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VISUAL CAPITALIST

TPOL LA TR 'S SYWVORR T EX
PURCHASING POWER OF THE U.S. DOLLAR

The Federal Reserve Act creates a central bank The purchasing power of the U.S. dollar has fallen sharply

',':;:g";::::,';’_’m manage the country’s over the last century, due to rising inflation and money supply.

U.S. President Roosevelt
criminalizes the possession of gold.

20
*® The Bretton Woods agreement

establishes the gold standard
\ and the U.S. dollar as the
\world's reserve currency.

$15 i
The gold standard is Quantitative easing (QE1) The U.S. money supply grew
abandoned and currencies begins in response to the by $3.8T in 2020, equal to
are no longer linked to gold. financial crisis. 20% of all dollars ever created.

Value of One U.S, Dollar (2020

The stock market crashes in the
lead-up to the Great Depression.

$0

1920 1930 1940 1950
Purchasing power of $1 (2020 dolilar)
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at $1 H hey's olls of 10 bags of 1 drive-in 17 oranges 2 boxes of 4 grapefruits 2 lemons 1 McDonald’s
Buys chocolate bars toilet paper pretzels movie ticket crayons coffee
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