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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIL, TOUOSRZHZD/INIRAVTY,

WKWK T RAANYIY3VYTIXR, BBHICSHNLTIIZSU,
COOSAUSL, EIRE 1 fRXIR T,

Hi, I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

It's time for our discussion. Please join in as much as you can.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

AFBEERESHESU. SFEBRITOENERZEERESEBALET,
BRCHBIFDIBESEDODA0ERDLUTNET U, BEDEICXT T DEERNBNTES T DED
(&, RO TR MEREINI SV EEETRIFSNTNE T L, RIESH(E. EBQTICEIZLT
FERMBOBRZEREEITDICET, COBRICKH U TERZELCRIDELTNFET,

This fall, Japan’s major insurance companies will begin providing new car insurance plans for
young people. The number of young people in Japan is declining, and a new word,
“kuruma-banare,” is being used these days to refer to the trend of young people becoming less
interested in cars. The insurance companies are making strategies to deal with the trend by
introducing discounted products for young people.

SBIE TOILVY] Z2HET—NVICT+ ANy Y3V UNWEBNET,

X CODVSATIR. EBOERNICEIEDHZNTDIE] EDNWTELENEX L&D,
Today, we’ll be discussing the topic of “Cars” in all of our classes. First, in this class, we’ll be
discussing “how to stop young people from losing interest in owning cars.”

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:

RAIC. BEDORKEICDOVNTERBBLE UK D,

BDRRICIE2FE2EH D F T,

OEDIBEEREEFEEIN. EUBHTHLNCERZSBZOANZEBIELTCLE>ZD L
CHBSICRHELTINDENTY, BEZMEIT IR, MIFINATDICENEHTITSNTINE
9, ZUC 2DBRERRIET. CNEBBERE TH/N—NENED. BIZIEBDDE
DIBED, EHLRFBEBDERK. HNCEHESTTCUIEZHBEIC. KDSBERRIIERER
HTHDCEDTEDRIRTT,




SO, RIESHADRATIELZRRIRENDDIE. EFRERROCETT,

First, I'd like to explain some things about car insurance.

There are two types in Japan.

The first is called “compulsory automobile liability insurance,” and it covers you only if you injure
another person or cause damage while driving.

It is legally required when you purchase and own a car.

The second type of insurance is voluntary. It is for things that are not covered by the
compulsory insurance, including damage to your own car, injuries to you, and higher levels of
coverage if you injure others or cause damage to their car or property.

The discounted insurance being introduced by insurance companies that | mentioned previously
is of this second, voluntary type.

ZNTREBBULEZNWECBNET, RTAFEICEDIMESNZNTIN?
And so, I'd like to ask, do the two of you have many chances to ride in cars?

Yoko:
[ NDDXRTIF. REBEEEEHLRLIT,
Yes, my father and mother both drive.

Sakura:
ZUTRODETHENMREILSEIWIICTTEET,

18 RICIE DI D, REFZE D CEDES 28TV TT,
And | often go shopping with my mom or dad in his car.
When | turn 18, I'd like to get my license and start driving.

Mr. Harrison:

RBFEE,

Tld. =22Z<TIN SODRIFSHICKDELZRRIEE. RRICEBDEFHNICEIEHZED
[TONDEZBEZFIN?

Okay.

So, to start off, do you think that the new discounted insurance plans will actually be able to stop
the trend of young people losing interest in owning cars?

Yoko:
X, Z2DBUNET,
Yes, | think they will.

Mr. Harrison:
BETLLD,
Why do you think so?

Yoko:




BaFHOZOAN FRRRCNATDIEENTNET,

2R TEIENEDDTHNIE. BREFDOEEENDEBRNET,

I've heard that most car owners purchase voluntary insurance.

If those insurance plans became more affordable, | think a lot of young people would be
interested in purchasing cars.

Mr. Harrison:

SOlE. HTVAND—ZFOAZEZRIRODIIRICTDIRE, EBEFRY—T v RELT
NBDKRDTT,

TlE. =<BTAREDTLED,

Insurance companies are targeting young people by doing things like offering discounted
insurance to first-time car buyers.

