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Part I: Grade Pre-1|

Mr. Harrison:
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Hello everyone. I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.
As always, let’'s exchange opinions and clarify our positions.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 listeners.

EFBHEDERICEL T REBZHSDREDAESIENSDELUTNET, EFDOMfEETICK
BDE TRAARZFHIRLIEOIZ] ERUDAFIBZTNT, BRADGSEHNDBEZSNDIRNR
CHVFET, T2, RFEEDHSEEICETIRAEICLDE. 1 BOHERKEZ (€0 &BZ
ERZEDEISIS 45%ICIEZ. —T3T 60 DU L] DEIGIE 23% TIFrICEFRCLE o2
EDMDDDFUIZ, FREICIE. EDXRDBHMABEREDNDHDDTLLDD,

With the spread of e-books, the reading environment is changing dramatically. According to
statistics from the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the number of people who feel “I'm not reading
books lately” is increasing, and there are concerns Japanese people are reading less and less.
And, in a survey of time university students read, the percentage of respondents who spent 0
hours per day reading rose to 45 percent, while the percentage that read “more than 60 minutes”
was almost the same as three years ago at 23 percent. What’s the benefit and significance of
reading?
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“‘Reading” will be the overall theme today, and in this class we’'ll discuss the “benefit and
significance of reading.”

It's Discussion Time||

Mr. Harrison:

BESAh. BRADGSEENDEATNDDZECERTI D,
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Do all of you know that Japanese people are reading less and less?

In a public opinion survey of 3,000 men and women over 16 conducted by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs in 2014, 47.5 percent of people answered that they did not read even one book a month
excluding comic books or magazines. The ratio of people of all generations who didn’t read even
one book is increasing. Why do you think this has happened?




Sakura:

ZNIE. TCUWADIBZ TNDDSIZERBNE T, BICREE. BHFBFEDO/NY IV DOEAEE
MEZ TNBDANBNEBZS5NFET K1
| think it's because more people are busier. In particular, recently there are more people using cell
phones and computers for a long time.

Mami:
FLE., T—A0RY ~EE &t@%%j/r/uwﬂnﬁ§bfwﬁ RIEEBUVET, 580
AT, ORI ICBICEBADBEREEMUNDADEONZLLED, FEENMNTTEDPL

TXBEZHDADE D TNDDOLE LNEE A,

Another reason might be the wide range of entertainment options such as TV, games, and
Internet videos. More and more people want powerful stimulation or to see immediate results, and
there might be fewer people willing to spend their time focused on reading books.

Sakura:
Q?E%MT ERODPOSEHBEOENMEZ TNDBCEICERANDDZDSTY, HMAODIETRS
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Another cause might be the increase in the percentage of the population that is elderly. It's
possible that some elderly people are not reading as a result of physical limitations such as
worsening eyesight.

Mr. Harrison:
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Yes, those are all very possible reasons. So, do you think that more books should be read?

Sakura:
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We should leave that decision up to the individual, but spending the time to read books is a good
thing because they give us new information and make our lives richer.

Mami:
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That’s right. More than anything else, books need to be read so that society and culture will
develop fully. For that reason, books have great usefulness.

Mr. Harrison:
TlE, RICIEIEABMBLRDOEIN? FEZETIHSEFELENFTULD,

So, what exactly do books do for us? Let’s discuss this with some examples.

Mami:
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We’'re able to develop logical thinking through reading. It's not only getting the knowledge as
information but also developing the ability to analyze it and put it together yourself. Reading a
variety of materials will help you solve problems.

Sakura:
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| think so, too. You acquire the ability to organize your thoughts by getting knowledge. On top of
that, reading increases your vocabulary, and you can develop your writing ability, that is, your
power of expression.

Mami:
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It also improves your imagination and ability to sympathize with others.

Sakura:
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Depending on the genre of the book, there are a variety of different results. For instance, in a
mystery novel there’s the fun of finding the answer. Reading a manual or nonfiction, you can get
the latest information or knowledge.

