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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:
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CODODADXIRIG. RIEE1RTI,

Hello, everyone. I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.
Today let’s talk about a topic familiar to all of us.

This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.
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In 2011, the year of the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake, the total amount of money movie
theaters earned from ticket sales, or “domestic movie box-office sales,” fell below two trillion
yen. In 2014, when Frozen, known as Anna and the Snow Queen in Japan, came out, total
ticket sales returned to the two-trillion-yen level. According to a report by the Motion Picture
Producers Association of Japan, domestic box-office sales will remain healthy thanks to the
release of big movies such as Jurassic World last year.

On the other hand, the widespread use of DVD players and smartphones means you can
now see movies without going to movie theaters. To deal with this situation, a number of
movie theaters are becoming cineplexes. They have also installed better screens and
projection equipment and made efforts to improve services.
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“Movies” will be our overall theme today, and this class will discuss “changes in the film
industry.”




It's Discussion Timel!

Mr. Harrison:
RODRBOE v FICIFE. EDXDMETDOEANBZS5NDTLLD?
In recent hit movies, have you noticed any trends?

Sakura:
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FFFOE Y FRBCTEZIE. S8BRED Y25V wvD « JD—)U ] DERICHESNIZ
(R =« D3 =R/ T3 —ADBEIE. ARV —XDFETT, V'J—-XDfkwId. €
EDFRDBRENDSUNZH. RNEBERDEGERICRD F UIZXK .

| think you could say that highly recognizable series or franchises are popular.

When you look at last year’s hits, both Jurassic World, which was released in August and
Star Wars: The Force Awakens, which came out at the end of the year, are sequels in a
popular series. Since the series are already so popular, people were really excited just by
the news that the movies were coming out.

Yoko:
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That’s right. The characters in Star Wars are famous, so that’s one reason they’re popular.
They were made even more popular by business strategies such as releasing merchandise
based on popular characters and using the characters in popular smartphone games.

Sakura:
FNNHS TPFEEOLZTE] Dew FUEREBHO—DICIE, T—VHIRITO>ECENET
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And one of the reasons Frozen became a hit was its popular theme song.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTUER, KIFIREIE. 1BAVWSELRESALIDIDOTIRA,

Yes, that’s right. It's important for blockbuster movies to have a wide range of advertising.

Yoko:

[RE— I3 —=X1 € TI253YvD «/)N\=D1 . 3Rt (3D) BRHRESNZFL
2. 3D RBEOERIF. RBEICHREZSISTFELOBNET,

Star Wars and Jurassic World were both released with 3D versions. 3D movies are one way
to draw audiences back to movie theaters.

Mr. Harrison:
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The 3D Hollywood movie Avatar, released in 2009, was such a hit that it was one reason so
many theaters adopted the 3D format. They wanted to increase attendance and average
sales per customer. That’'s why many theaters decided to convert to 3D.

Sakura:
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The other day | went to a movie theater to see a popular 4D movie. In some scenes, the
seats would move like on a ride at an amusement park. There were also machines that
made wind, clouds, and even smells.

Mr. Harrison:
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Whether the movie is 3D or 4D, the improved technology is behind it. In the past, you only
really needed film for movies. Now, though, you need to invest about two hundred million
yen per screen to convert an existing 2D theater to 4D. Over 80 percent of domestic movie
theaters are now cineplexes. Such movie theaters now can show a major Hollywood movie
on multiple screens, so it can be available in 4D, 3D, or 2D versions, as well as dubbed or
subtitled.

In addition to the development of 3D and 4D screens, it's clear that the technology for
projecting movies itself has been greatly improved.

Yoko:
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With the increased use of DVD players and smartphones in the past few years, you can see
movies at home. You don’t have to go to movie theaters anymore because new releases and
movie previews are often available online now.

Mr. Harrison:
ZO TR, COXRDIPINRICXTINL T, SKREEEE. RPEHZEEHIDE. RITOLIRY




AT LAEADT —EXREREICEDHTNET,
That’s true. That’'s why movie theaters have put so much effort into modernizing their
technology and improving services. They have to become more competitive.

Yoko:

—J3. SZIYPI-EDLTNDENDZa—RZEICLET, EF. INSBEIZHED
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On the other hand, I've heard news reports that the number of independent movie theaters is
decreasing. In the past few years, some small theaters have closed down.