So, what do you think, Sakura?

Sakura:

MIE. ZNEEDREBZNCBINET,

ENDDE, BEBDERNDIEEBHD—DIC, BEHDERDETONDIEEETHUL, £EX
RIEWNDLZTE. EEROBADE LUVWATNDEBNET,

| don’t think the new insurance plans will be very effective.

One reason that young people are becoming less interested in cars is that their purchasing power
is declining. Even if the insurance fees become cheaper, there are still a lot of people who
couldn’t afford the car itself.

Mr. Harrison:

EANC, O—VDOU—RBEEDBATIEINBNBHDFTIH,. BABKDELNEND
BENNDDEUNZEE AR,

That might be true. There are various types of loans and leasing programs available, but there
would be a lot of young people who would have trouble buying a car.

Sakura:

%n@B\%Eﬂﬁﬁﬁm\ﬁ,‘ BIEANFELTCUN\DD T, BEMEE UIRNATIEHEN
EBUET,

%DMDAH ZEZERROMBZRH LN EBIET,

And Japan has highly developed public transportation systems, especially in urban areas, so a lot

of people don’t need cars.

That kind of person would never even think about the cost of insurance in the first place.

Yoko:
FNIEEZFET., BERICFEATLNEECICTEEE CTREINTRETT,

| agree. If you live in Tokyo or the surrounding area, it’'s easy to get around by train.

Mr. Harrison:




Tl RIEPNZESIESNTDITEMADTET, TR BBICEICHRKRERICEDLCHIC. Ch
ISIIEDNBZ5NEINH?

| see.

So, can you think of any ways to get young people interested in cars besides lowering the cost of
insurance, then?

Yoko:

IDN—ZBOTENDDIFEDTUL DN,

RIBICER I DN KROSNTNDP, BUEIEIIN—ERSREDXTREEZE L TESHUIC,
RIBICBUNBENDSSICIBA T ZNOMEIHRKIREBNIL. BRUICZIFICADEDSLE
MEZDC LR, BERERDLBDDEBNET,

How about increasing the number of environmentally friendly vehicles?

The government is currently doing things like lowering taxes on environmentally friendly vehicles
due to public demand for environmental protection.

If the number of environmentally friendly cars increases even more, and if the taxes on them are
lower, it will be effective in increasing the number of reasonably priced models, so there will be
more choices for young buyers.

Mr. Harrison:

ZZ. EoEZNEDDNIE. BEHDDENEE CTEEZMEIDCEICKIDERERDONE
UNFEAR, S<STAREDBNEIN?

Yes. If there were more inexpensive cars, young people who had less purchasing power might
become more interested in obtaining one. What do you think, Sakura?

Sakura:

N=IVIPIVTEESEHETDDEEDTULLDD? Ry FTINZEHZMHE UL,
N—=IxzPIVITIR. BRAEZEATDIANDDIC, N—Yz P IVITY-—ERICERLE
9, BEIULCWEIC, VS YTEZEFNZELUC, 15 DEETERIDCENTEET,
JZFRIC UDESER UISL\DTHNIF E TERER TREENRTIETI,

How about promoting car sharing services more? | read about this online.

In car sharing, instead of buying their own vehicles, people register with a car sharing service.
When you want to drive, you just make a reservation online, and you can use the car for as little
as 15 minutes.

It's very convenient and saves money if you're just an occasional driver.

Mr. Harrison:

NREANXZUIELDTIN!

Z2TCTI. D=V PIUVIRBNEBATEIAEIREIRRATY, A+HEOADBEAN—Y
TPV —ERXZRALTNT, ZOHEIERRICIBZTNET,

Sounds like you've done your homework!

Yes, car sharing is now a big business in Japan. Hundreds of thousands of people use car
sharing services every month, and the numbers are growing rapidly.
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ME. #ABRSAIFSEBNSDDDRNRA Y FEZEIT T ZLDBEZDINECEZRLTINE
Uiz, dDHED,

Well, you've all expressed some very good points today and have given us much to think about.
Thank you.

