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Part I: Grade Pre-1

Mr. Harrison:

CHhICHBIF, TDUSRZHZD/INIRUTT,

oL@ MEIBDFT L &L Do

SHERRZRKRL. ARULCERICLILLD,
CDODADXIRIG. RIEE1 RTI,

Hi, I'm Mr. Harrison, the teacher for this class.

Let's get started with our discussion.

Please share opinions so that we can have a really good discussion.
This class is for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners.

BFEF 10 5. BAREZ0M 11 DEICKDRAAICHIZEDIZSDOR. BRAEFZFEERE. B
M TPP DRSHAFIESRICED X UIZ, TPP [FERDBFEDHE—IL—ILICK>T. SHEOD
RBNRBODETZEARICEDDCEZBNICLUTNET, SElE. SEEEEULRDS., 15
EDHENEEDTNEET,

In October of last year, after a long period of negotiation, Japan and 11 other countries agreed
in principle to an agreement called the Trans-Pacific Partnership, or TPP. Its goal is to greatly
strengthen the economic ties between member nations through the elimination of trade duties
and standardized trade regulations. Now, the governments of all the countries are going to
have to implement the treaty.

SBIE TBROEREE TPP] Z2HET —VIC. TOPUSXRTIHE, [TPPOBARDEEICSZ
FE| ICONWTERREZEEZVNERBNET,

Today, our theme for all our classes will be "Japanese Agriculture and the TPP." In this class,

I'd like to hear your opinions about "the effects of the TPP on Japanese agriculture.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:
TOZLTIN. BSAI TTPP] VN OEEEBEVNZCENADHDFIIN?
To start with, has everyone heard of the TPP before?

Yoko:
MRAEE ] OER. CEZIEBAR, PAXUAN, A=A RSUPREN. BREXIDERSE
BDIEDICHBDIL—ILEFDCETIFIZNNT UKL DD,
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It's a set of common rules for further developing trade among Pacific Rim countries, including
Japan, America, and Australia, right?

Sakura:
BEROBEIC DN TE LEMN TV EBNET,
| think they were talking about removing trade duties.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTI, EA. BEEDNDATNDELDTI,

TPP DXRBIE. SNEDOENZ L, FTEFRBENAREL, KBRELEECTHITEDTH
DS, KBHERICVEDFETOHFEMUELSDIDDF U,

That’s right. So, everybody has a general idea of what the TPP is.

Because there are a lot of countries involved in the negotiations and because there were a lot
of big changes made, it took over five years to reach an agreement in principle.

TPP IHICHNT. BADBERBEDOIIRNSNZDE ULLDIE. I X, &, 4 « KA.

&G, WET, EE5BECHENTNET, WINERSEMTI, ﬁ@%%\%m&o
BREE5EBBDSHMIEIORERDEESN. 5ED 7EIDXIRMDRE UE U,

During the TPP negotiations, Japan attempted to get duties on rice, wheat, beef and pork,

dairy products, and sugar—the so-called "five special products"—removed. All of them are

agricultural products. As a result of the negotiations, about 30 percent of all such products

had their duties removed, but 70 percent of products were exempted from the TPP.

REMICONTERDNEFESNDE. BADODEREICEIEDKRDBEENHDIEBNEIN?
So if the duties on agricultural products are removed, what kind of impact do you think it will
have on Japanese agriculture?

Yoko:

BRI BEXEHE< AHEESVVRE AEDIRA D ED U TESLRBRDOBIEEBNET,
BERORESN T, AEDSLZNEREMDIADLDICENE, @BFHEMHLIRD., BRT
BEZHIT TN CENH U BDIRRMEZDDTIFRNT L L DD,

Japan has a small landmass, and labor is expensive, so production costs tend to be high. If
duties are removed and cheap foreign agricultural products come in, the competition will
become much tougher, and more Japanese farmers will have a hard time staying in business.

Sakura:

MWEZDOBNET, IRETE. BAORRKBHKRKRLEISHDFTE, EU. BHBICK>TENRN
THEONDREMHSSISRNIGE. BIDEA UICK KB EEIC. BHICRDERBNET,
| think so, too. Right now, Japan's food self-sufficiency rate is not very high. If the amount of
domestically produced food declines due to competition and then it becomes difficult to import
food, there could be food shortages.




Mr. Harrison:

BARODERBHHERIG. WO —X—=2T39%TT, # 50 FaIC[E 73% T LI, ZNH. ITPP
DHEDSNIZOHRBBHBEL 13BFITIOD] BEE, RLZDFEHDFET,

Japan's food self-sufficiency rate is 39 percent when calculated on the basis of calories. It
was about 73 percent 50 years ago. Some people are worried that it will drop to just 13
percent if the TPP takes effect.

