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Part |: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

DH. HlESh, CDDIDADFTED/NI) AV TT,

CChBE. T ROy Y3 VDOIBETY, BENCSILTIIEE0,
CDODRIF. ERE 1 FRUANILTT,

Hi, everyone. |’ m the teacher for this class, Mr. Harrison.

It" s time for our discussion. Please join in as much as you can.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

10 A1 BIC. REBEBHFRNFHEELTH0 BFELZF UL,

MRSBEILIEL] EVNDBZEBLRYD. 50 FEEEDHRTC S LT,
ENB6 BAZEHE U CEH UL, ZNIE. BANHRICEDINETEIMTI,
October 1 was the 50th anniversary of the start of the Tokaido Shinkansen
Bullet Train service.
In the pursuit of the dream to make transportation faster, there has never been
a fatal accident in 50 years of service, and the bullet train has carried a total of
5.6 billion people. That' s world-class technology that Japan can be proud of.

ZC T, SO, THEME. SO FHDOEREKEI CDONWTTr RAvyavLizihe
BNNFET,

Today, I’ dlike to talk about “What should the bullet train be like 50 years from
now?”

| It's discussion timel

Mr. Harrison:

RBEFEFFRII 50 Fai. MEE U THRTHO TEHR 200 FOUEZEIRUF UL,
REE. BHHR270 FOTE>TNFT,

RO RAE—FRIEAEARLIZEDTNEITH. CNICDNT, A RSAIRK. EDKDIC
RUFEID?

Fifty years ago, the Tokaido Shinkansen Bullet Train became the first train in the
world to run at over 200 kilometers per hour.

Currently, it runs at 270 kilometers per hour.
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The bullet train’ s speed is getting faster and faster. What does everyone think
about that?

Sakura:

AE=FMRNENDEREG. BROREMIADDIBRIEEBRINKT,

BIRICRAN SIZALLBNDZTRAALE™EE. BODRENHICE >ZEDEEBNET,

| think the bullet train’ s speed is one of the greatest accomplishments of
Japanese technology.

It" s the result of all the time that the people involved in developing it put in and
also their determination.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTINR. =< 5ET:A,
AE—FZRLTDCEZEBUNKRD THRAMFEAEZTT > CTERLHAEDRNTI 1,

Tld. SBICRKCBEDCET, FRINSCEENDEANETENDTLLDN?

That' s right, Sakura.

It s the result of their efforts in pursuit of a technology to increase speed.

So, is there anything you' d like to mention about things we should be careful of
when we try to further increase the bullet train” s speed?

Yoko:

AE—RERLS T ICHICSERRMNMUBICIEDE. EFERENSBEINELNTEE
Huo

FOIDE. [/EFICENLBZLZHO>TLEODOTIEEMNETT,

If they need to use a lot of advanced technology to increase the speed, passenger
fares may go up. If that happens, there’ s a risk that people might hesitate to
travel as much.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEFE. KDFSA,

it hD@EECK>T. BERAMNMHSTIEMEN DD I,

R, DDOFBIEREDERDIDINENDDTUL D,

That makes a lot of sense, Yoko.

There’ s a chance that improving the technology will also increase the costs.
So, it has to be fast and also affordable.

Yoko:

—EDOALITTEL, ECOANFBATEDINHZBHETH > TRULVNEBRNE T,
Public transportation should be something that everyone can use, not just a few
people.




Mr. Harrison:

[EU). ZNIEKRDZNT Y ETY,

fBlc. RE—FORSICHDIURDTENDEPALHDTLLDND?
Yes, that’ s an important point.

Also, are there any risks that come with increased speed”?

Sakura:
A= REMERLZDDEIIBETI N, ZOEDICEZEENBNEIND) AT TDINE
CBUNET,

It would be ideal if the speed could be increased, but they have to avoid any risks
that could threaten people’ s safety.

Mr. Harrison:

EHEA3AZTDTIN,

SE, SOICRLZEOEHE. ZEMDMFTICDONTSRBRICXTU L TNWIIABLD D FI 1,
Of course.

