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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

EDE HETSh, TDIDRADTED/NI AV TT,

WKWK T RAYYIVUNDNRI—EFLET, EABRERDNROCEINEULHTIN,
CDOSAIE. BRE 1 RUNILTT, SHIE. BUEDERTI,

Hello, everyone. I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

It's time to start our discussion. I'm looking forward to hearing what kinds of opinions
you have.,

This is the Eiken Grade Pre-1 class. Our topic today is politics.

ZiBE8E. O BORERLET. MARIAIBSBOFHMNA ~&RITH UL,

CNnid. AOBDRIRBICXTTDXIHRE, HITREBEDBEHEERCBITZENTT,

50 FEIC 1 RARREDADZHHREIT DITHIC. 2020 FXTHHREHIBE. RIBEY 3 V&R
CHDELUTNET,

When Prime Minister Abe shuffled his cabinet in September, he created the new post of
Minister in charge of Regional Revitalization.

He says it's a measure to deal with the problem of population decline and is a mainstay
in the effort to stimulate local economies.

In order to maintain the population at around 100 million 50 years from now, we need
to decide on a general strategy and long-term vision.

CHZ1—RZZTTC HRBRSAMEATHENER DRI, MFSDERRRES
[CDNWTELSNENWEBNWET,

With this news in mind, I'd like to discuss an “ideal local community” that everyone
would like to live in.

It's discussion timel

Mr. Harrison:
ZoZLTIN, Hech. HADEBRBHNZETHEE., EOXRDIBREHLEBNEIN?

To start with, what does everyone think that an ideal local community would be like?

Sakura:
FAE, EEDDDEHBIEEBNET,

It would have to have jobs.




Mr. Harrison:
BRZEDHONED., =<BEZ A,

MEISHHDIHI EE>TINKULEN EFNICIE. EDQOXRDBRHEKTIN?
Yes, a local community with jobs, but what would that actually entail?

Sakura:
Tl ZOMICE. ZOTHICIRINVNCEEN DD CENBHIEESZFT,
In rural areas, | think the appeal is that they have industries with deep roots.

Mr. Harrison:

IS TIE, ZOIMSBDEENDHD IR,

Tld. EDOXROBERNBREXEDSDHODFTIN?

Yes, there are specialized industries in the countryside.
So, can you give me some examples of such industries?

Sakura:

ERZEATIDIEEELUC,

BIZIE. BEOMENDHDERBINET,

FIT. OFEMETIIREECHAOEESE LU TEZLNFET,

In terms of industries that are based on resources, there’s agriculture and forestry.
And in coastal areas, there'’s also the fishing industry.

Mr. Harrison:

LW VBIETT,

BAREE-RE£ZNMEELUCESLCETEDDIEI L. ZOMEZREIT CEIFAETIN,
That's a good point.

Japan is a country that has well-developed primary industries, so it’s important to
reevaluate them.

Sakura:

WHEEZREEJI EVNZIE FEZEEDEMEZRBI B LE LU,

Speaking of reevaluating industries, | remember a movie | saw that attracted a lot of
attention.

Mr. Harrison:
KEH? CEARRRBTLEN?
Really? What movie was that?

Sakura:

BEERNEEF AN, BRIEDNGRIEHDF UL,
HEBDBOBEEN. MITOMELCKSEIDENDMETI,
®IE. IS T—DOMEICDNTREIRTINEZDFTBATUL,
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TABREORESE. ZOIHMDODAERANG > CVN<HRFZBUCHREBTI,

Well, | don’t remember the title, but it was based on some novel. The story was about
a boy who was raised in the city going to work in the forestry industry in the
countryside.

There, he had to learn about forestry from scratch. The movie illustrates his growth
and his relationships with the people living there.

Mr. Harrison:

HBZDTI1,

BARICIE. BBMSNIZEARDMEFESNTICERE UTEZEOTNET,
ZNOZEOFTEALUERN S, MHEEEEZBUOERICLUTNCEEARETIN,

Hmmm, that sounds interesting. In Japan, there are large forests that were planted
long ago and have not been cut down, so there are a lot of resources left.

