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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE, TDOODRZHZD/INIRITT,
SHEETADRENRITDCEZEUHCLUTNFET,
COOSADXIRIG. RIEE1RTI,

Hi, I'm your teacher, Mr. Harrison.

I’'m looking forward to hearing everyone’s opinions today.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

BPEINTVNDRIEHERERICVRNZH. NZEDTHD IFERE] OFRSINSED
TWET, 2015 FEICIEIFBRED WD T 100 DAZBZ K UL,

FERBII. NEROBZRSEDEROEHREDHNIL. RATITIONDHBEEHDFT,
EBF. BEK REBR. RETERESFHIFETY, HF. FERBICDNTHEFS
AICEBEEZME U TTHAZO ESERIEEEIC, FERBDIERZEDRIDOELT
&I,

These days, demand for afterschool day care programs for elementary school students is
increasing because parents who work all day can’t be at home when the school day
finishes. In fiscal year 2015, the number of children enrolled in afterschool day care
programs exceeded one million for the first time ever.

Some day care programs are held in elementary school classrooms or on school grounds,
but they can be held at other locations, too. They are run by various organizations,
including local governments, parents’ associations, and private companies. In April of last
year, the Japanese government revised the standards regulating afterschool day care
programs, while making plans for establishing more of them.

SHIF NFERE] ZHET —VIC. TOUSATE, FEREBDRODONDEREZD
Rl ICDNTCELEWNE L&D,

Today, our theme for all levels will be “Afterschool Day Care Programs” and in this class, I'd
like to discuss “why afterschool day care programs are needed and the issues related to
them.”

| It's Discussion Time! |




Mr. Harrison:

BESADPICE. NFEDEICEFERBEMABLUTCVNEADNDDENTEANR, FE
RBEIE. NFEEDOFEETHDBEREDOENRHSEDRBBIAAREICTRITONDIZPATI,
2014 5 ADBATIE. W1 HDADZFERBEZNATCESTHHEEL R > TCNET, 2017
FICIIBDADMENZERBZMNBCERLBRDIEDFAEHDFT,

| imagine that some of you may have been enrolled in afterschool day care programs when
you were of elementary school age. An afterschool day care program is a place where
elementary-school-aged children are taken care of during after-school hours or holidays
such as summer vacation. According to a survey in May 2014, there were about 10,000
elementary school students on waiting lists for afterschool day care programs in Japan. It's
predicted that there will be more than 80,000 who can’t get into one of these programs in
2017.

Tld. FERBOMNANREIBZTNDDONEZTCHFI L&D,
First, I'd like to us think about why the number of people using afterschool day care
programs is increasing.

Sakura:
HEISHKEDIBINNAERERTIFRNT UL DD, INFER, BICEZFIIFEDRENE
BICEEMEND O>TLENET, BIKHO. YRETFEECERDDREOBNINELS
ZBDDEBRTEBNET,

Isn’t it because there are more double-income families? Elementary school classes end
early in the afternoon, especially for the lower grades. So it's natural that parents who
have to work would want to have somewhere for their kids to be after school.

Mr. Harrison:

Z2TCTIM, N1DE] COWDSBABRIB|ODODFITIN. CNIEFZONFERDDRKRT
T, FEENNERICAZTIDEE., BITERICAD. MOMEBERITICIBZDIEEDC
EEELET, NWEBATIE, HESHENSETRUTLODZ IR O>TNET,

That's right. There is a Japanese expression that literally means “the first-grade wall.” It
refers to the problem of parents who find it difficult to continue working because there’s
almost nowhere to take care of their kids when they start elementary school. Today in
Japan, there are more families where both parents work than there are families with
stay-at-home moms.

TlE EDDBRIGEZASNETIND?
Well, can anyone else think of any other reasons?

Yoko:

IZFEICDODFEE. BRICE D TNDERBINET,

| think that the increasing number of nuclear families and the declining birthrate are also
factors.




Mr. Harrison:
ZNIEEDIDICHELTNDEEZSNFIN?
What effect do you think those things are having?

Yoko:

FI. BRFRHLICK > T B|WOBEINTNDEIC, AROAZDFEEDHFEET DN
HULIZO>TNDEBNET,

First of all, regarding the trend toward nuclear families, when the parents are working, it’s
more difficult for grandparents to take care of the kids.

Mr. Harrison :

BBFE, TR KL o TELOPADAADEODNERNDE LNEEAR,

| see. So maybe it would be a good idea for other adults in the neighborhood to take care
of kids instead of extended family members doing it.

