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Part I: Grade Pre-1 /1 #7252

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE, TDODRZHZD/INIVITI,
SHIE. SaREEICDNTELENKX UL D,
CDODADXIRIG. RIEE1 RTI,

Hello, I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

Let’s talk about a topic today that’s familiar to everyone.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

RERTCEULBERY —XVMO>TEH UL, I FIC—E, 2BEESTUNKSE
FRAD. ETEELNETINR, ZDEZHTIERIE. BATIRRIBOHDIETODME
LD—D7TYT, DBEREIKEEIE. BIFOMNDSHIEBE TOIERNTELE T, BARDE
BN SN C. PDmERIEEIIHN 3 BT CREILE T,

The season for enjoying the cherry blossoms has arrived. Although cherry blossoms bloom
once a year for only a short two weeks, they are truly beautiful. Admiring those flowers is
one of the traditional events of early spring. The temperatures from the previous year’'s
autumn influence the time the flowers begin to bloom. Cherry blossoms are in full bloom for
almost three months as they move from the southern part of Japan to the north.

SBOHET—VIE BR8] TY., HEET lcherry blossom viewing (RDOBTER) | &L
THENTNEY, ERNE, BAIBIROSHE >LEENTT, SENISITI.
EEOEENE) CONTELSNEL &>,

Our overall theme today is cherry-blossom viewing, also known as “cherry blossom festival”
in English. And, right now in Japan, we are in the middle of this season. So, in our class
today, let’s discuss the “economic effects of cherry-blossom viewing.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

FFETIIIERZBENE UISBADSDENEMNMEZ TNET, BABRMERBICKDE.
PFE4 BMDEHEEHIZ 176 BATUR, BIFE. BROEFRICIE. BRIXEDKREHZDIMN
(C. BEMBRICKDIFBEEDOEDAHDBIESNTINDELDTI,




FI. MEHEAEADNERZUICBARZINDCEICIE. EORDBBRRRIRDERT
TEDN] Z2BZCHFT L&D, BRODDIALNEIN?

The number of visitors from overseas who come to Japan for the purpose of cherry-blossom
viewing has been increasing in recent years. According to the Japan National Tourism
Organization, 1.76 million visitors came to Japan last year in April. Every year during cherry
blossom season, commercial facilities, especially in major cities such as Tokyo, strengthen
their efforts to appeal to visitors to Japan.

First of all, let’s think about the question “What sort of economic effect can we expect from
foreign visitors who come to Japan to see the cherry blossoms?” Does anyone have any

ideas?

Sakura:

COBHICIE, TBERORICEEEULERD. KDFANDXIDICRDERB/NFET, 78N
K<IINBDREROREBIREICIE, HDIBUDBZEF—DICLIZBARS UL \EBROTZ<SA
JERBICTATINDXRDTY, ZEREDRKICEET DEGRIE. KARWD/Ny D, IR EIC
EEFHTF, RA—YDORUVIBRENDERERLIBNTET,

| imagine that products associated with cherry blossoms and cherry-blossom viewing sell
particularly well during this time. You see lots of traditional Japanese products with the
cherry blossom motif in shops in places where foreign visitors often go, such as Tokyo and
Kyoto. And you often see limited-time seasonal items associated with cherry blossoms, not
only clothing, bags, and accessories but also food items such as sweets and drinks.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIR, RIERDOFHAL., HETSEDRIRUIN TNDIZERERFONARITIRO,
K<FNFT L, FEDIC, EABRBERRNIRDDHDEBNEID,

That'’s right. During the cherry blossom season, specialties such as the traditional and sweet
sakura mochi, which is a kind of sakura-flavored rice cake, are popular and sell well. What
other economic effects do you think there are?

Yoko:

RIEHRSD, BEmREXDICETNDODTIRIENTUL DD,

ABABNEE. BREVDERZRD T, MDD BROBAPICEREZBIEIT

BEMDHDFTIT LN, ZNICHDBEETDICHHTCEDIERBINFET,

| suppose public transportation and hotels are also busier.