It's important to utilize them wisely and revitalize local industries.

Yoko:

FAE. MISEEDBEHCICEK T,

ZNNDH. ZDONOCEXZODBARZEREICHEZ TRUNERBINET,

IR, F—RTERELU N DEMBZHBIE. SMBNZNCENTNET,
EiiZsIE M ADNRTNIE. BARDIGIHDDIESZOUED KON TLUE DM DD ERBL)
EXCR

| agree with the idea of revitalizing local industries, too.

And | think it's also important to pass down traditional artisan’s skills to future
generations.

I've heard that right now, many of the leading artisans are quite old.

If there is no one to pass down their technigues to, there’s a danger that Japan’s
traditional occupations and culture will be lost.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTINR. XDFA,

BARICEDODHIDIEXENZL (L. R TEZDMELTRDSNTINNET,
HPEEMNEHETDCET. BADEEMESN TN ENNTI,

TIE IS, MWHDEBHNRIHEF. EORDBECALEBNETIN?

That's right, Yoko.

Many of Japan’s traditional industries are also appreciated around the world.

It would be nice if revitalizing local industries could help to preserve Japanese culture.
So, what other kinds of things would the ideal local community have™?

Yoko:
FE. FETELUODITNEBENRERNERBUET,

Things that make it easier to raise children would be good, | think.
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Mr. Harrison:

ZD. WWHERKRTI1,

SEMICE. EDTNIE BENENZDTLLDIN?
Yes. That's a good point.

What exactly would these “things” be?

Yoko:

PIZIE. REBROHDZSADD. BRPORESFDLINENICEFD . IITEZDMIETT,
REBEZUYMN—FTDIBIE. KENRIWNCELSEDIBIEERNET,

For example, the community would have a lot of daycare centers, and also places
where parents who are raising children can get together and help each other.

A local community that supports them is a place where families could live comfortably.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIE. TFBETCXRIEIZTDFHENDCETIN, RESFDLHIEDEE. EDXDBRE
DTLLDN?

So, it would have childcare facilities, and... what exactly do you mean by parents helping
each other”?

Yoko:

REZIE FEEZEALZBNMODOEBHEELEITEE >T. IMRICEZSBENLDIC, BEWNICKHS
BRZETDRDRIBOCETT,

For example, it would be a place where mothers who have just given birth could get
together and discuss their worries with each other so that they wouldn'’t feel isolated.

Mr. Harrison:

SRBICEPELETEELUTCAITEZIE. ACACDBEREERFD., HRlCEBSE/OCE

ETCEDIDENZFEAL,

S, FECENDF—D—RHMEI LN, IS, FETENDRT, MHDEEBNZEIBICH

EREDFPEEBNEIN?

If neighbors cooperate with each other when they have problems, it might strengthen
personal relationships and make people feel like part of a community.

So, the word  “childcare” just came up. Is there anything else about raising children

that’s necessary for an ideal community”?

Yoko:

FEELHEDEVRD,. E<SAHDEINERNZET,

HETIE. S REOHEDE > TNDEENNTNZET,

—J3. WS T, TOBhsEEFTHNEE.

NEORZEREZIBOIT CENTETDERINET,

IWOERIE o256, ZAREHETFEEZECLRVNERNFET,

It would be nice if there were a lot of places for children to play.
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I've heard that the number of parks is going down in big cities.

On the other hand, if you make use of all the land in the countryside, you could increase
the number of parks and science museums.

If | were a parent, I'd want to raise my children in that kind of community.

Mr. Harrison:

KNETIN, MIHTIE FEERHENBRICHMNDCEETESD L. THODLASZEE LN LA
BEENEINR. Tl BUHENWDRTIFEABRCEZEBHULCZORNTULELD?

That's a good idea.

In the countryside, children can experience nature, and you can use larger areas to
make parks.

What'’s important in terms of welfare”?

Sakura:
SEDRARDT PHAELTNBDEHELBHNLEERINEKT,
A community that has facilities for caring for seniors would be attractive.

