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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

EDB., CHOSRDIBHD/INIJRUTT,

CCHBIE FROFETY, CABRRRDMHDINELHTI,
CDOSRIF BREAFUNILDOI R F—EIFTTY,

Hi. I'm the teacher for this class, Mr. Harrison.

It's time for our discussion. I'm looking forward to hearing your opinions.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

BEBEDFIIPFE T, AFERBICEBERD ANDEESHEHTESH UL,
Recently, there has been a movement toward introducing English as an entrance
examination subject for Tokyo area junior high schools.

CODSATIE. TRIPEAGRBBICERBEZEATDICCDOMRERE] ICDNT
BELENE L&D,

And so, in this class, we'll be discussing "the benefits and challenges of introducing
English as an entrance-examination subject for private junior high schools."

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:

FFWHIC, BEZAGRICIHRD ANDAIDPEMEZZIEERICDONT, BROHDA
(FNVEIHD?

To start with, does anyone have an opinion about the increase in the number of private
junior high schools that are adding English to their entrance examinations?

Yoko:

(FU\, HEORIHBICEANDEVREMEZTCHSIEEBNFTT, ARANDEAL
HEBEFATNDNZENZIE > TVNDREERICKT M UCEESTEEBNET,
FEERHN MARDBRREHEIECEIDIRIVERICRDIZIT T,

Yes, | think it's because there are more parents who are interested in having their
children start to learn English at an early age. The movement is a response to the
large number of elementary school students in Japan who are learning English.

I think it's a good chance for children to demonstrate what they've learned through their
studies.




Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTIR, VWK EDFSARSRETIN, El. o TPEZEEITDEL
T ASRICEBORBOLD >IZHZTZNEBNTIN?

True. Yoko, you're a high school student now, but if you could go back in time and
retake your junior high school entrance exam, this time including the subject of English,
would you feel prepared?

Yoko:
[0\ RASINZE TRBOMBZIBOICICH. REBOMERZZITITNCBINET,
Yes, | would, because | had studied English in elementary school.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIC. 2PACKRREEND TSN DNIE. FRICERD MBS ERANELE T,
Tld. AFRBICRBZEAT DIMNRUCONTHADBNDETEIN?

And, if you had the chance to make use of what you had studied, you'd also have more
motivation to study, don't you think?

So, what do you think the benefit would be in introducing English as an entrance
examination subject?

Sakura:
PERT. UNILDOSNEBEEZERETESDICR/NET,
| think they'd be able to have advanced-level English classes.

Mr. Harrison:

BRBEFE,

HADAIDHRDSHT X v ~TI1,

SENICE. EDOXDITBNEIH?

| see.

That would be good from the school's perspective, wouldn't it?
What do you think it would be like in practice?

Sakura:

RESZERZ U CUINE. I TICERBOERDSICHNTNDERDNAZLTIDTLE
[CTEDET,

ZO18DE. INFETOLDICERBOERFECITTERL, MAERBETO CLN
TE., ERECHBOBFHOE EDEFTEET,

If the students have to take English tests as part of their entrance exams, then the ones
who enter the school will already possess basic English skills.

Up until now, junior high schools have taught basic English, but if the students had
basic English skills, the schools would be able to teach more practical English.

If that happens, we can expect that the students’ language ability will improve.
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Mr. Harrison:

Z€DTI1

TlE. BDECREEAZIX Y RDBDDTLLDD?
That's right.

So, are there any other merits?

Yoko:

MIIPZEDAGRICREDNEASINDE, WKKDERBESBSENENT DITH. BF
ADEFEBAH[ EICDISHDFT,

If English is introduced as a junior high school entrance exam subject, the number of
people studying English will grow, and overall English ability in Japan will improve.

Mr. Harrison:

Z2TIM, AFRICBASNNIE. SHICEBZENDIBENSED. BEAEAKTRE
BOULNILDBDZDTIR,

TlE, IS, TRy RS BIEDBZENEIN?

| see. If they add English to entrance exams, more attention will be paid to the study of
English, and Japan's overall English level will rise.

On the other hand, are there any disadvantages?

Sakura:

BICAFHERICZDDCHOICNER TIBFTDRBEMERI DR DENDCLELEZDE
BICVA T ADRBEZR DOAHZIBVOUANRRNEFHRR LI T,

| worry that forcing children to study English starting in elementary school simply to
pass an entrance examination could increase the number of people who have negative
feelings toward the language.