SOnT -V EBOERNICEIEHZDNTDIE] TUIC,

TR IR TURLZ, CODHEF2MMAFE2HRTT,

Today’s discussion topic has been “how to stop young people from losing interest in owning
cars.” This class was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

The Grade 2 and Pre-2 level is next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIZ. BZA.

EmDISHECI, ERINWNTIN?
CDODRIFE BIR2HR « E2HRXIRTT,

Hello, everyone! It's time for our discussion. Are you ready?
This class is for Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2 level listeners.

BARDADBD TEBDERHNDEATHYD., BEEXERIBEZRZATCNET, ZIDEE
N BEICKDIECEZBALTESDLOHDXIRZEZE L TCNEIN, ZO—DNH RIES
DT OMNDSIRFTT DRV LIHEBEEIRIZTI,

As the Japanese population falls and fewer young people buy cars, the car industry is having
trouble. As a result, many companies are trying to come up with ways to make owning a car
more affordable.

One example is that insurance companies will start selling less expensive car insurance.

SHOMET—VIE D)LV ] T,
CODSRATIE TRBLE] [CDONTELENFE UL D,
Today’s overall theme is “Cars” and in this class, | would like to discuss, “road safety.”

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:

TOZELLTIN RERBBHRZBEITOHICEARCEICKENITZESNND, BREZED
gT<IEE,

Today, I'd like to hear your opinions on what is needed for road safety.
ZDRIICEHEREZRBNT LI L&D, FTF. “pedestrian” [FHNTNDA H17E) ZIELE
9, EOD—DEBRON “crosswalk’E “crossing’, CNIE. EB5E. ADEDORAINE
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DIRICRABT D MEMSE] DCETY, “sidewalk” [FEEEDRICD > THHANTUNDHTE
FADBDCET, il EES0VVEY,  “intersection” [FZDMDEHRND KEMRI DT E
TI, Tld. ZAEEFLEHGRRIFAZT > CUVVRND T, HITBEDERTEZTILESL),
But before we get started, I'd like to introduce a few words that are related to road safety. First,
the word “pedestrian” means “a person who walks.” Another important word is “crosswalk” or
“crossing.” This is the section of a road where people can go from one side of the road to
another. There is also a “sidewalk” which is the section next to the road where people can walk
and cars are not allowed, and “intersection,” which is where two roads cross each other.

Since neither of you can drive yet, I'd like to hear your opinions from a pedestrian’s point of view.

Sakura'

MF. RBIL—IVZ, REFEPBETIBIED/\1 IREDBGZRBICIT TR, HITEDVE
iﬁ@lgﬁ%)\%:&fb? SRS ENNERNET,

| think that it's important for everybody to learn about road safety rules, not only people who get a
car or bike license.

Pedestrians and bicycle riders also need to learn the rules of the road.

Mr. Harrison:

1’)73\‘0?—&*6' motorbike ﬁnfkd)c_c‘:’?_? Dﬂib?b\éc‘:ub\?—ﬁ@” ZDOTCTL&D?
FECI & Ibikel EVVDCEZLIZIE® Moicycle(B#nE) ] ZRHKKLET,

| see. I think that you mean a motorbike license, right?

In English, the word “bike” usually means bicycle.

SLLETADEDIRBIL-ILER. BIZIE. EAREDTIN?
So, then, what rules do you think people need to know?

Sakura:
HISDEBFRHNMTZRRT INMDIUEN DD EBNET,
| think that they need to know what the different traffic road signs mean.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDCT, ZLDERDBBIZHNDDFTIN. ZNHEASTCEHBERFEDPT larrows and
signs (REDCHEGSD ] CIPATUET,

ZNSDEFHNMIZRGE L TCNBDE > TNDEVNWERB S EREEZHZ TINEIN?

Yes, there are many different road signs, which people also call “arrows and signs” in
everyday conversation.

Can you tell me about a time when you wished you knew what those signs meant?