Mr. Harrison:
EFXRRNICIEZESVNNDTETLLEDN?
Can you give me some examples?

Sakura:

BEFEOSHERITOT—ERZFES UT, #HENZDY—EREZToONDCENKZER
LET,

TIh o, PIZIE. SEMBQITORERDBEINZNED. EENRELTCNDELZINZERL)
ENE

It's important to improve the quality of care in existing services and make sure that
everyone is able to receive them.

So, for example, if there are a lot of people working at facilities for seniors and there are
medical treatments available, people will have peace of mind.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEKRBRNA Y ETI,

HBESADZEITTINERDBHERIBINENEE > T KOKNWETHHBEIENEIRT DEN)
EBNFET,

Yes, that is important.

It would be great if we could build better communities by combining all the ideas that
you've put forward today.

Sk, MEHBOEBBNEES] Z27—VIC. TOI—F—Z2R/E0 LFKUIZ,

1 BRUNILOO—F—TURZ, COHER 2 HRE&E2H{TT,

Today’s theme was “An ideal local community.” This part of the program was for the

Eiken Grade Pre-1 level. Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 are coming up next.
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Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

o, BERDEBETIX. CACARESELTLIZSI M,
COODRIF. RIER2 Rk « 2 HRUNILTT,

Well, it's discussion time. Please speak freely.

This class is for the Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 levels.

ZiBE8E. O BORESLET. MAaRIAIBSBOFHMN ~&RITH UL,
ZEBHEOCDEEZFBDVEDTHD IAHRIE] ZHEITDICEICDNTEZRFET,

F2E8EF. AOBDEBADXIHRE, HIERBEODEEIETT,

In September, Prime Minister Abe created a new position in his government to help give
new life to local areas in Japan.

We are going talk about this issue that is so important to the Abe government, “giving
new life to local areas.”

The main purpose is to deal with the declining population in local areas and help
strengthen the economies there.

SOld. COZa—REBFA T, THHDMEZE PR 93734 ICDWNWTELENWEL LD,
So, this time, based on this news, let’s discuss “how to promote Japan’s local areas”

It's discussion timel

Mr. Harrison:

HWISICIEHRSTRMENDDEBNFTIN. ZNH%Z PR FDEELT. EARFERIDDE
BNFXIND? HESA. IIBDLBYVICE>ESFEHO TREZHE LT IZE0),

I'm sure there are a lot of good things about Japan’s local areas, but how can these
areas advertise themselves”?

Everyone, please give your opinions as if you were in charge of PR for some local area.
Sakura:

FTFlE PRIDEMEZIEDCENMELZERNET,

Well, first, they have to come up with all the things they're going to promote.

Mr. Harrison:

ZFNIIEDNCABRCETINR. =<5 A,

ZDEYHICIE. EABRTEZUEZHRNTULDD?

That is certainly an important step, Sakura.

In order to accomplish that, what are some of the things local areas should do”?




Sakura:

ZICEATNBDEBRDBOKUTITRNTI N, BN ECANDLRDIEEFBHHENDED
Z. WHTREDIFTBEULESRNEBNET,

Sometimes it's hard to notice the good things about the area we live in.  But we should
look again to find the things that would be attractive to people looking at the area from
the outside.

Mr. Harrison:

BdEE,

MEIN'HDIENZRELTC, MBEZBREIDENDCEE. PR DIEOHICEERIRCETT
12,

fic. mISDMEZ PRI DEEE LT @MBNDIARNWEIN?

| see. Taking a new look at the things that have always been there to rediscover their
value will really help local areas promote themselves. Do you have any ideas about
how they can do this?

Yoko:

HEDBERENDORTII, HREES PR ICHIENZEBINET,

Yes. As for rediscovering the value of local areas, World Heritage sites are also an
effective way for local areas to promote themselves.

Mr. Harrison:

WWETT, RICHERBIZHITTINETINH?
Good point.

Can you give me an example of that?