It's possible visitors from overseas looking for cherry-blossom-viewing experiences may go

to a variety of places known for their cherry blossoms. I’'m sure you could also expect to see
a rise in consumption along with that.

Mr. Harrison:
ZOTL&LDOR,




RERY—AVIE. A YNDYREEERIADDIENDIBRZH L TESNKLUEZ, SE
& TAABAEAICKTUT, BROEDKIDBEREFPE—ILUIZVND] CDONWTEREZE
NETIESLY,

That’s probably true.

So, both of you think that consumption by foreign tourists can be expected to increase
during cherry blossom season.

Next, I'd like to hear your opinions about “what aspects of cherry-blossom viewing you

would use to promote it to foreign visitors to Japan.”

Yoko:

ARSI TYXATY /] EVNDREETI, HONEYIBOENNSTEUSZRT
FULWNWTY, 2. BRICIE, #DEFEN 300 <5NHDEBNZCELADDZET, AL
HCTERBEMEZIL., BUSDOBHNEEDNDT, BOENERLDBCENTEIET,
The someyoshino cherry blossom is the most well-known variety. | want people to see their
beautiful pale pink petals. In addition to that, I've heard that there are some 300 varieties of
cherry trees in Japan. Even among the same variety, the colors of the petals can be
different. | think people can enjoy the color differences.

Mr. Harrison:

COREDRINBD IC[E. VWEBBEADKDARDMA TINT, BERIDSESTDADTC
<SANFETR, CSTEEAMDPWRLSE, BUSHE > TAREICENINTT !

The cherry trees on the street in front of our school are in full bloom now, and many people
look at the flowers as they walk by. It's so beautiful to see the petals dancing in the air when

the wind blows!

Sakura:
BEEOHERE L TEMREENIVEDT, BRABEIROBONED—KHIIERNDIEITTY,

ZDBAROEOBEEZNEAD SNS [CEBLTINL S, BADKZER > TES DEAND
IBRZDINENFT R, BRBROAIDNEIITISIDIEFETEET,

Cherry blossoms are a beautiful subject for photography, so | think tourists will want to take

pictures of them to remember their trip. If foreign visitors post pictures of cherry blossoms in

Japan on social networking sites, there may be more opportunities for people to learn about

them. | think we can predict that cherry-blossom viewing will become more and more

popular.

Mr. Harrison:

3BEFE, BRAR OZAT, PEDOKER. RIEBRBREE, BRABORBZELHE
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9, BRODELICIELDSAENE TR, FAFIEKBUELZESE, BARASFHDCHEMSE
ZEBO>TVEDT, BREDOFEDNSDICET>KDULFEULLE ! RAEZDRFBFOERE
SNRELANEBNET,

| see. Japanese people get together with coworkers, family, or friends and enjoy boxed
lunches and drinking at spots famous for their cherry trees. Some people are in such high
spirits it feels like a festival. When | first came to Japan, | thought that Japanese people
tended to be shy and quiet, so the hustle and bustle of cherry-blossom viewing came as
quite a shock! | think the unique scene cherry-blossom viewing presents is very interesting.

Yoko:

FEENOBEBEX T, TRZHEZ TR ULHDIDHRTERTI., BAOERNE T—HEIC
HZUHDIEDEEAZADDTIEENT UL DD,

Everyone from children to seniors can enjoy cherry-blossom viewing—it appeals to all

generations. You might even say that it's an event where all Japanese come together.

Mr. Harrison:

Z2OTIR, CTNTEELHDTLLDN, BDEUHTEAZNZNTI LI, =D
BT, BEEREROBIMESMERZFTE A,

RO IBANS 4B ZERAOAZR, FLTAMADHDFT, Hik. FR. =
HOEFD T, BREREUHDHBEDDIEOENHDEARBES TIEEEBNET,

Yes, that’s right. Everyone can find something to enjoy. There are as many ways to enjoy
cherry blossoms as there are people who enjoy them. Day and night, there’s a constant flow
of visitors to well-known blossom-viewing spots in cities.