Mr. Harrison:

FEOIZYPH—E. BAORELSFGRZLIRUIZD. HBOEEDF—DY3—18ED
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Independent theaters all over the country are trying to make a place for themselves by
showing quality foreign films and hosting discussions with actors and directors.

Finally today, please tell the class about your hopes for theaters in Japan and the Japanese
movie industry.

Yoko:
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First of all, let me talk about theaters. | want a theater that mainly shows classic movies or
quality films. My mother loves movies and she always says, “I'd love to see classic movies in
theaters that are selective about what they show, even if they’re small places.” And there are
lots of animated Japanese films that we can be proud to show the world. I'd like movie fans
not only here but also abroad to see them.

Mr. Harrison:
ZOTId1R. BIMADDDP Z_ADHENCNHASEEEFESNDCEZEFLEILLD,

Yes. Let’s look forward to the production of more worthwhile anime in the future.

Sakura:

FE. BRBEOLBREEEIC, HET IMEFHBICEITCTRALD. BEREEN—HICTEIZNT
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I'd be happy if there were more events at movie openings where we could get close to the
actors or maybe even have our pictures taken with them.




Mr. Harrison:

ZDOTINR. MBDHBEEICEERZADE. MBENDRORENETEI L1,
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That would be nice. If you could actually meet the actors, you'd feel connected to the movie.
And, discussions with well-informed people might be held when they show movies and
documentaries dealing with social problems or relevant themes. Those kinds of situations
would be a good way to bring people to movie theaters.

SH. COUSATIE MNRBEEDOZEE] ICDNWTEBAFE U,
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In our class today, we’ve been talking about “changes in the film industry.”

This class has been for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners. Grades 2 and Pre-2 are next.

Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. BT A,
T—VOEB[ICXI U THEICBDDERZENFT U & D,
CDODRIF EER 24Kk « E2HR@QITTT,

Hello, everyone.

Let’s try to express our opinions accurately today.

This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.
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Movies are entertainment, but they’re also called an art form of light. Movies deal with
modern social problems, music and fashion, life in other cultures, and life’s truth and beauty.
They teach us important things, and like a textbook they can show us different points of view.
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Our overall theme today is “Movies.” In this class, our theme is “enjoying new movies and
classics from the past.” Let’s talk about the good points of each.

It's Discussion Timel!




Mr. Harrison:

BZAR. FITEORBCBEDEIE. EHB5DMFETID,
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Everyone, which do you prefer, new movies or classics?
Please remember to give your reasons, too.

Sakura:
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| usually go to see new releases. | want to see the hottest stars. | also think it’s interesting to
see the latest CG and other filming methods.

Mr. Harrison:
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It's a wonderful thing to see the work of stars, scriptwriters, and directors who are living at
the same time as you. Seeing interviews with the stars on TV or reading about them in
newspapers and magazines brings you closer to the movie.

Sakura:
MAOTUESHTERZAFLUC, PHTI—ERE, BMBOELU —RDBRZEFEID
DEHFETYI,

| get information from magazines and TV. | like to guess who’s going to win the Academy
Awards or other prizes.

Mr. Harrison:

BRBEFE, TEAEISE, HR=ARPBEEDOIHDVED, NIV VREE] OEREES
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| see. Also, you can learn more about modern social problems. For example, the film Fire at
Sea, which won the Golden Bear award at the Berlin Film Festival this year, teaches us
about refugees in Europe.

Sakura:
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| suppose you can enjoy new works like popular novels or manga that are made into movies.
It's fun to talk with friends about which actor should play some fictional character. Last year
YO-KAI WATCH was made into a movie and became a big hit.




Mr. Harrison:
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Yes, it was. YO-KAI WATCH was a hit anime. It is popular both in Japan and overseas. The
anime theme song, the comic books, and the video game were all very popular. That’s the
reason they made it into a movie. You can say it's an example of effectively combining media
to make a hit.

Yoko:

L. BVNRBAKREFETYI, DVD TEHIZD. BFZLIRTD BB CBERZEA
ZNLUT, BEZLRICEDIDICUTNET,

| like old movies. | watch them on DVD, or once in a while | go to the discount movie theater
with my mother to see classics from the past.

Mr. Harrison:
FESLWCETIN, MBRICEDIEFIG. BREBRAICRSOHHDEINSNR, HEE
ROBDCOICEBR TRELCINTI K,

That’s great. Some masterpieces are truly timeless. They will never be forgotten. | think that
we can really learn a lot from them.