Yoko:

BIZIE. 6B REBNFEIN. EMRABHUREECSHRINIUL,

HMITDARLEIT TR, BRAPDOAD, EMHRRIBEIBANEINERES LWEDIZENDRE
BEFHhE UL,

Well — | think it was in June - the Tomioka Silk Mill was registered as a World Heritage
site.

The Tomioka Silk Mill is a wonderful thing that all Japanese should be proud of, not just
people from the area.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTI1,

WREESERII. TUDIC, EVZERLUE TR, LT, EEAABINCE. BRDGHDOZDX
VWEAZIZZBNE I,

EOCARNSE. HHEZEEHIEIT D —DDFERICIENZDTT,

TIE, HWHEDRAZELRIDFERELUTUI. EDNCEARBNDDTIN?

You're right.




The designation as a World Heritage site is certainly something to feel proud about.
And that communicates something about Japan’s traditions and merits to people
abroad, too.

Attracting tourists seems like a good way to strengthen local areas.

Are there any other examples of ways to advertise assets in local areas”?

Sakura:
BXItTT,
ZOLMOIFERZRIRICT D BIHRIILAL FAKDDODET,
B#RTILA] DRETIS VT ZSEITDE. BRIESNTERICRD KT,
BAME, ZOLMOBHZEIPE—ILTD. ASRERIZRZLTNDEBNET,
Food culture.
Using special local foods in meals is popular with what are called “B-kyuu Gourmets.”
Winning a prize in a B-kyuu gourmet cooking competition, and then turning that recipe
into a product has become a topic for discussion recently.
Local food is another way that Japan’s local areas can show their attractiveness, and
| think it has a big role to play.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIR. YndEZEHTDd. ELNDTETIN,
BZIE EABREDER>TNEXINH?

| see. So it's about creating added value.

Do you have any examples of this?

Sakura:
Bz, BEL=0EZENERTT,

Fuijinomiya City’s famous yakisoba, for example.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIE. JEETOBNTHEINTIN,

flC. MronDffEZE PR I2ENDE LT, @ANDHDFXIN?

I'd definitely like to try it.

Are there any other things that local areas can use to advertise their good gualities?

Yoko:
Npd+v>1 TI,
FEIF TDDFvS) ZCEHNTIN?
How about Yuwru-charas.
Do you know what yuru-charas are, Mr.Harrison?

Mr. Harrison:
Wz, ZNIEHITINH?




No. What are they?

Yoko:

MPBDNVYRADY bF v SO —DBFCT, DDF v S &S OEH. BIZ2RKRI DV
v cFPSDOH—-DCETT,
St <FEIBENARTT,
It's a shortened form of the word yurui masukotto kvarakuta. It means the mascot or
character for a region, city or local community.
Now, mascots like Kumamon are popular.

Mr. Harrison:

FEE, <FEVRE>TNET,
RARZPE—-ILITDFvS5U5—-TI1,

| know Kumamon!

He's the mascot for Kumamoto Prefecture.

Yoko:
0, KEFEVEBLUC BBEREDODXE=EPR LTNET,
Yes. Kumamoto Prefecture uses Kumamon to promote itself.

Mr. Harrison:
ModFvS5] ICPRIREHOEIN?

Are these mascots an effective way to promote things?

Yoko:

FIMRLHDEBINET,

MORIEBIE. <KFTEVZEFSICS > CRAICHKZID., BBAREZIINTNE UL,

| think they are effective.

My friend became interested in Kumamoto through Kumamon and then went to visit.

Mr. Harrison:
RRICETCNRNHDDTI 1A,
That's really effective advertising.

Yoko:

ZORBUNFET,

<FEEIDFTLED CM ICEIHBIDCET, FEENOLRFFD T TRARICEKEZRFTDOLDIC
BorEBNET,

| think so.

People both young and old have become interested in Kumamoto because Kumamon
appears on television and in commercials.




Mr. Harrison:

BBFE AT PICEEHTDE. PRUMRLSHDF I,

fic. EANICHIEE PR I35 EE U TCEAREDNDHDNE > TNEXIH?

| see. If there is media exposure, it makes the promotion more effective.