In the future, if they were to make the bullet train faster, it would be necessary
to think carefully about how to maintain safety.

Yoko:

R TCTE. FIBFBROBRELERICE>TESNOEN >IZD, BOIMEAEBN OIZVTD
DTlE. FNRBNWT—ERERFEZBENEBNET,

Even if they could, if it were too noisy for people living near Shinkansen tracks, or
uncomfortable for passengers riding the trains, then you can’ treally say it s a
better service.

Mr. Harrison:

ZMENTI,

BRSO E—FZRHDE, IR FEOESRZTENDURINHDFITN,

That s right.

If we demand more convenience and speed, there would be the risk that it raise
costs or create more noise pollution.

ST, CNFETRE—FRICDNWTEZ U TCEZ LA, FRRDOSE 50 FE2B R 12HHIC,
T—EXDATIE. EOXDBRRODHINESZEBNTIN?

So far, we' ve been talking about speed, but when you think about the bullet
train 50 years from now, what kind of future do you think it should have in terms
of service?

Sakura:
AODE > TETCNDBDT, BEDEENFZSINE T,
KINZLDANEDEDIFBDU—ERDOTEKNUBICE > TCLDERBVFET,
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Since the population is shrinking, there are fears that there will be less demand
for it.

| think it will be necessary to find ways to improve the service to attract more
people.

Mr. Harrison:

ZFNIENNRA Y FTI1,

AOBDDODP T, LEIMTAICK UCTEENENDNE DD ENDRIFEETY,
AZOE DI —ERELUT. ERNICEEDKIDBCENDDERNERBNETIN?
That' s a good point.

With the population getting smaller, it’ s important to think about whether it" s
possible to earn enough profit to maintain the advanced technology.

Can you give me any ideas of services that you think would attract more people”?

Sakura:

ISVFERE. FHRBRENAITIEEICESHETC. EPZaLDBHNICTDIERNERL)
SN

FEZIE BEAPELSELUZVWAICOITT, 1 VY—Ry FERY—EXREIT TR, 7
FICAD « ARBZFHFROPTHIRIDENDDIFIEDTUL DN,

| think it would be good to make the ride more appealing. They could appeal to
each type of passenger, such as business people or people returning to their
hometowns.

For example, for people who want to work while they travel, besides having an
Internet connection, they could recreate all the facilities you have in an office
inside the bullet train.

Mr. Harrison:

REBELANETIN,

ficlE, B<aNnE. EABMRAELSSNDERINERBNEIN?

That' s an interesting idea.

But, getting back to speed, what might result from having faster trains?

Yoko:
HEHRIC K> T. MBRNICBIANR D ET, DB HIEMEDERNET,
If trains were faster, it could rejuvenate local areas.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEINETAICEMYEZH LR,
BIZIEEDNDTETLLEDND?

| think you' ve hit on a good idea there.
Can you explain it further?




Yoko:

ZoE. WIHDIBERDEENRELRDE, HETLENDFT, AIZE. I TZHOEERN
TTCOENEREZ, IICAODZNEIMESICENTEET ., FHBRORMEEYNHE
EICEDCEETEDIEITFTY,

Well, it could speed up delivery of local products, leading to higher production
levels. For example, seafood that was caught fresh that day in the countryside
could be quickly transported into large cities where a lot of people live.
Shinkansen technology could also be used in freight trains.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTITR, NOMDBEN KD R BENIE. S5ICHIGNEEHIESNTNWEZDTIA,
That’ s right. If people and goods could be transported more quickly, it could
rejuvenate local economies.

Yoko:

([FU\, HIFEBMNDOBRIFENRELRDCEE. HBICESARICES>TE, DLl E
EEBNET,

Yes. If the time to travel between the city and the countryside gets shorter, it would
be good for people who live in the countryside.