Mami:
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That’s right. And there’s another benefit for high-school students like us. We're usually with friends
our own age or with family or teachers, so the people we come into contact with are limited.
Through reading we can understand the way people outside our time and place think. In other
words, reading makes our lives richer.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTINR. ADFHEIF. ABORERICERSIHEZSAFT UL, EMORIZ UL
BCDNTERATHFE UL D,
HMEPETHRPSNLZEEMINTHD., ZOREEVIVDO— FREZRTHRPICERUIZE
WNIONTNET, BERRTEMREIBIDNEE D IZDIE. WNWDTADODDDFEIN?

That’s true. The invention of books had a great impact on human history. Let’s think about the
historical role books have played.

They say that paper was invented in China, and the process spread throughout the world by way
of the Silk Road. Do you know when movable-type printing started in the West?

Sakura:
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A German man named Gutenberg invented the printing press in the middle of the 15" century,
and books as we know them spread rapidly. We learned about it during world history class.

Mr. Harrison:
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Yes. At that time, Bibles were written by hand and so only the Church or wealthy individuals could
afford them. As a result, most people relied on the Church for religious guidance. However, once
the printing press was invented, books became much cheaper, and people could buy their own
Bibles and read them for themselves. So, what effect do you think the spread of books has had on
society?




Mami:
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Thanks to books, people could get knowledge and information regardless of their class or where
they lived. In Europe, books brought about the Reformation and contributed to the development of
science and other advances in the Renaissance, and that led to the development of our modern
society. They also helped to improve the literacy rate.

Mr. Harrison:
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Right you are. The invention of books promoted the modernization of society, and | don’t think it's
an overstatement to say it led to the creation of our nations and the shape of the world we live in
today.

Well,ylet’s move our discussion back to the beginning. So, how can we tell the younger generation
about the pleasure of reading when they aren’t in the habit of reading? What kind of things should
we try?

Sakura:
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| think that people who read regularly should tell the people around them about the books that
they’ve read. If they share information about these books, others will become more interested. I've
heard recently about an approach where elementary and junior high school students who like
reading become “child librarians.” They act as leaders helping to spread interest in reading to
other children.

Mami:
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| don’t think that it is easy to find reviews of books in Japan. Maybe bookstores, newspapers, and
magazines should have more book reviews. This would provide people with more opportunities to
find out about books in genres other than what you usually read.

Sakura:
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| think businesses and facilities that promote reading, such as publishing companies and libraries,
should work together to make an environment where young people can often come into contact
with books. Books go through a number of hands, such as the author, editors and proof-readers,
before being published, so they have the advantage of having more accurate information than
what you often find on the Internet.

Mr. Harrison:
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That’s right. Nowadays, e-books are becoming more popular, and the situation concerning books
is caught in a whirlpool of change again. When reading becomes a habit, you can think about
things freely in your own mind, and that has something to do with living a full life. Let’s watch this
turn of events after understanding the benefits books have brought throughout history.

SB. COUSXATIE IFREOMACER] CDONWTERLI LS,
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In our class today we’ve been discussing the “benefits and significance of reading.” This class has
been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:
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Hello, everyone.

Listen closely to others and let’s have a discussion in English.
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.
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Our overall theme today is “reading.”

In August 2016, major online retailors, such as Amazon.com, started offering services where
people could pay a fixed price to read as many e-books as they want. The companies are
competing against each other to get more customers, and many people wonder how this will
change our reading habits in the future. Will reading e-books become more common in the near
future? Will paper books survive?

In this class, we will discuss “whether or not paper books will survive in the future.”

It's Discussion Time|

Mr. Harrison:
BIAE, BORSIIFENICEDEBNETIN? EBHEHITT FLE>THITLLD,

Do all of you think paper books will survive in the future? Give us your reasons as we discuss this.

Mami:
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| don’t think they will,

There are two reasons. It costs a lot to print paper books, but more than anything they take up a




lot of space. | think most people are concerned about convenience, so e-books are going to
become even more popular and reading will basically be done on computers or tablets.