Yoko:

ZNICFEEDRNIE, APAOFEERATOENDDEDRLIZNDFT, HETIE. HZHD
FEELTHDBEUIHB THILEEDVRNTT, ZERBEVNDRIDCHBIMUBIEEER
BDIRIZNDTIFZENT LKL DD,

Also, if the number of children declines, they’ll have fewer connections with other children in
the neighborhood. In big cities, there aren’t many parks for children to play in. So a lot of
parents probably think there should be designated afterschool day care programs for their
children.

Sakura:

ZD LR EDRNR TIE. BEREODZENMERTESRVNCEROEZDCENHE. F
BERBENOFEENSFT > TCNDERNET,

Because of these changes in society, parents don’t think their children’s safety can be
guaranteed, so demand for day care programs is increasing.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIMN, TH. FTREICNFENDNEX UNIEFICESTAFTNDISHDER RIS
DTCVNET, . NERICAD, —ATEBTEZETIHEG. BEOVH/ODEIREZECS
BEULRITNERSR<BDE. BICE>TEAAERBDFEEDB UIRHIME T K13,
| see. Unfortunately, in recent years, there have been horrible crimes where elementary
school students have been victimized on their way to and from school. And when children
enter elementary school, if they’re left to take care of themselves at home, they’ll have to do
their homework and prepare snacks by themselves. A lot of parents are worried about that.

Tld. FERBOZFECLUTC EOXDBCENEITENDTLLDID,
Well then, can you think of any problems with afterschool day care programs?
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Sakura:

BIEDODAMOEZERIDCLLEEBNET, FERBOBECDNTE. EOXDBE
ENBDDDTLLDD?

Ensuring there are enough qualified staff. What kind of standards are there?

Mr. Harrison:

ESIF1 DT 40 NREFTTEFEDHONTNET, BEEBEEF2 AMEESNTNET,
The maximum number of students in one afterschool program is usually 40. There have to
be at least two staff members.

Sakura:

3BFE, BIEDERD, BEDEZSOILHDIHELIESEIAMUETT, LKL, &
<BNWCTESDIIZHDRBZEZDCETRDNERENTIN,

| see. Of course it will be necessary to ensure there are enough staff members and give
them training to improve their ability to do their job. But it will also be necessary to create a
working environment that will encourage people to stay in the job long-term.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIR. EEIC. WETERDEEESDFNIELS, ¥DNIFURICEERBLTL
XD, REMEBAIEZ TINDZDTI, BENEHOSNZRITNIL. MEROIEFZTH L
<IEDFET,

Yes, actually, the annual salary for qualified afterschool program staff members is low, and
half of them quit within three years, so the number of areas with staff shortages is
increasing. If they can’t get enough workers, it will be difficult to increase the number of
facilities.

Sakura:

FROMIEDAEDEEERBTIIRENTULDD, ERAICEESNLCZERERD.
FEEBLCDONWTRICERDIERZ., BEOKECLFERBEODEESENFOHHREIDICENS
ZICIENFET, TDIFTDCET. BEDFDH > CERVERB TR IO CEETEZT, Mg
DALCBIC, BIZIENS YT« 7 OHEME LTSN L TESZIE. FEELBEORMN
IBZ. MEOFEELHBDIEHICEDERBINET,

| think that cooperation between schools and neighborhoods will be an issue. If afterschool
programs are held in elementary schools themselves, it will be easier for classroom
teachers and afterschool day care staff to share information about student issues. In that
way, a community is created that can help solve problems more quickly and support children
more effectively. And, if local people do things like get involved as volunteers or teachers,
they, too, will have more chances to connect with the children.

Mr. Harrison:

ETEKRNRRTI, FEELTHDRBICHEDSETIFBIADEND, EREEEET
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SNIFE. KDLZET. KDAEUCHEREDIEED CENTEFT, HBEARTFES
EBEDORKRESZEITDCENTETEH I,

That's a good point. If lots of people from the community get involved with child raising,
and there’s cooperation with local schools, the community will be safer and the children will
be able to make better use of their time after school. The whole community will contribute
to the child’s development.

SBIE TFERBIROSNDIEREZDZRERB] [CDNTEBZF UL
Today, we’ve been discussing “why afterschool day care programs are needed and the
issues related to them.”

HIEEE RQITTURE., COHEIL. 2R&E2HRTT,
This class has been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. BT A,

SHERBWERSEZET L CVET,
CDODRIF ER2HRk « E2HREQIT T,

Hello, everyone. | look forward to hearing your opinions today.
This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

HEISKEMEZ CNET, ZORR. FERENMMVERFEELHBIEZTIVET, 2015
FEICIEIFBENIH T 100 SAZBZF UL,

The number of families where both parents are working is increasing every year. As a
result, the number of children who need afterschool care is also increasing. In fiscal year
2015, the number of these children reached 1 million for the first time.