Mr. Harrison:

TEEZDBNET,

BR—IBEPENDRRIHER SN T, D SELMADBENOBEEN. KD XA—XITTS
DRELNFEEAR,

ST SFIFREBEEZEHONED, SE. HUWREBOEIRARBEMELNSN. =5IC
FRENEELU W ERNWERINET,

| think so, too.

It might help alleviate the excess concentration of population and industry in
Tokyo, and make commuting to work and school more convenient.

Well, thank you for all your great suggestions. It would certainly be nice to see
the Bullet train improved even further using new ideas and concepts for
business.

S@Ald. 50 F&., FIBREEDNDHETHINED] &5 —VICCHI—F—ZR=ED
LE UL, £1HBMUNILOI—F—TUIZ, COHE, 2HMAE2 KTI,

Today’ s topic has been “What should the bullet train be like 50 years from
now™?” This part of the program was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners. Grade
2 and Grade Pre-2 are next.




Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:
CHhICHBIE, =B, EZRODOFHETI K, ERIIWNWNWTIH?
CDDUDRIE, HE 28« E2HUN)LTT,

REHERE. FEL TS0 BAFElAF UL,

ESHICRE—FZRDDITEH. BEEN ZPEVNDRMERE S ERRENMEATNET,
EHRICRIT DRI, BARDERICFEDIRIiMD—DTI,

ZUCRE. BAOBBIBN TBARDRIMZE 5550 A TNET,

SO, CORREBFA T, ThyINEEITDIHUEM | ICDNTELENWE L&D,

Hello, it’ s discussion time. Are you ready?
This is the class for the Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 levels.

It" s time to celebrate the 7okaido Shinkansen s 50th year of operation.

In order to make an even faster Shinkansen, the development of a new
technology called “superconducting maglev technology” is now taking place.
The technologies related to the Shinkansen are world class technologies. And just
now, the Japanese prime minister is abroad promoting Japanese technology.

Today, based on this news, let’ s discuss “Why a country’ s leaders need to
promote business.”

| It's discussion time! |

Mr. Harrison:
ZHOZFLLTIN, HAMNBHCPE—ILLTNBEMICIE. EABTEDDHDEBRINET
n?

To start with, what examples of Japanese technology have worldwide appeal”?

Sakura:
R ERBRNA DD FIN, HENEITESNDEBRINET,
Well, it’" s related to the Shinkansen, but, I' 11 say railroad technolosgies.

Mr. Harrison:

Z0OBNTY | IRE. YVANR=—ILENLU—=IPDOPIILYT—)VEERESERELED
STEMEATNET, SSICHYyTESNZEE L TOVDEMICIE. ZhEnf, KEIRZXD
WEREDTVISHHBDET, EBRA. 1VI3F. BHENSRNETTDDNDEE L)
BT T, e, SEEDESEIICEDNDT. ASBREBNRNEDHFT,

fuiC. B8MEONTNAD XYY FELUT, EHDIEBREEITSNDNR?
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Indeed! There are now plans to build a high-speed railway that will connect Kuala
Lumpur in Malaysia with Singapore.

And besides railroad technology, our top leaders are also promoting our
experience with infrastructure projects for the water and airline industries.

Of course, it” s hard to get involved in infrastructure projects in other countries
without top-level political involvement.

Because these business deals involve lots of money, we can expect that they will
have a big economic impact.

Can you give me any other reasons that it' s a good idea for the prime minister
to be promoting things?

Yoko:

BENEETEEITDE. BEIENENEARF CETDEBINNET,

If the prime minister is involved, we can expect it to be a really effective
promotion.

Mr. Harrison:

O, FNRERUVVINA Y FTI1,

BENEX T DIEELMNENARESVDEBREEERNEKIN?

Yes, that' s a good point.

Why do you think that it’ s so effective for the prime minister to be promoting
these things?