Yoko:

[F0, BOSBEICEATIIEY — RO, GEOY—VOBRUIEHZTESDCEND
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That’s right. My mother tells me background stories about famous movies. She knows the
famous scenes and well-known lines. It helps me enjoy them even more.

Mr. Harrison:

NNTIR, BRIBODINBLZZEIENOEBEEBDEGRD D 7 VId, BINZEZL<SANE
9, EOHARZEBATHRED » VEFEZHB CESDEELNNTIN,

That’s great. Works by famous directors such as Akira Kurosawa and Yasujiro Ozu have
many fans overseas. It's fun to share the topics with movie fans from every generation and
country.

Yoko:
ZNICEBEDBEFZBLCEDI 7 v Y3 VOBFRERE. ZOBROIEZEEZNKT,
You can learn about past fashion, music, and culture through old movies.

Mr. Harrison:
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FNHDIZNESZDTU&L D,

Until the early Showa Period, actors were mainly working in movies, not in TV or magazines.
There was little entertainment in those days and movies were king. Movies attracted many
talented people. Works that survive today all have great casts and production staff. You can
say there were fewer bad movies then than now.

Sakura:
BAIED. FABEBDIRBNERIESZ>TETFH UL, £DODFSADRITIITHZEHZTIILINT
—g—o

| get the feeling I'd like to see some old movies. Yoko, could you recommend some to me?

Yoko:
LDWWTI K, Uod FAFS<ESTAIC. CNHSRBESNDFEIEREHZ TESUZL)
Y.,

Sure. But then Sakura, I'd like you to tell me about new releases from now on.

Mr. Harrison:

LWNTIR. F11E < IBIECEICZNZNOREUH D HDCEDNDNDFEUIZ, ZNDH5.
HEDIBECEAN S FHAEDMB ZERD CEBFDMRICERIIDTLL DR, HSRRBOD
BREZESATEACARBLUT, BLAKEEL. BEBZELE > TH TS,
That’s nice. There are ways to enjoy both new movies and old ones. And, whether they’re
new movies or old ones, seeing foreign movies can help you study a foreign language.
Share the information about your favorite movies with everyone. See a wide variety of
movies and discuss them with your friends.

SO, FFRBEBEDOBEDEUHI] ICDNTT + AAYY3 Y LUEUE, E&R2
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We’'ve held a discussion this time on “enjoying new movies and classics from the past.” This
class was for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2. Grades 3 and 4 are next.

Part I Grades3 &4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. BTh, FAIREBRIBZEO>T. BRZENTHFI UL D,
CDODRIF ERIR&4HREITTI,
SHOHE&ET -V, [IRE] T,

Hello, everyone. Let’s use the English you've learned to state your opinions.
This class is for Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners.

Today’s common theme is “Movies.”




SREDESAIL. BRBZERICTTORECENDHDEBRNET,
SHBCODSATE NREEICEIDEBNE] Z27—VICEULENFE L& D,
| suppose all of you high school students have been to see movies before.

In this class, we’ll talk about your “Memories of movie theaters.”

It's Discussion Time!

Mr. Harrison:
REgE CTHREEERE LcCEEhDZEIN?

Have you ever seen a movie in a theater?

Sakura:

U\ ARLBDDET, BFFIE. KECT Y215V vD « D—=)LF] Z&ICTTESFHUIE, 3
D ADXAREMNTITERCZ DT, D CTEBNBEDEI TN TNDEIDTUL,

Yes, several times. Last year my family and | went to see Jurassic World. We wore 3D
glasses. It was like the dinosaurs were moving right in front of our eyes.

Yoko:
MEFE. DS RADRIEBE, BE
D—Y&ED-3&82TC BFETEN
AISEEET UIC,

Last week, | went to see a romantic movie with my classmate. | bought caramel flavored

RBZEICTTESE UL, FTETF v SAIVKORY T
SIS ERE UIC, FT v FEEERESDT, HFC

popcorn and a cola at the concession stand. | had them while watching the movie. Because

of the student discount, the ticket was a reasonable price.

Mr. Harrison:
RBEEDTTISICITENMZITTERERL. BATIERDEERGD/N\>Y DLy FEFE>THL)
X913,

Movie theater concession stands not only sell food but in Japan, they also sell movie-related

products and pamphlets.