Sakura:
Z—E, BFEBIC. BEEEDEDETREIEDEZFNDDE UL, CNZRIEEE. BERE
MIBIEEEND CEDDD IEDO TR >IeE/B O TENDHOF LU,

Umm, well, on the way to school there was a sign that said cars were not allowed during certain
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hours. 1 think it would have been good to know that that road could be dangerous during other
times.

Yoko:
ZFONRA. EFROEFINRNDERDELICEDDFET, ZNIE DEAZLE ] ZRBHKLULET,

Oh, we have a similar sign near my house. It means “no entry”

Mr. Harrison:

Hd. HIXTII T—580@TRHEE] ZRKRIDEDICDONTE L TNDDTINR. D, HIEC
DIZRZADNBNBSRERHEZNOSMIZERKR T DD > TNDCEFNNTETT,
Tld. KDFSA. BEBDZECDNTODHIRCOREIXITIN?

Ah, you're talking about the one that means “temporarily closed to traffic” . Well, it's good
that you are both aware of various traffic signs and what they mean.

So, Yoko, what’s your opinion on road safety?

Yoko:

FE. HITBDE > ETRRESTDCEESICDITINECEBNET,
| think that pedestrians should learn to be more careful.

Mr. Harrison:

BEZESBNEIH?
Why is that?

Yoko:

PIZIL. 0. AVKZERBDSEESNTNDAZRIIBNNTET,

SITEESERIRERH L T ANESSIDSDRAVNEBFZEZ DINEZERBNET,

Well, recently, | see a lot of people looking at their cell phone while they walk. People need to
be aware of the dangers around them while they are walking, so they shouldn’t use their phones
while walking.

Mr. Harrison:
FODFSARIEBERIZMITTNEXIN?

Are you usually careful?

Yoko:

HRIRMEAVRZRT D TNDDTIN, HETBRNSRAVATHRNZR TLEDCENDBDET
N BEREIBAVDZEIICUBDSHE, BRDIEEEHTZEILEDHDILDCLTNET,

Well, actually, | have a smartphone, and | sometimes look at it when I’'m checking a map.
However, | try to be careful and look around me.

| also usually stop when | have to look at my phone.

Sakura:




ICE. BZ2SHEBN5A VRV EDIITERZENZD., EF2LU VD ITDIANEREC
ENBDFET,

BHICBIZEDEEIC/RBNERUFET,

X2, BEEORB/IL—ILERDZINTT,

0. AAOEPTEBEIEMEZ TNEID, HITEESDOND S TIVEDDFT,

Yeah, and I've seen some people wearing earphones and listening to music, or talking on the
phone. | think that it's particularly dangerous when crossing the road.

| also think that bike safety is important. Recently, the number of bikes on the road has been
increasing, and | think that there have been more and more accidents with pedestrians.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIR, RWBREIFHICEL>TEARZECETT,
Tl ICADBHDTLEDID?

Yes, road safety is important for everyone.

Does anyone have anything else to add?

Sakura:
W EROYR— EOARBLEEBNET,

| think that it's important for local residents to help out.

Mr. Harrison:
BENICE. EOKDBZYNR—ETIH?

Can you tell us more?

Sakura:

BETSEIC IO AN > T, E8EH< REZFEITDIECAZRLCCENBDIT,
ZOEE, HEEARTRBRZICBZE > TWCOBMOAZBELNWERUF UL,

Well, there are some places that have a person that helps children cross the street at pedestrian
crossings.

When | saw that, | felt that neighbors getting involved was a good way to improve road safety.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTINR, TONIREADTEZRBIBEEEEINET,

DT R—FE LT, ICEARBRCENBZSNZEIN?

Ah, yes, those are called “crossing guards.”

Can you think of other ways that people in local areas could improve road safety?

Yoko:

BIZIE BRDEKTT,

HITEEHBICHEELUIZD., BIREBORELRDIE CEGLFIOIRZIRLIZVDI IERZE
SBEMES> TEREB TEDENNERBINFET,

Local governments could also make special signs. They could put them on the road to tell
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pedestrians to use sidewalks or to give warnings to drivers on roads that are dangerous or which
get dark at night.