Around the time the trees bloom in March or April, there are school graduations, and school
and company entrance ceremonies. Cherry-blossom viewing is an occasion for families,
students, and company employees to enjoy nature together that | believe is only possible in
a place like Japan with its four seasons.

SHBELCKSADRREZRBIDCENTEH LI,

SHB. COUSATHE MNMERDEFEFNR] ICDONTEZF UL,

HIREA RQITTUIZ, COHE. 2HR&QE2HRTT,

| think we’ve had a good exchange of opinions in this class.

Today, we’ve been talking about “the economic effects of cherry-blossom viewing.”
This class was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners. Grades 2 and Pre-2 are next.




Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIZ. B A,

T—VOBRICK U CECBDORBEZRNFT L& D,

CDUSAIL EBIE2#R « E2HREDITTT,

BABNEYBICKDE. FF4BDEHBEHII 176 DATUL, BANSEFTHISNT
NDEERDKETIND, BESATTEBRZRE UVALCKERNDDEBINET,
SHOZART—VIE MMER] TY, BARICIEBREEDIARY OB D,
BATEBRIIAZBAIDODDANRY FIZEBNFEINH. SBIL TTERDHBAI [CDNT
BSAEBUE D THENECRBINET,

Hello, everyone.

As we discuss the topic, please try to express your opinions accurately.

This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

According to the Japan National Tourism Organization, 1.76 million visitors came to Japan
last year in April. Japan’s cherry trees are highly regarded overseas, and I'm sure you have
all enjoyed viewing cherry blossoms. “Cherry-Blossom Viewing” is our overall theme today.

Cherry-blossom viewing is an extremely popular event here in Japan, and today, I'd like
everyone to talk about “cherry-blossom viewing spots.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

SHEERBREDY —XVUNMDO>TEFH UL, BESAlE. BFEEDIDBHBITROIERE
BZUATWETD, ZOEBAHEENETIESL,

The cherry-blossom viewing season has come again this year. Where do you like to go see
the cherry blossoms? Don'’t forget to share your reasons.

Sakura:

MORIESE, BF., OBFAZINTNET, KEHARBRD—RBICVNDSNBSRIBPAICITT
BDRUVVERTENSTY,

Every year my family goes to a different place that is famous for its cherry blossoms. It’s a

good chance for us to get together and go to new places.

Mr. Harrison:

LWNTIR, ZDONZIE. =<5STSADEFIIFKRCEERRDHDDTIN?

That sounds nice.

By the way, “sakura” is the Japanese word for cherry blossoms. Sakura, is there any
connection between your name and the cherry blossoms?




Sakura:
([FU\, MEEMEAMFEIDOT, % E&<5] EB&NTRLEZEDSTT,

Yes. Both of my parents love cherry blossoms, so they decided to name me “Sakura.

Mr. Harrison:

VIFDZDZoEDTINR, RESBEITI,
S<BTAI BIICOTBREDEABRE CADKUCADTNEI DY,
| thought that might be the case. It's a lovely name.

So, what do you like about viewing cherry blossoms at famous spots?

Sakura:

BAICIE. ZLOMHDMBEZ THDDTRIEREBRTEXI, RICEMRDSA FPy TS
NT. BECEELETEHINEM T, F/IT. BPICEBARICESDRENHDDT,
REDIDZEERNDZDDERELHD—DTI,

There are usually a large number of cherry trees growing at famous places. Because of that,
you can fully enjoy cherry-blossom viewing. | really like going at night when the cherry trees
are lit up. It's a completely different atmosphere than during the day. It's great. Also, there
are food stalls and shops around famous places, so you can enjoy the festive atmosphere

as well.

Mr. Harrison:

RIITHDEZPAIECNDBHDEIN?

Are there any places you recommend?

Sakura:

ROBRELUTTFRYHIES T, BERELRICTESET., CCld. Z<SADENEX
S FTOITRD FYRILDPZESNTNDXDBRABRNTEX T, HOFRIICE. BAE
EN'5 100 BAMEDADTNDEENNTNZET,

| go to Chidorigafuchi with my family every year. It's famous as a cherry-blossom viewing
site. It looks like a cherry blossom tunnel when all the trees are blooming. They say that
during the cherry blossom season, over a million people visit there from all over Japan.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEFBS LTI, ELVITO>THENTT,
KOFSAIR NHDTINH?