FECERADHBZERBLTCNET, FRIEDNSEEEBETOECAINBINT

BRE
588, FEBRBNBREZULD., BODZBNANLD, BARLDITDDERTOD

=

9, 18
£9,

The majority of afterschool care programs take place at schools. Many of them last from
the time school finishes until 6 p.m. A supervisor watches the children work on homework,
eat snacks, or play after school.

SHIF NFERE] 2HBT —VICLTNET, CODSX TR, IEZERERFEELH
DEBZEZIDINEN 27 —VICELEWET,

Today’s overall theme is “Afterschool Day Care Programs.” In this class, we’ll be discussing
“‘whether afterschool day care programs should support students with schoolwork?”




| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BESSADPICE. NFEOEICFERBZMNALUCCENDHDIAENDEBINET,
FEREC. AZAIFEBEEZRITDIRE. EEXEICHZEANDINESLEEBNEIN?
I’'m sure that some of you were in afterschool day care programs when you were children.
Do you think that these programs should help children with schoolwork, for example, with
special study times?

Sakura:

MSEBKTYI, FERBICBLBERICBEZIDE. BRNMLLIISDET, FERET
BRZEFEONCOHEIBEEEL RS IS TXINERNET,

| think that they should. [ think that if children wait to do their homework until they get
home, they become very busy at night. If they don’t work on homework during the time
they are in day care, they may lose time for sleeping.

Mr. Harrison:

‘OIS, BBEFTICBENBEATINGE BEHNDZSTIN,

That’s true. And if they’ve finished their homework before they come home, it helps the
parents as well.

Yoko:

FE. RXITY, MEREICE. BRISECE DFEHORENFECICIHIMBIEEBNET,
FEBRBIEBEDTULNWCEEZRDDINEIZERBNET, M@z UIZVFIR>INIFEL)
ERBNFIH, 2BZ2PINCITDIMNEIFRNERINET,

| don’t think they should. | think that children need free time after school. Children should
be able to decide what to do on their own. If they want to study they can, but | don’t think
that these programs should focus on studying.

Sakura:
BOVRHANSEBBBZDITDC L. ZORBRDEBICETSRICREDFT, ZNIC. F
BYA L ERITTE BSBENMERE > TUEXDTETIRDHDEE A,

| think that children need to learn good study habits early. It makes it easier for them to
study later on. Even if the programs schedule some time to study, it doesn’t mean that the
children don’t have any time to play.

Mr. Harrison:

KDFSADEDKDIC, BSCHOBERRFEEFEEICIEIETERUTINR, —7.
BEEREDZZSANEMWIITEDENDDND, =<LZANDERTIN,

As Yoko said, it is important for children to have free time where they can play. As Sakura
said, though, it is possible to schedule time for both.




Yoko:

FE. FERECIE. FEENEHOPT—RICHMSBICIDMBAIZD, I=2°7—Y 3
VEBENEFAIZDTDICENTERILDBIRIREDREMEZE UTNINEZERBNET,

| think that afterschool day care programs should create an environment where children can
work in groups and learn communication skills.

Mr. Harrison:
BIZIEEDK DB BDODEIN?
Can you think of any examples?

Yoko:

FERBIIEDFFOISRADFEECLEHN—HEICENDIBTI, EFT. FEELBN
—#EISESP T, EOXDICTNIEEDNREUSSINTETINZEEZONDLDICIRDFET,
Day care centers are a place where children from different grades and classes can play
together. In such a group, each child can learn to play together with others in a way that
everyone else can have fun.

Mr. Harrison:
FEBLLHEMMARMZSICOIITNKREBEZRH UZEDDRNENDTETIN,
So you think it should be a place where children can learn social skills.

Sakura:

FEEBELUTCE. BFRFOFMEZFDOFOEZEEFLOLCD. REBALTTHAE SO
NITDCET, EBNRDDD DD FEEDRKEIRT CENHRFTCEEHT,

| think that older students can help younger students study and friends can work together to
learn a topic, so | think that it helps them learn and become more mature.

Mr. Harrison:

[F0), BPIRBERACIEESZRE CESDLEULEH. EBURN ENDEBNET,
NWODTTL&DD?

Yes, and | think that providing supervisors with specialist knowledge will improve scholastic
results. What do you think?