Mr. Harrison:
HITBEDBIRTE. NANBERBLREICMRNZ 1T 1 PHHDELDTIN,
BUOBSATRERBHROMEBICEM L TELNERNET,
Thank you. You all have really good ideas on how we can improve road safety.
I hope that you all continue to focus on creating a safer environment.

SOld. MREZRE] ICDNWTTr RAvY3 Y LK UL,
HBIR2MAE2HXIRTUIC, TOHEIF. 3R&4HRTI,

This time we discussed “road safety.” That’s all for Grades 2 and Pre-2.
Coming up next is Grades 3 and 4.

Part I Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIZ. BZA.
TARANYYIVORBETI, KEBB THS L CLIZEL M,
COUSASL, EER IR &L IRXIRTT,

Hello, everyone.

It's discussion time. Please speak up.

This is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

AFIESRESHEISU,. 5FEQITOBEERIREBREEBALIT,

SBIE. COZTa—RZEBFAZT DILV] ZHET—VICUTNFET,

Big insurance companies will be increasing the number of car insurance plans aimed at young
drivers starting this fall.

Given this news, today’s overall theme is “Cars.”

CDDOSATIE, TEE. BICED>TUNDND IEDNWTELEWVENERBNET,
And, in this class, we’ll be talking about “whether you ride in cars on a daily basis.”

It's Discussion Timel!

Mr. Harrison:
BESADHEEXTBEEGIETETI AN REDHEDDEIL T DECIESAEDCCENDHDT
L& Do

BICEDDIFHFETIN?

None of you can drive yet but you have probably ridden in cars driven by other family members.
Do you like to ride in cars?




Sakura:

(U HFETY,

Yes, | like to.

Mr. Harrison:
FNIIZETIN?
Why is that?

Sakura:

FHIZE. VBIRAGWNERDSBIE TS SASHD BRI TRENTIRNCTEDN DD FIT K
1o

TEERL, E(CBMETETITITET,

When you take trains, you sometimes have to walk a long distance from the nearest station to
your destination.

But with cars, you can get to your final destination with less effort.

Mr. Harrison:

B CERETIT DRIIERN TI K13,

TlE. BOAR. BICEDDISEFETIN?

Being able to go directly to your destination is convenient.
So, how about everyone else?

Yoko:
(FU), FABETHHCHITIDHIFETT,

Yes, | like going places in cars, too.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNEBZEETINH?
Why is that?

Yoko:

KIEEE T, B2 UBND5 RS54 TJ2TDDONELUNDSTT,

EBEORITECTIE. KBDABTHEET DDIIARTT,

TNEE. EODPTIEEARERICTIUENDD I E A,

| enjoy driving and talking with my family during the ride.

Many people talking in loud voices on trains and airplanes bothers the people around them.
But in a car we don’t have to worry about that.

Mr. Harrison:
ZOERNDTINR, FEORAEDTSAN—- FREFETBRTEEIN,
TlIe<bcxh,. BRI TE>JERITIT ] EVNVDEDODFSAICEARLEITH?
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That's right. You can enjoy a private space with your family and friends.
So Sakura, do you agree with Yoko — that cars are convenient?

Sakura:
(0, NZT v ER—=)LEBOASICTT<E. BElCR<SADFTEEMEEHETESNET,

Yes. When | go to play games for basketball club, | can put lots of stuff in the car.

Mr. Harrison:
OEF>TNEZEIN?
What kind of stuff exactly?

Sakura:
AZ02—L0Ya—-X ZNNSRSADINRT v EI—ILTT,
My uniforms, shoes, and lots of basketballs.

Mr. Harrison:

ZOTIN ZNIEEDEDNIFTINTESDISEH LZDTI,
Tl BOHESAIF. BTECNTEEIN?

Yes, that all would be difficult to carry without a car.

So, where does everyone else go by car?

Yoko:
FAIF., ERBOKOIRITNTEZEI,

| go to my grandparents’ home or on trips.