That sounds wonderful. | would definitely like to go there.
Yoko, how about you?

Yoko:




MDREEERDMFETI, FlF. S<OBHSADCRIEEILEN. BFFUIBPATIERZ

UTWET, TPADIBBD—BARE RO R ZEI > TWET, ACHFHFETIERND
M TBBRBRASRLBRRECREFEAETESEE A,

My famlly also likes viewing cherry blossoms. But unlike Sakura’s family, we always go to

the same place every year. We always sit under the largest cherry tree that is next to the

river in my neighborhood. | don’t like crowded places, so | hardly ever go to any of the parks

that are famous for their cherry trees.

Mr. Harrison:

2BEE, FEHTVWBRNT > SDBDDDTI 1,

BPAENZIE. BARICE, OMSFICELNESND TBAR=ZAE] ENWDEDHHDZFT,
BESARZNONDECICHDNDH > TNKIH?

| see. There’s a good spot in your neighborhood for viewing cherry blossoms.

Speaking of famous places, in Japan there are three viewing spots that are well-known for

their beauty. They are thought of as the three greatest cherry blossom sites in the country.

Do any of you know where they are?

Sakura:

A—E, —DIIBEBRTI LN, =FEH] (. ZDBOBEDBDRNOKI DR Z LT
WD TUIZ, RIECTIT2ECEDBHDFT,

Well, one is in Fukushima Prefecture. It's called the “Miharu Takizakura.” The word taki
means waterfall in Japanese, so just as its name suggests, it's shaped like a waterfall. |

went there with my family.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOCIR, =FBHIEDRAGEM TI. BDDBZFAPIUREOUSHBAIREIRER
DIREBRENTT,

That’s right. Miharu Takizakura is one of the national natural treasures. The other two are
the Yamataka Jindai Zakura in Yamanashi Prefecture and the Neodani Usuzumi-zakura in

Gifu Prefecture.

Tl KERICERZITDEEIC, EDRDBCLEICTE/MTINETLLDND?
Well, then, when you do go cherry-blossom viewing, what should you be careful about?

Sakura:

RZEFSIIV. NCESTE « BOARZRDICUZNTY, FE. BRENEDEZ




=LY —rZEEIL=IUIE. RBICKDEZBDDTIERNMUELZEBINET,

We need to take care of the trees, so we should not climb them, and we need to be careful
not to break any branches. Also, many parks have rules about using plastic tarps, so you
need to pay attention to them. Xtarps EDOZv DY — . B

Mr. Harrison:
BBEE, ITEANMWNTRINECERLHDFEIN?

| see. What else do you think should be done?

Sakura:

ZDTIN. MOARZALDICTDICE. FTTF. BAICXTIDIFHDIITHZRDOCLETT,
MIFFIC—ERTUNEETEAN, ZORHICIFIBVNEDENRZEDBZFI., Z0D
KORBRECBNZERHENIE. BRETIIEISNBRICHFEZDERBINET,

Well, let’s see. First of all, in order to truly appreciate the trees, you have to understand the
power of nature. Cherry trees only bloom once a year, but to do that they have to get
through hot summers and cold winters. When you think carefully about everything it takes

for the trees to bloom, you realize how amazing nature is.

Mr. Harrison

3BEE. ZNIERSBEEZTITIN,

Yes. It's important to realize that.

Yoko :

BRZASLCULEBENATNDDT, ZOXDBANDIRE LT, BROIZOHDIL—ILZE
BETDHUENDDEBNFET,

There are those who do not value nature, and in order to deal with those sorts of people, |
think there need to be more rules for cherry-blossom viewing.

Mr. .Harrison:
BANICEDUESRNTULDND?
Could you be more specific about what should be done?