Yoko:
BEES. FyITHEBEICEDENDCER. ZNEITEENDHDENDCEDRNICED
horERBNET,

B Z I XRBEFHFIRDIZEIE. 50 FREESDIRTSHNE LEVNDEEND DDNDS 2.
§$§§b7t—)bT%7’0}7’ CRBNFET,

EUMRESNTNDENDSBEMONIE. BEEIRIEARSNERBNET,
Well, if a country’ s leaders are the first to start promoting something, | think
that shows they have a lot of confidence in what they are promoting.
For example, in the case of the 7okaido Shinkansen, it has been running for 50
years without a single deadly accident, and that will really help the prime minister
promote the Japanese railroad industry.
If we can communicate that we are confident this safety record will be
guaranteed, | think that will be an effective promotion.

Mr. Harrison:

ZD. BADENKITDIEED. BT, BRICEITDERATESNNDINNTI,
BMRENDCEEEZFTIE, BMEEITTEEL, BBERO Y TN, DR ZiE
BRIC KT 1+ PTRIETDCEEHDEBINKT,

HIESh. TOBIZBICLECEEHDZTIN?
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You' re right. It helps to make it easy to trust things that the representatives of
Japan say.

When it comes to making effective promotions, they are not only limited to the
prime minister. Local government leaders can also use the media to advertise their
area’ s strong points, too.

So everyone, are there any examples of this that you are aware of?

Sakura:
FDENRICE > TNDBDIE. RERRKSA T,

| was impressed by Hideo Higashikokubaru.

Mr. Harrison:
SIFEDOITRSE TI 1,
The former governor of Miyazaki Prefecture.

Sakura:

®BH, TUETERZE CVNDENDEIRATLUZ,
RBlZCEHD?

| was impressed to see him on TV wearing a happi coat.
Did you see that?

Yoko:
EYAR
Yes.

Mr. Harrison:
I, CEABRCEZPRUTCVEZDEZTNEIHL?
Do you remember what he was promoting?

Yoko:
wmH, TUETVYYO—EBATNZCEEZEZTNET,
| remember him eating mangoes on television.

Mr. Harrison:

ZO5VNZRIE, VYI-—ZBNTNZUZR, fEEBNELE LR,

BHXT + PEEITDCET,. BRBREDRNBEN DNV F LT,

You' re right—he was eating mangoes. | remember that.

Because of him being on TV so much, people became more familiar with
Miyazaki prefecture.




Yoko:

F\, BEEE, FERSANDNBEATULNLS., HIEOMNEESPRIDCET. ZBIBE
DA A=I[EFRESL Py T UEZEBNET,

Right. Because Mr. Higashikokubaru is famous, | think he really helped

Miyazaki’ s image while he was governor of the prefecture.

Mr. Harrison:

BETRERSTE, BENARIDADNRDIZATPRIDE, M V/IND DBV E I,
TlE, BHT. BO LY TBLSEETHEITDCEIC. EDOXDBIRNBZSNZTIN?
And so, it doesn’ t have to be the prime minister—if a representative of an
organization can promote something in the public eye, it s going to have an
impact.

So, once again, are there any other effects of a country’ s top leaders promoting
business?

Sakura:
BEEORZRMEZDENDNENHDERBUNET,

It" s an effective way to deepen the relations between countries.

Mr. Harrison:
3BEE, ENIE. EFRNICIEIESNNDTETULLDN?
| see. What' s a concrete example of that?

Sakura:

v TN, BORBOANZEFTNHT EEC. ZORKENDRA ~—J—E@AKICPE=ILIN
X, XIEZELZDCENTESDIERBNET, ZEiTdEE LU CZOEDEEDIEERDE
WO &R, BELZDRRICOBENDEBRNET,

When top leaders promote a country’ s unigue product, if they also tell the story
of how that product was developed, that then becomes a way to communicate
your culture.

Knowing another country’ s culture through their technology and products is
tied to building relations between countries.

Mr. Harrison:

ZFNIIWZETINR, PAXUATHAROEMMNEET DRDICENIE. BADXCICHEEKZR
2T, BRNTERZNEBo20D. BAREBZMRUCNWERB 2D ITDIRDBTANEZ DH
ELNFTEANR, BREORRESSICHEULEDHDDCENTESTDEHFCEET,

That’ s an interesting idea.

