEBO>TNBCENRIRTDENNTIA,
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When you make a mistake, use it as an opportunity to learn English. Use English as
much as you can and make a lot of mistakes. From them, you'll learn how to speak
correctly. And using English, | hope you will, by all means, accomplish whatever it is you
would like to do.

SHIF. TEBEMI Z27—VICGELEVEUIC,
Today’s topic was “your experiences with English.”

SEDOBHRARZBOR I DI EZOBABEN. T1 XNy Y3 VDOSERHE. BHED
DT IHA ~ (hitp://iwww.radionikkei.jp/Ilr) [C38& L CUVFE T,

ROFE, TFPIFTH] ICDONT T RAYyY3VULET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website.

Next time, we’ll talk about “Annual Events.”

O©NIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION

12