Mr. Harrison:

AZA. BDZFIN,

HEBBRNZFESISRNZHDEEBEMER TI 1,

BN <BENDBNSEEBOMBRZIBDHDDIZSIE, EIRICREBEEAT IMEEIB
VUT RBICHUHZEDTESUEULTI,

Yes, it could.

It would be necessary to consider ways to make sure people don't come to dislike
English.

If we make people start studying English at a young age, we should make sure they
have more chances to actually use it and have positive feelings about it.




Mr. Harrison:
INERTORBZENDEEICKEEITHDNDNTETCNDDT, PERCIIEZEZE
ASRBEUTEALDDHDET, 2020FE(IC. REBIERZLINED « 6FRMME
BBICRDZDTI, JO0—-/VUUHUEDUEINDED. BUNDBDSREBDOMRZRIE
FTIADHNDBARTIIIENTDEFEINTNET, ZECHNERBEMRT DKD
ZLORZERH. TUCELERONDZNICHRKRZRHGHRITDICEZMFLUCNER
W&,

With the movement toward studying English in elementary school gaining so much
momentum, junior high schools are introducing English as an entrance-exam subject.
In the 2020 academic year, English is probably going to become a compulsory subject
for elementary school students in fifth and sixth grades. Amid calls for globalization, the
number of people starting to study English at an early age is expected to increase in
Japan. We can look forward to students having more chances to study English and also
their continuing to have an interest in it.

SOid. MMMIPRZAFBBICEKBZEAITDICEOMRERE] 257 —VICTDI
—F—ZRED LI U, £1H/UNILOI—F—TUIZ,

COHER. 2HEE2HRTT,

Our discussion today has been about "the benefits and challenges of
introducing English as an entrance-examination subject for private junior high
schools." This class was for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

Grade 2 and Grade Pre-2 are next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIZ. BSA.
EMOIFENRY - UET, EREVNTIN?
CODSRAIL, EE2HRk « E2HRUANILTT,

Hello, everyone.

It's time for our discussion. Are you ready?

This class is for Eiken Grade 2 and Pre-2 level listeners.

BEEORIIDPFE T, AARBICERBZEIRD ANDEENE TS UL
CDDISATIE. MIRABZREBFEE] CONWTELSNENWERNET,
Private junior high schools in the Tokyo area are starting to include English as one of
the subjects covered in their entrance exams. In this class, we’ll talk about “effective
ways to study English.”

It's discussion time!




Mr. Harrison:
SOZFLLTIN, T, BOFEHINDSOEEBFEZITOCEDOX )Y FCDNWTEBX
THEZWEBNZET,

First, I'd like you to think of some of the benefits of learning English from an early age.

Yoko:

MWIFEETHBNREICRBEZSCEZBHDIRHD. KOIBIETRBICEHIDC
ENDIBNESDERBNET, ZNT. ZLDHCHRBBEDDFEELHBICTEDIZ
TRELZFVBHDICEZETDTT,

| think that if children start learning English early, they will have less trouble with English
later. And so, many parents want their kids to start learning as soon as possible.

Mr. Harrison:

ZLIIRBICTEILCITRESIBEHDCEZZEATNDDTY, &ECTAT, 7 assoon
as possible” ORHVDICZ” assoonastheycan” EESCEBTEFET, BHKEEL
BUTIH. ” assoonas IENEN can” ICDNTIF. ZNRENDEBEUEET
DOTHLUERLTLESEL, LM ULEHS, 7 as soon as possible” [CDUNTIE,
BATNREFERBEDHDFEADT, ZNORHFT>EFERLOITNENZFT,

Yes, many do want them to start as soon as possible. By the way, for “as soon as
possible” you can also say “as soon as they can” . The meaning is exactly the
same, but you have to be a bit more careful with “as soon as someone can”
because it uses the subject of the sentence. With “as soon as possible” , however,
there is no subject to insert, so it's much easier to use.

BRUC BVOBICH@RINLEESFEIHZ/FHICIVDE. BEEEBNEIN?
So back to our topic, why do you think that learning from a young age will help?

Yoko:

SVDBICHREBICHNDE, BFEBEEFICEIC, WFHULHDCEDNDRNDSEIEE
BNXT,

| think that if they get used to English when they are young, they are unlikely to be
embarrassed when they speak English.

Mr. Harrison:

Z2TIMR. YNCTANSREBNSEICHNIE., HEBZEFI CENBIZDRICRELD
NENZEE AL

Tl IC, BHICEEBEEEITOCEDA Yy FENWDEADHDTLLDIN?
That’s true. If they get used to English from a young age, it’s possible that they’ll feel
that speaking English is completely normal.