Do you know any other examples of ways local areas can promote themselves?

Sakura:

PIZIE, BBEDH A Py T, RITREBIEEDI 1 Py TEMRNCERINET,

X2, BORSARBICEBAZEABIDICEERNTEZERBNET,

For example, tie-ups between local railways or travel agencies can also be effective.
Also, using famous people as travel ambassadors is another good method.

Mr. Harrison:

XT 4 PODERD,. @EESY1 Py TITRIRE, MABIEDESIFTRTIRND DD XTI 1,
SHOZERIIFEECHRICEDE UL, #ESAh. EERRERZHONED,

By using the media, or creating tie-ups between different groups, there are various
ways local areas can promote themselves.

Today’s discussion was a learning experience for me, too. So, thank you everyone for
your great input.

S@Ald. MMEDffiEZE PR I30%E] 27 —VYICcCOI—F—Z2RED LK UL,

ChohEld, 3#/&4 /BT,

That’s all for Grades 2 & Pre-2. Our theme for discussion this time was “Different
ways that local areas can promote their good qualities.”

Coming up next, Grades 3 & 4.

Part Il Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

HIESh. CHICBIL. T ANy Y IVDBFDFT, EREIWNWNTIN?
CDOSRIE BRIRELFRUNILDD SR TT,

Hello, everyone. Let's start the discussion. Are you ready?

This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

7B, ZEEBRE. MAOBIEESBOHRMA SERITH UL,

W&, BARBERAOEH EZBE L TNET,

Prime Minister Abe created the new post of regional revitalization minister the other day.
The Japanese government is aiming to revitalize local economies now.
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ZC T, SO MBnEEODDHIFTHDMIT] Z27—VIC@E ULaNENERBNE
ER
So today, the theme for our discussion is “places or local communities that are special to
us”.

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

HESAD BDEEDDDHDIEHDHBAAIC DT,

RED LIV EDBNIEHZTIIZEN,

Please tell us about local towns or places that are special to you and that you would like to
recommend.

Yoko:

. WEENFETI,
| like Yamagata Prefecture.

Mr. Harrison:
HISTZEWEAHSRDOTI R,
ZNnid. £E50LTTIN?

Ah, you like Yamagata Prefecture.
Why is that?

Yoko:
MOBERBMEATNDDSTT,
My grandparents live there.

Mr. Harrison:
WEDEARECANFETIN?
What do you like about Yamagata?

Yoko:
B \MHETEEKRUWNWECAHLENERINET,
| think that the food there is delicious.

Mr. Harrison:
EANBZBNYHZEKRLUINTI D ?
What kind of food is there?

Yoko:
IJEMTIE. RMHERTT,
BZIE, BOSYMDAOVEETY,
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Fruits are the local specialty. For example, cherries and melons.

Mr. Harrison:
WREOTOSURE, BEBDT IS YNEUNDEETHENETID?
What is different about cherries from Yamagata and other places?

Yoko:

IAFESWFEOT DS VMG, EEIBESNET,
ENARESITHINTT,

The kind of cherry that I like from Yamagata is called Sato Nishiki.
It's big and sweet.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIFEKLZDTINR, MEBNTHEUNTT,
flc. WEOKNWECAFADDDFTIN?
That sounds delicious. I'd like to try some, too.
What other good things are there about Yamagata?

Yoko:
BREBRFEDNDHDFT,
There is a famous festival.
MUZEEE D0 TI,
EHEZR > THRDZET,
ENBNEFD., MTOAEHICKERED EHDFT,
It's the Yamagata Hanagasa Festival.
People hold the hanagasa, a Japanese straw hat with flowers, and dance.
Many tourists come and enjoy the festival along with the locals.

Mr. Harrison:
IALSNSNITDDTLLDD?
How many people participate in the festival?

Yoko:

B, 0 DAZIBZDEENONTNET,
HMTOREMHERDDT, PRICERDIT,

They say that over nine hundred thousand people attend.

It's good PR because tourists can enjoy many local specialties.