Mr. Harrison:
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So you think that all paper books will be digitized in the future?

Mami:
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That’s right. For instance, even the National Diet Library is starting to make digital copies of all of
its books including the very old ones. To prevent paper books from being torn when many users
read them, the “electronic library” lets users view content wherever they are.

Mr. Harrison
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Sakura, what do you think?

Sakura:
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| think paper books will survive. The reason, as far as | know, is that e-books on computers or
tablets are still not easy to read. If you look at the screen for many hours, it will harm your
eyesight.

Mami:
LOLEAS, BiTDOREBICKD., O UERREBRLZE > TN ERNZET,
But, you can be sure that technology will develop, so these problems will decrease.

Sakura:
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| wonder if that’s true. Anyhow, some people like the feel of paper books, and in some ways, it is
more convenient than e-books. You turn the pages by hand and smell the paper. Those things are
part of the enjoyment of reading, and has nothing to do with using an electronic device. With
paper, you can open it up and read whenever and wherever you want.

Mami:
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| am sure that people who grew up reading paper books will feel that way. However, people who
have grown up with digital books won’t necessarily feel that way.

Sakura:
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I've heard there’s research that shows it’s easier to remember information from a paper book.
They think that the act of turning the pages somehow encourages our brains to remember things.




Mr. Harrison:
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At this point in time, there are still a lot of people who prefer paper books. According to results
released by one survey, a total of 69 percent of people answered, they “prefer paper” when given
the choice between electronic and paper books. The No.1 reason for choosing paper books was
that they are “easy to read,” No. 2 was they “like the touch and feel.”

Mami:
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| think that it's true that when you want to spend a bit of time reading, it is nice to enjoy the feel of
a paper book, but when you just want to get the information quickly, digital is more convenient.
Take dictionaries, for example. Electronic versions became popular from the start and for things
such as magazines where you can get the latest information, electronic versions are often more
convenient.

Sakura:
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That’s true. On the other hand, things that you keep on hand for a long time or that you come
back to again and again, such as collections of photographs, literary works, picture books and so
on, might be better in print.

Mami:
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Let me give one more reason. From the point of view of environmental preservation, it may not be
possible to continue to make large numbers of books in the future. We have cut down many of our
forests, and so it may become difficult to make books.

Paper books are produced from trees, printed, and go through many hands before being
displayed in bookstores. Unsold books are returned to warehouses, and storing them is costly. In
the future, we may not have the resources to do this.

Sakura:
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That is a possibility. But, collections of photographs and paintings, and books with distinctive
covers have artistic value, so I'm sure they’ll survive.

Mami:
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To be sure, no matter how popular e-books become, it would be a shame if the culture of paper
books disappeared, and along with it all the covers and printing technology that have been around
since they first appeared.




Mr. Harrison:
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Right. Whether paper books will survive in the future is a question we can’t answer yet. It might all
be up to the present generation and how important they think book culture is. Well, whether it's
paper books or e-books, | certainly hope the custom of reading regularly will be shared by more
and more people.
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This time, we've discussed “whether or not paper books will survive in the future.”
This class was for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

Part II Grades3 &4

Mr. Harrison:
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Hello, everyone. Let’s talk in English about what you feel and think. This class is for Eiken Grade
3 and 4 level listeners.

SHOHBT—VIE [FHEI T,
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Our common theme today is “reading.”

Do all of you like reading? How often do you come into contact with books? Are there any books
that you like to read again and again?

In this class, we’ll talk about “experiences with reading.”

It's Discussion Time]

Mr. Harrison:

S C ARHFETIND, WOEENSSVDEE TARZFHAIIN?

So, do all of you like books? How often do you read books?

Sakura:

BIC—M<HNTT, YVYTOMRBESOHLOHE D EHATNDERBINET,
| read one book a week. If you include comic books and magazines, | read more.

Mami:
=BIC—MEFHEHAET, BEKRICHEENTO T, BEDDXIDIICLTNET,
| read one book every three days. | try to borrow books from the library every weekend.