Yoko:

ez REEBEI DAL REFODLZACEIZZRLUICD. IIPEMITHLIFD
KDIC, EREBICHEEINTERZ LD TETDERINET,

For example, park administrators should make people pay fines when they break branches,

8




and they should remind visitors that they must take their garbage home.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEFE. FDTINR, VFI—ICDONTEZLDVNWNWNBSZNDHDHUIZ, BREAIICT
BDIFEMEDDFE UL, VT —&T > TIRRERZELHCNEDTY,

That’s a good idea. A lot of your ideas today were about good manners. You have gotten
across your feelings about taking care of nature. Let’s be sure to mind our manners when
we enjoy cherry-blossom viewing.

SAlE. MMERDOFA) CDNWTT 1+ ANDvYy 3V LFEUL,
HIR2MEE2REAITTULZ, CODHE 3h&4HRTI,

This time we have discussed “Cherry-Blossom-Viewing spots.”

That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part Il Grades3 &4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIE, BTh, FARCRBRIFZFE O T BEREZENTHE LU LD,

CDODRIF BRIR&4HREITTT,

SHOHBT—VIE. M&DiER] T,

Hello, everyone. Let’s use the English expressions you've learned to express your opinions.
This class is for Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners. Today’s common theme is
“Cherry-Blossom Viewing.”

TR DD R TOERIF. FRREEDH > TEUNTILN, T BRERIICELGS
NFEI L. WWBWEEDD ERBDEDE B, CDOUSATIE. TTEREDBLE] 27
—VICELENET,

Cherry-blossom viewing under trees in full bloom gives you a pleasant sense of freedom.
However, weather can affect cherry blossom viewing, and your memories of it may not all be
good. In this class, we’ll talk about “Memories of cherry-blossom viewing.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

SZAIE, BRZLICCEEHDEIIN?

So, everyone, have you all gone cherry-blossom viewing?

Yoko:
[FU\ APTDOALCHEEFZ > T MORKO R TRALBEZBNZKUIZ, BUWEBWEDLBD




x99,
Yes, | got together with people in my neighborhood, and we ate our boxed lunches under the
cherry trees. It's a good memory.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDEEE. EARBREDEZEBNFILIZH?
What did you eat?

Yoko:

MDRIEIS SEFFICRABEIRET > TITESHUIZ, REBNBSNBREDASZHICED
ZIEVFX UL, RECOBIRERDII>TEN5EDMZAR L TNF UL,

We had boxed lunches and hot pot stew. | made rice balls with different ingredients. My
father put in a lot of effort, too, and from the morning, had prepared a hot pot stew made with

offal.

Mr. Harrison:
SEEEVEREIT T, RIENTVNTEEH LR,

Just hearing you talk about it makes me hungry.

TEACHER’S POINT]

ECATELDFSA, [boxedlunches] ESNXUEED. ZNIE TAH] DIEULNKRIET
9, BIDEVVIIE Mpacked lunch] T, TH. RAHBDCEZ lNunch box] ESHRNN
FIFRLUTLEEEN, EVNDDE lMunch box! [F. EESVYFEESLEOICHESFND
W2 —RDCERN BT,

By the way, Yoko, you mentioned “boxed lunches”, which is the correct term for “bento”.

Another expression for such would be a “packed lunch”. Be careful, though, not to say
“lunch box”, as this is simply an empty container with a handle to carry your lunch in.
SLLTARIBRELEZCEDDDFIIN?

So, Sakura, have you ever gone cherry-blossom viewing?

Sakura:

[FU\ STERITITFEBATULZD BFFEITEH UL, BESTENDIZTI, BROFH.
BHBZONTUENF UL, BIERIDEEE, BOVNRFDOOSENTIZHEE LT
ERNFK UL,

Yes, | didn’t go anywhere this year, but | did last year. It was cold, so it wasn’t easy. The day
after | went | caught a cold. So next time | go cherry-blossom viewing, | should take along
some hot tea and a blanket for my lap.

10




Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEFZCLIENR, BREZUICVDDMIEWVWEBFAIEHDDEIH?

That’s too bad. Is there somewhere that you would like to go cherry-blossom viewing?

Sakura:
AANCEDOEH. KDFSAERDERHEOBHRICREDHBFICITEIENTT,
When | get older, I'd like to go to a temple in Kyoto with Yoko when the cherry trees are in

full bloom.