If some of these new Japanese technologies became common in America, more
and more Americans might become interested in Japanese culture or want to
study Japanese. We could expect that this would make relations between both
countries even stronger.




TR 2Rk« 2 RUNILTUIS,

SEE. ThYyTIHEXETDIMUBM | ZF7—VICCODI—FT—ZHRED LFH UL,
COHEF, 3#&4 FKRTT,

That’s all for Grades 2 & Pre-2.

This time we discussed the theme “Why a country’ s leaders need to promote
business.”

Coming up, Grades 3 and 4.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICBIE. T4 ANvIYaVDEBETIL, MOADBRELISEET L&D,
CDODRAL. BERIM&LFRUNILTT,

Hello, it” s time for discussion. Let’ s listen carefully to other people’ s opinions,
while adding some of your own.

This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

RBEHFIRII, FBELTH0 BEFEZlZF U,

NSO 50 FZUBZBDICHIZ T, TEAFHEFRICEDZV\DL Z27—NICT 1 RN
w3V UNWEBRNET,

The Tokaido Shinkansen celebrates 50 years of service.

To face the next 50 years, let’ s talk about the kinds of service you want on a
shinkansen train.

| It's discussion time! |

Mr. Harrison:
ZHZFLLTIN, FIBRICE>ECEL>DHDEIN?

So, have you ridden on a shinkansen?

Sakura &Yoko:
HNFEI,
Yes.

Mr. Harrison:
=LA EABRBBICEDZTIN?

When did you ride on one, Sakura”?

10




Sakura:
ARBORICHSEETT,
| ride one when | visit my grandparents.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFDTIN.
EDUT, FREESIOTIN?

| see. So, why do you take the shinkansen?

Sakura:
ETCERINTY,
It" s very fast.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIHR. RUVDHEDTI 1,

TIE RIS, EABRFEHRICE D THIENERBNEIN?

Yes, the speed is one of its biggest attractions.

So, other than speed, what other features do you think a shinkansen train should
have?

Yoko:

EoEFEBDRERITOLIERNDHDEBBNEBRNET,

HEHRONRICF v SO —ZEEDED,

| think it would be interesting if they came up with ways for children and families
to enjoy the shinkansen more. For example, having characters drawn on the
outside of the actual trains.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEFE. KDFSA,
RENDTRSNTZ/NAOEEEIXSHDET 1,

| see, Yoko.

You often see buses or trains with creative exteriors.

Yoko:

[Ee RADD, Fv SO —DEHINIEEDMICEDICHIEITIC, KIETRITUZEND
SEEENECENDDFET,

Yes. My friend told me that her family actually went on a trip just to ride a vehicle
that had a character drawn on it.
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Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEmBINTI 1,

BICIE. EARFEHRICEDRZWNWEBNEXINHL?

Oh, that sounds interesting.

What other kinds of things would you like to see”?

Sakura:

. BEIRFEEDEEIC, BERVNXKDIBIERNHDIEEBNEFBINET,

| think it would be nice if the trains had something special so that we wouldn’ t
be bored when we ride for a long time.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOD. LTI,

BIZIE. EOKDBEDHDHDERINTIN?

Yes, that would be good. What exactly do you have in mind?

Sakura:
AT, RITHEERICXKDIC, RBZERZINTT,

I dlike to watch a movie, like on an airplane.

Mr. Harrison:
BOTEUWMEEREELIZNWENDCETULLEDD,
So you want to do something fun while you' re on the train.

Sakura:
Z57TY,
That' s right.

Mr. Harrison:

tICE. PIZAIEZENTHZNEDRZEIEHODEIN?

Are there other things that you would like? For example, things that you' d like
to eat?

Sakura:
FE. RABEENTCUNTT,
I dlike to have a bento.

Mr. Harrison:
FTICRABRZIHDZFIN., EARRAZIEENLZVNDTULLON?
You can already do that, but what kind of bento would you like?
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Sakura:

@R EDXEICEK DT, 5o TCVNBABHENDRAZIIEDTLLDN,

How about a bento where the contents change depending on where the train is
at the time?