Yoko:

NBSNSBFROFDNT, EEOFBEVNRZFAURDICLEITICELFHELUNERNET,
RETENMEE T ISEORBMIBRTRIVIED, ZEXEICEETZE<DE. IRENICH
LLDTIEENT L& DD

| think the children are of various ages, so it’s difficult to teach everyone effectively. Unless
it is a high-priced, private afterschool day care program, I think that focusing on scholastic
support is unrealistic.

Mr. Harrison:




BBFE, FBBOBNSDHEETEZE I IRUN, FERBOLDIZT—ERERD A
NTNZEZEBNDDBIN. BHEZEPIMNIIBEZ TETNET,

| see. In large cities, some private companies that offer classes are now starting to offer
afterschool day care programs as well.

Yoko:

S<LE5TAD. FERBICHNTERODBRZIDCEBRICRAEILE R, 212 &
AMESICHITTEVDERD—8ERSIENTDICEDFEDINKDKRUIZEBNET,

I’m not really against children working on their homework like Sakura suggested. 1 just
think that learning social skills and being part of a group is more important.

Mr. Harrison:
ZDO TR, TNEARETIN,

And those things are important.

ETAT. ADHEME—TZTEE. ZOIZHDDBSDPDRAFIVESICDIFDES, RFEET
[E. #kBE%Z [develops (BICDITD « BHI D)1 EVVET, BIZIE TBU>FIZHIEZE
RTHEMDZL ZECDITD] EEAFT,

By the way, when one learns social skills — or any type of skills for that matter — we also say
in English that one “develops” skills. You could say, for example, “Kids develop many of
their social skills in school.”

=C ABOT—VERBHICEZTINKLUIZNR, FERBIE. FEECTHDBERES
NWOBERIFEERCITIBCI, SBRESFSFRHATEZBLTC. FEBZHDRIDK
VERERICDIED > TN EWNNTI 1,

Well, you all thought about today’s topic very carefully. Afterschool day care centers are an
important place where children spend time after school. | hope that these programs will
continue to improve so that they can help children grow.

SO, MEFERERFEECLCHDEBREBEZIDINED [CDNTELEWNFKUIC,
HIR2REE2R@ITTUIZ, TOHE. 3h&4HRTT,

This time we discussed “whether afterschool day care programs should support students
with schoolwork”

That'’s all for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Coming up next is Grades 3 and.4




Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIZ. B A,
SETADRROFERZHE LI L&D,
Hello, everyone.

Let’s share our opinions and experiences.

CDODAIF. BRI &4H#REAIT T,
SHOHRBT—VIE. FERE] TI,

This class is for Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners.

Today’s common theme is “Afterschool Day Care Programs.”

HEZSORZFDNFLEQITOFEREBICT T DIRENEE > CULET, 2015 FICE R
AENIHT 100 DAZBZ., FHEEEZIIET,

Demand for afterschool day care programs is increasing for elementary school children
whose parents both work. In 2015, there were over 1 million users for the first time, and
there were also many children on waiting lists.

CODSATIE THREREEBDBCUR] Z27—VICELEaNTZNERNET,
In this class, we’ll talk about “ways to spend time after school.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BSAR. NZFEDOBICFERBEZMNBULCCENDHDTLLDIN, SBIE. ESADIN
FROEE, EOLDICUTHEREZBC L TUVEDICDWNT, ELENZNWERBNZET,
BERE. ARSAFEIZLTBTLUTNRLED?

When all of you were elementary school students, did you attend afterschool day care
programs? Today, I'd like to talk about how you used to spend time after school when you
were elementary school students. So everyone, what did you use to do after school?

Sakura:
FE. FROSIFELTC. ITBEZFFITETCNE UL
| went home after school, and first | did my homework.

Mr. Harrison:
BETIH?
Every day?

Sakura:
F\, TTEIBEERNDSETDIENDDNBEDNRTLE, REBEILIZDETEAT
nEure.




Yes. | promised my mom that I'd finish my homework first.  After that, | played with my
friends.

Yoko:

FIEEIC, SEHFTEBBICEY., ZORIIBEZIDENDDNBEDHRTURZ,

| did the opposite. | played freely until five, and | promised my mother that | would do my
homework after that.

Mr. Harrison:
KOFSAIEEFIEXTIEEDKDICBC LU TNKLEND?
How did you spend your time until five o’clock?

Yoko:
RETRYIN—ILZELULZD, REBODRTTUET —AZLIZD UTWEUE, FE.
BHICL>TIE. FERBICSNIDCEEDHDFURL,

| played dodgeball at the park or video games at my friend’s house.

| was also going to an afterschool day care center on some days of the week.