Yoko:
PMBIAIEZNTT | WMBIEBNZD, HBEZRALD UTHZNWEBNET, ACHIE

| want to go, too! I'd like to eat pink rice cakes and try some sweet sake. | don’t like big

crowds, though.

Mr. Harrison:
FKOFSAlE BLXDEFDEIDOTINR, BREACHIEFEOTLLDIN?
It sounds like you prefer sweets to flowers, don’t you? Why is it that you don’t like being in

crowds?

Yoko:

INSNTA VI DU = LAZBRNBOSKRZRDDTUNES. B1Z250NTNDAICSD
DO TCUFEECTENHDFT, ZOBUDFRZESFLTUINK UL,

When | was a little girl, | was eating soft-serve ice cream while | was walking and looking at
the flowers. | accidentally bumped into the person in front of me and got ice cream on that

man’s clothes.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNR>E<TENENETIN,
That’s a bittersweet memory, isn’t it?

Yoko:

ZZ. lBICRZRONTEFUIZ, ACHTIIABICRELESETNIEENTEEALA,
FNICADZNESEICUVINDSEFTTI, TE. WESLSTAENDDREICHZR
[CITE&IZUV\TT,
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Yes, | was concentrating on the flowers too much. When you're walking in a crowd, you
have to pay attention to those around you. It’s difficult to walk when there are many people
around, so | don't like crowds. Still, | want to go to Kyoto with Sakura to see the cherry

blossoms.

Sakura:
TOT—#HLILLD ! SHLEEULHTY,
Let’s definitely go together! I'm already looking forward to it.

Mr. Harrison:
ROV EEBIERE LFI UL, DERDEREACKRIC(IE. RDEMNTHRIBOBILL/NDOEN
DEUHEDDFIT K1,

ECAT, =OTE. BADSBARICZLDENEHINTNET., EUBHDSDRA
ZIERICIBRFIDHES. CTICENTITESEIN?

You two really get along well. One of the best parts about cherry-blossom viewing other than
the flowers is testing your cooking skills and enjoying eating the food.

By the way, recently lots of overseas visitors have come to Japan. If some of your friends

came to Japan from overseas to see the cherry blossoms, where would you take them?

Yoko :

Z25TCTIMR, EoH<BDT. MDKXITAPIDEDENVRECBISENTITEZL)
T, —BENWICRZDHEMD, BIEDMSIBFAEA > TCNEXIDT, BEZEOTE
ATESDEBNET,

Well, let’s see. Since they came all that way, | would take them to the place | always go to in
my neighborhood with beautiful cherry trees. | know the best viewing places. | also know

where the food stalls are, so | could show them around with confidence.

Mr. Harrison
=< bAEDTIN?
Sakura, how about you?

Sakura:

ZDTIN. AILEHFREDKTTI, HZCIE. AEATZNTI L. BIEEEZISAT
TULVZD, ERECIIEMEEDBIMETH DD LT BELANCEINET,

Let me think. I'd choose the cherry trees in Ueno Park. There are lots of people from

overseas who go there, and | think it's interesting that there are lots of shops, and also

12




museums nearby.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEFE, BRCBERSSADKRDEMDDDNDT. AEADBRLCHELECICENTTT
<DED>TUENFEIT KN, = CSBIE. TER] Z2H@E7T—VIC. CODUSXATIE 1B
BOBNE] Z5F8LEaNE U,

| see. There are many places famous for their cherry trees in Japan, so it might be difficult to
decide where to take a friend from a foreign country. Well, in line with today’s common topic
of “Cherry-Blossom Viewing,” in this class we’ve discussed “memories of cherry-blossom

viewing.”

SEDOBHRARZBORI DI EZOBARBEN. T1 XNy Y3 VDOSEREE. BHEOD
T 7Y+ (http://www.radionikkei.jp/lr) (C38& L CL\ET,

ROE, T4V —=21 [CDVNWT, T+ ANHvyavLET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website (http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir/).

Next time, we will discuss “internships.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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