Mr. Harrison:

90 BATIN, ZNIEITZNAETIN,

WFEE. ERUWEBNEDD, BUNWAARY FERELTCNDDTI N,
FEFSTORCENZNDT, 7o THZNEBNET,
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Wow, nine hundred thousand? That is a lot of people.
So, Yamagata has many delicious foods and there are also many exciting events.
I've never been there but I'd like to go.

Mr. Harrison:

Tl IC. B EENDDHDIFEHBICDNT, BT LULTINDARNEIH?
Who else can tell us about a local community that you have some connection with?

Sakura:
A3, BEHGFETT,

| like Numazu.

Mr. Harrison:

DB, BEMFEZRDOTIN,
ZNnid. sETIN?

So you like Numazu.

Why is that?

Sakura:
MDEFINEBAEN ST,

| was born there.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTIN. =< STADESHIRDTI 1,

BED, BEULCWECAIFIRATIN?

| see. So, Numazu is your hometown. What things about Numazu are you proud of?

Sakura:
BE>T@TIN?
What is “proud of”?

Mr. Harrison:
B0 ZER > TNRENE, OAICHBNITDTETT,
It's something that you have pride in and would like to tell other people about.

Sakura:

Ho. HDNDFUIC,
BRICEBRANELSAHDECSNBEBTEET,
BOWNHDFT,

Aahh, | see.

I'm proud that there is a lot of nature nearby.

There is the ocean and there are also mountains not far away.
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Mr. Harrison:
EAZ?
Which ones?

Sakura:
ETWO. BERUAELICHDFT. TERIL
Mount Fuji and Mount Ashigara, for example.

Mr. Harrison:
EMWIE. EDLUTRITITHRXDTIN?
Why do you like Mount Ashigara?

Sakura:

[ ABBI THBETI,
MEBDEREICIE > CUET,
It's famous for Kintaro.

It's the setting for the story.

Mr. Harrison:

AT et

TlE. BNIEEDTIN?

BRI, BEXMIEANDRITIHTIN?
Interesting.

Alright. How about food?

What food is Numazu famous for?

Sakura:

BOEFINEHKLINTT,
BRICEDE. BLDADNEFDET,
The fish and sushi are delicious.

Many people come on the weekends.

Mr. Harrison:

RBEE, TE<SADENEENDHL UL VBEMB A TISBREETINDD TI 1,
ZNI3. WIEDBMHAEIC DD > TNDHE LNFE AR,

| see. So, many tourists visit Numazu for delicious seafood.

That may be a part of revitalizing the local economy.

Mr. Harrison:

FE BERBREHFRCTEBIDCITEDTIN. —EF>THCNERBNET,

| only pass through Numazu when | ride the shinkansen, so I'd like to stop there someday.
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HESh. FEIEMTIFTOEBD D > T ENERHEFTHDLDTIN,
FEE. T THEVNVEERBUNEUIS,

You all have places or cities that you like and they all sound wonderful.

I would love to visit them someday.

=T SHOBHBET VI MHAI%E] TUZ, #HDO/N—ETIE. MR OEENS
FHI ICDNTELEWNELUE, ZDB0D/N—= T, TadMEZE PR 373351 IC
DUTTUIZ, ZUCRED/N—FTIE. TBOEEODOHDIFHDRBIT] ICDNTT
Ulc. URFT—DHSSAIE. ENKSNEBETEFILEDL?

Today's program was around the theme of revitalizing the regional economies of Japan.

In the first part, we talked about the ideal local community.

In the second part, we talked about how to promote Japan's local areas and their strong points.
And in the final part, we talked about places or local communitys that are special to us.

To our listeners, how much did you understand?

SEOSHRNRBORI I EZDBABEN. T+ ANy Y 3VDOSEGKLEE. BHED
DY+~ (hitp://iwww.radionikkei.jp/lr) [Z38& L CUVFET,

ROF. TEHEFR CDONT, T+ RAAHYY3VLUFT,

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article
are available on the program website.

Next week we'll be talking about “The fiftieth anniversary of the Tokaidio Shinkansen.”
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