So, then, can you tell me any other benefits in studying English from an early age?




Sakura:
FEELHBIEENSEEZISRALBNET, F/T. ZNHBEODEBNBE LS D
TVNDEEITIN'D., BODNEFBICEOELMNDICENZIEDT. ZNTEIDEL
TNZZBTAED. EBNET,

Children can pick up language quickly just by listening to it.

Also, since it's a period in their lives where studying every day is a custom, they'll have
more exposure to English and will therefore learn it more quickly, | think.

Mr. Harrison:

2BFE,

TlE. SE. BSADEERICDNTOIDDNET,
SSAF. EOKDICUTEREBEBEENKUED?

| see.

Well, then, I'd like to hear about your own experiences.
When did you first start to learn English?

Yoko:

M NZ2EDEEIC, RARFRAI IV TREBORZHZTESNK UL,
TEADRKIEIND > TNEEBATURLD, UXAICENE THSIDIDOLEEN O
TY, MBLUCNDRERRIIDIDHDFEEATUIL,

When | was in elementary school, | learned English songs at an English conversation
school. |didn’t really know what the words meant, but it was very fun to sing. It didn’t
really feel like | was studying.

Mr. Harrison:
FEDHBZIDENDDEDTLLDN?
Did you like how your teacher taught?

Yoko:

ZOTIR, BATINEDIIKEATT, ETERBLL. BEVRELOZDT,
BEUATENKUIC,

FTEAEERERZDCENTETC. WETERZATNET,

Yes, very much. My teacher was from the US. She was really kind and funny, so |
could have a lot of fun while | was learning. | was able to memorize the lyrics
naturally, and I still remember them now.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIEFBELE R T UIZ1,

Tld. =<6TAEEDKDICHREBEHEEDTZEDOTULLDD?
It sounds like you had a wonderful experience.

Now, then, | would like to hear about other people’s experiences.




Sakura:

MEPZEDEEIC, KOTSOBEFRTBMNISIHMULZLU T, REBZIFIUHTEREE
)i

BODDADHAISREEZFEIT VN DIRETUIC,
BODRFBORBIENDDDFEATULD, FRELTHEICELUTHE U,
ZUTDODUIFDEBORBKROICEDI—IVZBHE LU TN FH UL,

When | was in junior high school, | moved overseas because of my father’s job. It was
the first time that | heard English. Everybody around me was speaking in English. | had
no idea what they were talking about, but | would just repeat what they said aloud.
Then, little by little, | began to understand the words and grammar.

Mr. Harrison:
HREREREDRED OIZDTIN?
Did you use a textbook or anything like that?

Sakura:

BIREES CCIEBMR UK LI,

TE. BOOENSFESCEDHBHABNOIETI,

Well, | used to do some grammar worksheets, but mostly I just learned by ear.

Mr. Harrison:

R CRFEBOSICHNZDTI R,

Tld. TNETIC, MR O EBDRBEE XM TIN?

You had a wonderful chance to learn English.

Next, let’s talk about ways that you felt were effective for learning English.

Yoko:

BEOIU -7, ZNEATEREL, BAINTREZDENDMIRENIREVTUIC,
SEMICEDSNDBA TENDNDNA X—ITEDDT, oBLOINTT,
Rather than just learning a word or phrase by itself, | think that it is more effective to
learn it in an example sentence. Then, you can imagine what kind of situation the word
is used in, and it becomes easier to understand.

Mr. Harrison:

ZTNIERVIETI 1,

fic., CABMBENDHDTLLDOD?
That is a great way to study.

What other ways are there to study?

Sakura:
BEEEVTICE, BE—RBICERBEZEZIDDNIRATLURL,
EBU . BEEBERSE. ZNZNOEEL DENDDIEDH UL,
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For me, studying vocabulary with pictures made it easier to remember. | mean,
pictures helped me connect familiar Japanese words with the new English ones.

Mr. Harrison:
HBTIN,
fICIFNWDIDTLUL DD ?
That'’s interesting.

Is there anything else?

Yoko:
Ab=U—=Z5>TCL\dME%. MEOTFTLUERET, REBOBEFEFE CRIDIEN
L8 TUIEZ,

MBEREUHSDOREBEMRIDCENTEFT,

| found it useful to watch movies or TV shows that were based on stories that | already
knew. | think it's good to watch them in English with subtitles. | could study while also
enjoying the story.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIERLZDTI,

BEDE. EOXRDRMRENNRITLIED?

That does sound fun.

Sakura, while you were living abroad, how did you study?