Mr. Harrison:
EARI v Y IVDAEDIFETI N,
What kind of books do you like?




Sakura:
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| like novels. I've become interested in foreign novels recently.

Mami:
MIBARXZEE, EOFEICATDIAELLFTHIT,

| like Japanese literature. Also, | often read books about science and space.

Mr. Harrison:

Tld. ZNZNOFHEDREERICDONTELE L&D, O, EARKRZFTREHE UICH,
Well then, let’s talk about our experiences with reading. What kind of books have you read
recently?

Mami:
M. EBRGO B vh] ZidE UL, BICEEREEBD ROX=8F] ZiHmdhE U,
| read Botchan by Soseki Natsume. | also read Kaze no Matasaburo by Kenji Miyazawa.

Mr. Harrison:
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Oh, you're reading some good books. Sakura, how about you?

Sakura:
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| read Momo and The Neverending Story by a German author. The Neverending Story was made
into a movie. It's about a boy who reads a book and enters the world in the story and has
adventures. It was fun to read.

Mami:

BBZ2TCTIMR, FAYDINHENZIE, FAIT AT =D IRSHE] BRFETI, SBES
[CHEDERECHOMET. TNTRBICZ > TNET,

That sounds interesting. Speaking of German novels, | really like The Flying Classroom by Erich
Kastner. It's a story about students who live in a dormitory. It was also made into a movie.

Mr. Harrison:

ENBHREBES UL BEXZDRETT,

< BTAIE. ICREEARBREREGTIHE UIEH,

All of those books are wonderful classics of children’s literature.
So, Sakura, have you read any other books recently?

Sakura:

BOFHBNGRELSHAET, [Yr—0OvD « R—AX] QI ="TDPHAY « DIJRF«
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I've been reading a lot of mystery novels. | like the Sherlock Holmes series and Agatha Christie’s
novels.

TEACHER'’S POINT]

Mr. Harrison:
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Yes, | like mysteries, too! By the way, I'll let you know some other ways to say “mystery novel”.
You can also say a “detective novel”, a “detective story” or just a “mystery”. Yet one more is a
“‘who-dunnit’. Yes, Mami.

Mami:
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Recently, one of my aunts gave me Totto-chan: The Little Girl by the Window. It's a book by
Tetsuko Kuroyanagi, and it's about her childhood. It was a big hit during the Showa Era. It's a
really fun and invigorating book.

Sakura:

ME. REBICEBOHSNIZ T\U— Ry —] I —-%&, EFOERHCEEFH:MHE UIC,
PESTUIMEDDTE, BPICE>TUXNKUIC,

| read all of the books in the Harry Potter series last year during summer vacation. My friend
recommended them to me. The series is long and each book is kind of thick, but | was fascinated
by them.

Mr. Harrison:
SETICAELBTHRUEKREIHODFINH,

Are there any books you’ve read again and again?

Sakura:

ME ThLAI=P—D8R] & [N\ DILR)—+« T2 VDER] ZAEEHATINET,
100 S ERIDINGRTI,

I've read The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn many times. They’re novels from
more than 100 years ago.

Mr. Harrison:

MAICCEDHDIAZ, IDBNEESICED—EHRDDIENNTI X, FHICRICADTREG.
TOPELHAT. FELTNOTEULWNWERE> TNET,

When you feel like reading, it's nice to just pick up a book you’ve read before and read it again.
Especially with books you like, you should definitely read them again and again. | hope they’ll help
you grow as a person.

SHIG. FiBDRER] 27 —VIC@ELENFH UL,

Today we talked about “experiences with reading.”

SBEDEHEARZBOR I I EZOBARBEREN. T1 RANvY3VOSERENL. BHEODTTY
- (http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir/) IZ18& L CU\E T,

ROZ TRE] ICDONT T4 RAANvY3avLIET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article, are
available on the program website (http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir/).

Next time, we will discuss “housework.”
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