Yoko:
BlP(CEIH T DEFSRGHEDRE/N\Y DLy hEaESESBALZET, HEOMVAE 21—
ZRIODIFFETT,

| sometimes buy pamphlets when my favorite actors are in the movie. | like to read the

interviews with them.

Sakura:
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| like the theme song from the animated musical Frozen (Anna and the Snow Queen). | sang
it with my friends when we went to karaoke.

Mr. Harrison:

RESREENZE TERE BRE MMICBZIE] OFERIE. T/\— LT, HCWHED
HUIZCEEZEBRICUVDRFTEOEICAHSEIDLCHIC, BABETRNDICEDSHDFT,
flC. IREEEICRET DBNBIFHDDFEIN?

Speaking of movie music, some department stores in Japan play the theme song from the
musical Singing in the Rain. They do it to tell customers and staff that it has started to rain
outside. Do you have any other memories of movie theaters?

Sakura:

AEDB). PESACEVZERT IMBEZEHICTOLEE. BREREDAN I T T, EWZET
AX=IUIE. MIEODD ST —FZ2RBNF UIC,

A few years ago, my mother and | went to a movie about exploring snowy mountains. | had a
cake shaped like a mountain covered with powdered sugar at the theater café.

Yoko:

ZNIEERBMCTIN,. FADIIE. CO-. BREODRERICTO TUVX UL, REDIEF DA
C. BBTARNYEDDDFEURLZ, FvXOY T PANGYAYEZES5>TNK UL,
That sounds wonderful. My older sister went to a movie preview the other day. Before the
movie started, they held an event in the square. She got Cameron Diaz’s autograph.

Mr. Harrison:

IRERESREE ZEDHDITHIC, BISIDERDAANY FORERE, SFIFRIXKZELTL)
DDTI K,

Wow. Movie theaters try different things to attract customers. Sometimes they offer
discounts or hold events.

Yoko:

ZBIENZIE 2EE. ZAERETERONDCEZMNDFI UL, ZNIC. LT+ =251
MREDB] '2E. BICK>TlE PENLLBZRDDTIN,

Speaking of discounts, | found out students can see movies with special student discounts.

Other than that, there are “Ladies Days” and “Movie Days” when admission is cheaper.

Mr. Harrison:

MREOB ] FEISIN'®DDNDT. BEBEUDIKENFINA, MBEETHREZEHRDIE. KT
DVD 0T UE FSVEEBRTCNDDEFFTCEDITHRBRETDICENTEHT,

On “Movie Day,” you get a discount, so it makes it easier to go to the theater.

10




Seeing a movie in a theater is different from watching a DVD at home or a drama on TV. You
get a different experience in a theater.

BIRMHC TT=ILT YD1 =01 3. REBEROADMEOLCERELCLENMNTNET, K
BERICHREZE TIIUL CVWDBWZCHTERRICEZSNFEUIZ, WETIETNHDE
EIFI2ELUTNET,

By the way, they say the term “Golden Week” was made by people in the movie industry as
a promotion. They wanted people to go see movies during the long holiday. The phrase is
now very common.

TEACHER'’S POINT]

TIRIESNWCIC, REBEMBZRICRIBICITESENESE, HEBTIE. CABRSDICKIEL)
F9., [Let'sgotoamovie (BREIICTCD) 1 [Let's go to the movies (BRBIEEICTTC

D) 1 [Let's go see a movie (MEZERICITTD) J & lLet's go watch a movie (BR[E
ZERICTTCTD) 1,

And finally, when you’d like to go to a movie theater to see a movie with your friend, in

English we often say “Let’s go to a movie” or “Let’s go to the movies” or “Let’s go see a
movie” or “Let’s go watch a movie”.

S CSHIE. THREJ 2287 —VIC. COUSRTIE, MREEORBNE] Z5@E LENE
Lz

Today, we talked about “Movies” as our common theme and our “Memories of movie
theaters” in this class.

SEOBHRARZBORI DI EZOBAREBRA. T+ XNy Y3 VDSERERE. BEODT
JY+ b (http:/iwww.radionikkei.jp/lr)) ([C38&E L TULET,

REIE. TFEOMHZ] ICDNT, T+ RXAYY3aVLIET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article,
are available on the program website (http://www.radionikkei.jp/Ir/).

Next time, we will discuss handicraft markets.

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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