Sakura:

ZDOTIN. NGHREFATEBAMEBICDOWTEBTCIY A Z2ESFHUEC, &
2. JETRRZURITNIEBRBRDFIEATURZ, ZNIEARIICHLDOZETIND,. 7
MBAIZREICDNT, ZOXDICUTETEZLDEBEZSICENTEX U,
Well, we used to read novels and write essays about the characters in English. Also,
we had to give presentations in English, which was really difficult, but | could learn so
much English that way.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNIRNBNBISEENDZ 5NZEDTI 1,

SHREHESAND. MRACEBORBOMARELZHZTESNK UL, HDDHE
D, ENEEFVESAICEELTUELINTIN,

It sounds like it really improved your skills.

Thank you for sharing your experiences and ideas on how to effectively study English. |
hope that our listeners will put these methods into practice.




SA3. MIRABERBEBE] 27 —VICT1 ANvY3aYULEKUE,
2MEE2HRUN)LOI—F—TUILL, COHLEF. 3R&4HHTT,

Today, we discussed “effective ways to study English.” This class was for Grade
2 and Pre-2 level listeners. Grades 3 and 4 are next.

Part T Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. B A,

TAANVYIVNRRI—ELFET, CAEAREULTIZSE),
CDDDAIF. BRIR&4L4HBUNILTT,

Hello, everyone.

It's discussion time. Please speak up.

This class is the Eiken Grade 3 and Grade 4 level class.

SEEORMIPFE T, ASABRBICERBZIRD ANDIBENHE TESH U,
CDDIDATIE TEIRICE D TVNDRFBOGER I ICDWNTELEVZWECRBINET,
Private junior high schools in the Greater Tokyo Area have started to include English as
a part of their entrance exams.

In this class we will be talking about “memorable English tests people have
experienced.”

It's discussion time!

Mr. Harrison:
SOZFLSTIN, BTANZTREEBOIMIE T, HIRICHKE > TNDEDICIHIHH D
FXIN?

What are some memorable English tests that you have taken?

Yoko:

PREEDESICRIITCEREBOGNER T,
BEBRICIE. 4DIVEBD. WHBIEITHBNTHDXT,

A== UDZEZTHKRID. CLN\DEDTTI,

ZA—CE DN EEDDTULDD, BH? EE? DEZULZENCECAIC
v JzZANFUIC,




Mine was a test that | took when | was a junior high school student.

There were only four illustrations, like a four-frame comic strip, on the test paper.

We had to come up with a story and lines to go along with the story and give a
presentation to the rest of the class.

There were — what do you call them? squares? clouds? — above each character in the
comic strip and we had to put words in them.

Mr. Harrison:

Nl ESHBLTI1,

ZNT, P> THTEDTLIEZN?

Those clouds are called “speech bubbles” in English.
How did you find the task?

Yoko:
MEBEEZ DDFIE LN SZDNTIN, BPTIEEFDIDEHE LN >EZTT,

It was fun coming up with a story but coming up with actual lines was difficult.

Mr. Harrison:
ZNE. BB CEDERBODHSNDIFHER TI,

That’s a type of test which really checks your ability to write and imagine in English.

Yoko:

=YAN

ZNN56. REBICARREIDDT, ESDRBELE UL, AABDBZIZA =1
—ZzE<0t|EaN /2T,

Yes.

| also practiced pronouncing words a lot too, since | had to give a presentation at the
very end.

It was also fun to listen to everyone else’s stories.

Mr. Harrison:

BLUZ OB TI1,

TlE IS, EIRICHE > TVNDRBOMERE N D EAD DD FIH ?
That sounds like a fun test.

What other memorable English tests have other people taken?

Sakura:
O—-)LTJU A~ DiREET T,
| remember a role-playing test.

Mr. Harrison:
I_D_)l./ ® 7L/_’]/ \JD\\J o
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EROZBBZREL T, REZHRBEIDIFEETIN,

ZNlE. CASGERTLIED ?

Role-playing.

That’'s when you imagine a certain situation and then act out the parts according to the
situation and then learn from that.

What did you do?

Sakura:

[ELWIC>C] Z29DENDENDTY,
MIFEIBICTT ADE, ZUT, TEE. BEDODADERTTI,

The situation was shopping.

| was the person going shopping and the teacher was a person at the store.

Mr. Harrison:
AT et
[AZzE>CDTIN?
| see.

What did you buy?

Sakura:

BRICHEDRDOICEDEENKT,
MIFTFRZENF U,

We were told by the teacher what to buy beforehand.
| bought some clothes.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFNIEEASTFARTIND?
What kind of clothes?