Mr. Harrison:
FERECONMBNRICE > ECER>BDEIN?
What do you remember about that experience?

Yoko:

FHEEBZ CBRALEUNWBNED DD ET,
BOXDEFTOFOAAZRDDN. ZULN DT,

| have good memories of playing with students from different grades.
| enjoyed taking care of children younger than me.

Mr. Harrison:

RIC. BEREICEABRERTRICSHULEDCDOVNWTEHEX I, BISHIC. [participate |
ENDEEIE. B ITDDNELNCTEDLDHDZFET,

BELZEDES, ltake part] EVNOFE (B5899) &FESCEBETEFT,

Next, I'd like to hear about what regular activities you participated in after school. By the
way, the verb “participate” can be difficult for some people to pronounce. If so, you can
also use the verb “take part”.

TlE. HERERICANDNBNSOERNZEEZ U CUVEANWDTLLDD?
So, did anyone take lessons or take part in any regular activities after school?

Sakura:
BRFEEP ) ZE>TNXURLE, T, HIBOFEEEDBIRNCSHN L TNE U,
| took English and piano lessons. | also took part in group activities for local children.
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Mr. Harrison:
ZDFENE. EDRDREDTIN?
What kind of activities were they?

Sakura:

MWD FEBNEE > T REODTEHUNZELIZD., AIR—YARRICSNLIZD LE UL,
HWIEDOARALCBICEBDDCEZEATES AT, BIATEZMNTITINDXRDICRDIE
LDDIZTY,

Children from the neighborhood would get together and do shows at local festivals or
participate in sports tournaments. | was glad because adults in the neighborhood also
started recognizing me and saying hello to me around town.

Mr. Harrison:
ZNIEIFRLUILTEDTIR, OAREDITLULDN?
Sounds like you really enjoyed it all. How about everyone else?

Yoko:

. ISWMDORBFFOKIKIEZEZE > TCNKUL, BB, ERODKIKSICADK UL,
| took English lessons, and also swimming lessons, which | started at 3. Eventually, |
joined the school swim team.

Mr. Harrison:
KIXBBDRRERIC DN TD LGB L TINEIN?
Can you tell us a little about your swim team experience?

Yoko:

KIKBBIE. RDTDBDODE UL, ERICENIE. F1AZSD, ARICHZDTEDLD
[CRDFE UL, EROATORIZBENTE. SA/NLELTHRNEG>THRE LFLIZ, &
LWBNEE., CSCEFENREES. T<SATETHUC,

We were divided into different levels. In the advanced levels, your times were recorded
and you could participate in competitions. | made friends from outside my school, and as
rivals we had races with each other. | have a lot of good memories, though it was
sometimes very hard.

Mr. Harrison:
FNIIRERERZ LK LIE1A,

That sounds like a great experience.

Tl BEREOSFTSEIRFIN'S, ADNRARLCENDNIFHZTIIZSU),

So, please tell me what you learned from your various after-school activities.
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Sakura:

M. FEERZDAARY FDOERZBEL T, BEIDIBOEEEREV O EHEMZSICD
[TRCENTEREBNET,

By preparing for events for neighborhood kids, | think | learned social skills such as
role-sharing and trust.

Yoko:

MIFERBOBNSEZELUC E<SADAEEENF UL, CNFETRHOREZRT
DTCLNIZHRERICERF LUIZINTT,

Through after-school day care programs and different kinds of lessons, | met many people.
| also really appreciate the teachers who supported me over the years.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIMR, RDBRO>TEBZTHDE. BEREDSTSFTRAEERD. SOBSADHED
RBEBR DTN EDDDDFEITR, CNHHE. BIENICERZEHENRT. BH0DT
BEMEDOAIRZERNCAIT TN > TRUWNWERBNE T,

Well, if you think about your past, you can see that the various activities that you did after
school helped with your personal development. | hope you will continue to have many
experiences and expand your potential and personal connections.

SHIE. THEREDBC UG 27 —VICELEaNFH UL,
Today we talked about “ways to spend time after school.”

SEDOBHERNRZBORI DI EZOBABEN. T1 XNy Y3 VOSERHIE. BHEOD
T I+~ (http://www.radionikkei.jp/lr)) [Z38& L CUVFET,

ROF IMy@FL] EDONT T ANDvY3VULFET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website. Next week we will talk about “First-Aid Treatment.”

RO MHBFB] ICDNT, TR AvY3Y LI,

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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