Mr. Harrison:
HITDREMOE TR A S EAINNNENDTE?

You mean having bentos that include local foods and cooking styles?

Sakura:

ZDTI, FF. #BHEESZTI, EHE Pz, BEZEETDESFFEMOBITAL
D DBRESHAZBHIETDENDCETIN,

Yes. ' m from Shizuoka Prefecture, so - for example, if the train were passing
through Shizuoka, the bento would include Shizuoka-style o-den in dark broth.
Or, say, maybe eel.

Yoko:

oL Teel’>TTIN?

What is eel?

Mr. Harrison:

‘eelld. BDHDLUTNT, MEST. AEDKDT. ELCHEIHREICLUTERFET,

Eel is slimy, long and snakelike, and people usually eat it as kabayaki.

Yoko:
D, BTINR! DHDOFLE!
Aah, a type of fish! | know it.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFDOFD. TNTT,
Yes, yes. That' s right.

Sakura:

RERAZEENIDLCITTIIEL, IRaLTNBDBRERLUEEKNDZLZSNWWERINET,

It would be nice if there were something that made traveling more fun other than
simply eating bento.

Mr. Harrison:
TlE, BULBIIEZHIC, MICE. EABTEDODHHDERNNTLLON?
Well, what might that “something” be?
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Yoko:
BENISFEZRXDBUBIIRHIC. ShEmNE>EBZDENWNERNET,

| think luxury trains would be one way of enjoying the time on the train.

Mr. Harrison:

AM®D TR DE] ENDOBRIIED, FTHHFSDODAKCEEBNZCENDDZFT,
BEILaN's, EEBRFEEARRUZNENDRESANEBZTNDXIDOTIN,

I" ve heard that the luxury train “Nana-tsuboshi” is so popular that it has a long
waiting list.

It seems that there are many people who want to have a high quality experience
while traveling.

Yoko:

EFERBSNEARERBNICREBDDDIANIRITERE LUDIFIC, ShEmMEIRKRICAD
CRBNFET,

ZNHDH, JIBTIRTOVYY—IRBREDNT—ERAZZTENDRDICEDENNERL)
SN

| think that for people like retirees who have money to spend and want to travel,
luxury trains are a good option.

| also think that it would be nice if we could experience things like beauty
treatments and massages while on board.

Mr. Harrison:

RELANWPALT 1 PTIN,

S50 FEERUCELRBEFFIZTIN., CNHSIE. BEPDEREOFTENNA Y~
D2 TCLBDNDEUNFEEAR,

That' s an interesting suggestion.

Well, the shinkansen has progressed over the last 50 years but for the future,
enriching the actual train experience may be a key point.

ST SBOTOTSLADT V. =EEHR B2 50 BF] ICDNTELENE
U2, #HD/N—ETIE. THEEFR. 50 FHROKREKZR] [CDNTTUZ, ZDBD/N\—k
TlE. ThyINEEITIUEM | ICDNNTTURE, ZUTCRED/N—FTIE. TEALRH
BHRICEDIZUD ICDUTTURR,

Today’ s program was about the 50th anniversary of the Tokaido Shinkansen.
In the first part we talked about “What should the bullet train be like 50 years
from now?”

In the second part we talked about “Why a country’ s leaders need to promote
business.”

And it the last part we talked about the kinds of service you would like to see on
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a shinkansen train.

R —DHEShIE, ENKSNEBRTESELEDL?

How much did you understand?

SEOTFHEAREBOL ) DI EZOBABEN. T+ ANvIY3VDSELRHE. BEDDT
JY+ b~ (htto!//www.radionikkei.jo/Ir/) [CIB&E L TNET,

ROF., I RRUEEEE 1 ICDWNWC, T RAYY3VLET,

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the
referenced article are available on the program welbsite.

Next week we' 1 be talking about the air pollution problem.

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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