Sakura:

BWJS5DXTY,

fiCE. Yo LOBDEREEIBESNZK U,

REZLRNDS, BEICARULNWEDZEBBELTCESDENDHERTY,

A white blouse.

We were also told what size to buy, as well as the type of collar it should have.
We talked to the salesclerk and were tested on whether or not the salesclerk could
understand what we wanted.

Mr. Harrison:
EABRECADENEFENTIN?
What was memorable about the test?

11




Sakura:

BODEEMEN > TELN@MAETIDE, DNULNDIETT,

SO TCNDNDEDNRTONDDT., BIEICDBRDDFUL,

| was happy when the correct item was given to me because it meant that | had
communicated with the other person.

| could see that | had been understood so | became more confident.

Mr. Harrison:

EEECERUDBZDRERRBOAEK CTIN,

flC. ENRICHE > CL\DREBOHERL. ADDHDFTIN?
I's a test that will also be useful in real-life.

What other English tests have you taken that stand out?

Yoko:

HEZH T, EROBIAICVNDAICEE T VA2 —ETDENDIAMBEN DD
Uiz,

We had a test where we left the classroom and interviewed people around school in
English.

Mr. Harrison:
EAIRCEZBNZDTIN?
What kinds of questions did you ask?

Yoko:

[BISICDBEIE?] &N TIHFERBIERIC?] BEBFEREBZLFE UL, 2<=
ADANICA IIE2A—ZTDERA Y RDNESZDENDRERT UL,
We asked simple questions like “What’s your name?” and “What'’s your favorite color?”
The more people you interviewed, the more points you got on the test.

Mr. Harrison:

ZORERDEAIRETAN RBFEICRIIHBFILICH?
What parts of the test helped you in studying English?

Yoko:

ZOFRRICIERFEBUMEZZNENDIL=ILD DD T UL,
BREDBFEIREBOIEBRBAL. TODTRVWATNDIZH., EDV>TEFNLEX
ZE8THINF—ATIKRUC, BEREBOI I RFv—2F>TEHFIDECS
N BELANDIETT,

There was a rule stating that we could only use English on the test.

The people we interviewed had different levels of English so it was fun coming up with
ways to get the people we interviewed to answer.

We worked as a team to come up with gestures and ways to use simple words to ask
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guestions.

Mr. Harrison:

RELANTI,

flC. EIRICHE > CVDEBOUERLEHODEIN?
That is interesting.

What other English tests do you remember vividly?

Sakura:

BRZEITDENDMER T,
BRIZEREENZO UT, RE=FDODHEEHRRLE UL,
| remember a test where | had to give a speech.

| prepared for the test by listening to famous speeches.

Mr. Harrison:

mad U T BHROEINEFE TSR TIN,
That was a test where you could also learn how to make a speech using English.

Sakura:

(AN

ZNHDH6. REBZERFELUCVNDDLETTEERL, FEXDINENDCTENHSINDHER
TUIS,

Yes.

It also tested not only whether | understood English but also whether | could use it or
not.

Mr. Harrison:

ZNId. KWNETKRTI .

StgE, BENSICHNT, NOSBERORHSNDHBEMEZDENNTINA,
And I'm sure you did a good job on it.

Well, I hope that there'll be more and more tests that motivate people to study and help
them master English.

ST SHIE. TRAUPZARBBICEBEAI VWD Ta1—-REEICELSVEL
2. ¥IHD/N—=ETIE TRIPRAFARNBICKEEEBATICEOMNRERRE] IC
DNWTEATHIKULZ. 2DBD/N\—FTIE. MMRHNBREFBFEBEI ICDONTRD
XU, ZUTRRERD/N\— LTI, TEIRICHE > TLVBEFEHERI [CDUTTULL,
AT —DESAIE. ENKSVNEBFFTEXLED?

Today’s theme was the inclusion of English in the entrance exam process for
private junior high schools. In the first part we talked about "the benefits and
challenges of introducing English as an entrance-examination subject for private
junior high schools."”
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In the second, we talked about “effective ways to study English.”
And finally, in the last part we talked about “English tests that were memorable.”
To our listeners, how much did you understand?

SBOBHARNREBO LY I EZOBEREBREAN. T+ ANy YaVDSEGEL. S
DT THA + (http:/iwww.radionikkei.jp/Ir/) [CHBEE L TNET,

RO MEFE] CDWVWT, T+ RAAvYy3avLET,

The Japanese and English transcriptions for this session, as well as the
referenced article, are available on the program website.

”Next week we’ll be talking about “toward an e-society”.

O©NIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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