Mr. Harrison:
BTCHRITZLUCWTRD2EERBDIDEEARRFTTIN?
What moments are there when you’re glad you're traveling by car?

Yoko:
BEBDPT, ERBRERELOHLED., RIECHORGZREULDHIENTIEHTI,

When | listen to my favorite music in the car or enjoy conversations with my family.

Mr. Harrison:

32BEFEE, N—RATUATEROREOREZZE UHDDIEESSTIETI K,

ECAT, RECERDIBEOBEZHBPI DN DHDDITENHDF T, BEEH, IRNHE
BEEE T=TNH—] EHENTNET, ZNERDKREDETHA ABNTOERBZRD&EIE D
IINDEA—1 BDVNE TDOPIU—=N—1 EHENTNET, ZNEKDARERNEGR MI»
V1 EHENTNET,

MiRETT, TLUCHEEBENIM TABTESDEE ISUV] IEENET,

ZDLE. BERNTEDEREZR DB 1DVI7—FI)IV (=T H—)] EHINZT,
ZUTEDTI CV\SEEREMREIS MNuxury cars] EIEENET,

11




ZNT. EUBDDNEGLRFEEDEUCH. EARBRBEEESLRLUICNNTIN?
| see. Being able to enjoy music on a car stereo or spend time alone with your family is unique to
being in a car.

By the way, here are some ways to describe different types of cars in English.

A lightweight car or a 8¥B &) is called a “minicar.”

A car that is bigger than that and which usually seats about four people is called a “compact car”
or a “family car.” Cars that are bigger and longer than that are called “vans.”

Cars which are four-wheeled and can be used off paved roads are called “SUVs.” Additionally,
cars with roofs which can be opened or closed are called “convertibles.” And, very expensive
and fashionable cars are called “luxury cars.”

So, if you had a driver’s license, what kind of car would you like to drive?

Sakura:

FIPOER(C &S U THIENTT,
I'd like to drive an SUV.

Mr. Harrison:
FNIZZETIN?
Why is that?

Sakura:

Fv Y IRBRERTICTEZNDSTT,

BROZSAHDIECAZBHBLT. EARBETEENDENEDIZINTT,
MBI SABHZINTT,

| want to go camping.

| go to places with lots of nature so I'd like a car that can go anywhere.

I'd also like something that could carry lots of equipment and supplies.

Mr. Harrison:

BLZDTI1,

DAL EERFFIZRT O TS, CAREICEOD THLEWNTIN?
That sounds like fun.

How about everyone else?

If you had a driver’s license, what kind of car would you like to drive?

Yoko:
MIDIVIND FA—=ICEDRZINTT,

I'd like to drive a compact car.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEZETIN?
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Why is that?

Yoko:
FELVIZEDIICRADNSTT,
It looks easier to park.

Mr. Harrison:

Z2TCI9R. CHWOITZED,

Yes, they are easier to park.

ST SHIE DILV] 27 —VIC@ELEBVE UL, R, [EBOERNICHEIEHZDT
BIIEIICDNTEZTHIUL, 2DBD/N—FTlE. THTEERCEZERBELEZHIET
[CIE] IEDNTELEWNWE UL, ZUTERER. TSR, BICEDTNDDI [CDLTTUIE,
T —DESAIE. ENKSNEBRTSHLED?

Today’s overall theme has been “Cars.” In the first part, we talked about “how to stop young
people from losing interest in owning cars.” In the second part, we talked about “road safety.”
And in the last, we talked about “whether we ride in cars on a daily basis.”

To our listeners, how much did you understand?

SBEOBHARZBORI I EZOBARBEN. T1 RNy Y3 VOSERHE. BHEODTT
H+ ~ (http://www.radionikkei.jp/lr) [Z38E L TUVFE T,

ROIE, TD=DRZA) « BRI A)V] CDNT, T+ AAvIY3VULFET,

T The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article, are
available on the program website.

Next week, we'll be discussing “Working and Studying Styles.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION

13