Yoko:

ZNIETTEEL, BEBRREZREITDIREEHDIEBNE T, STSFTRESMHOE
BLTWEZD, @m@ﬁm@@J@@or@b§§&m

It's not just that. Agricultural land helps to protect the environment. It's a habitat for various
living things, encourages tree planting and helps to protect the water supply.

Mr. Harrison:
RIBANOSDEHTIN, ZA. TPPICLDIFEZSZDLTERLULCIHIKRTIN, L\ITN
[CLUTE. BSADBZ T BBFHEENFULBRDIENDBREF—HMUTNDLDTY, T
(. BRDEENC D ULHPISEM LU TN ZEHICIE. BRPEHESDHDINENLDH DX I N,
EDKDBTIENBZENDTLL DD,

So, you're looking at the TPP from an environmental point of view. Yes, it is quite important to
consider how it will affect the environment. Anyway, it seems that everyone agrees that the
price competition will increase. And it’s likely that Japanese agriculture will have to deal with
this competition. Can you think of any ways to increase its competitiveness?

Sakura:

MNBEDOSVNEREMZEEDDIZIEDTUL DN, PIPTIE. BRORMOSHRGEE UTA
[NDDEEETFH UL, EERUL LE, FfFE \% WEHEZZ T DB ZEFD C EHW
ZIZEBNET,

How about agricultural products with a lot of added value. [I've heard that Japanese fruit is
popular in Asia because of its high quality. | think it's necessary to produce foods that are well
liked because of their flavor, safety, and freshness.

Mr. Harrison:

BATSY FOMEZSHDENDCETINR, EE. BRDEBMKEY - BROELEEE. 3
B CBERBEEH LE L. BARRERFAOEERIMOSSRDE ENMETI I,
So, you feel that Japan should increase the value of its brand. In fact, Japanese agricultural
exports have been on the increase for the past 3 years. However, Japan will have to develop
more varieties of produce and also improve its production techniques even more.

Yoko:

I, ZNICHIA T, TADEHOHMMUERLZEBINET, EBANT. BAEDEEMOBHEE D
tﬁt_)bjéﬁ_ttjo

As well as that, | think it will have to make more of an effort at sales. It will have to show
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people how good its agricultural products are, both here and abroad.

Mr. Harrison:

ZDTCTIR, ZLDAICRSZA>TESD., EU\DEBREHTIN, Tl MBETEEDTUL
KDD\ FBRPLEHELNTLLEDND?

| see. So, you think Japan has to let more people know about the quality of Japanese
products. But how about prices? Do you think it will be difficult to compete?

Sakura:

BISFRPIEIAZTIN BHRMBZERNET, BIZE. BROEMEEAL T, BEOIT
1EXb, RHEDRFE. OMy FOBAZEITDOCERETT, MRESHICD. AHBZIZTC
DTEDDTIFIRNT LK DD,

The price competition is going to be tough, so the agriculture industry will have to make a huge
effort. For example, it can make use of Japan's technology by adopting IT for production
management, developing better farming equipment, and using robots. That will increase
efficiency, and help to reduce labor costs, right?

Mr. Harrison:

ZOIEBDERNET, BAOSWEMAOZREICED U, I8FHRFENHESHDIENDRRT
IR, BEIE. BREOREODEHRZNDORIE, EEORENDMAIBERE, HSHRXTROR
ST OREL T,

Many think that it will.  So, in your opinion, Japan can make use of its technology to improve
its price competitiveness.

It's anticipated that the government will consider implementing comprehensive measures such
as strengthening its promotion of agriculture and increasing the industry’s competitiveness, or
providing support for young people to work in agriculture.

SBIE DU ULNWT =V TUREZD, BSAX<HBARLU T, BBIICEBTEHEABLCINKL
12, TPPAERICENINIE. BREZRICE. BEBOBHOLEEICE. AESBREEHTIN
F9, SBOBIICEFELUTCNEFT L&D,

Today’s theme is kind of a difficult one, but you all prepared well and expressed your opinions
well in English. If the TPP agreement is finalized, it will have a big impact on domestic
production and the daily lives of consumers. Let’s keep an eye on how it develops in the
future.

SAnT—VIE. [TPPOBARDREICSZDFE] TUL,
HIFEARQITTUIZ, COHER. 2HR&E2HRTT,

Today’s theme has been "the effects of the TPP on Japanese agriculture.” This class has been
for Eiken Grade Pre-1 level listeners. The class for Grades 2 and Pre-2 is next.




Part I Grades 2 & Pre-2

Mr. Harrison:

CHICBIE. BTh, T ROV Y3 VDOI[ETYI,
ENEAFESUT, BRERED EITTIIZEL),

COODAUL. EER21R « E2HR@ITTT,

Hello, everyone. It's time for our discussion. | hope that you'll all speak up so that we can
have a good discussion today.

This class is for Eiken Grades 2 and Pre-2.

TPP &I(d. 12 DSNETEICEZDEBRILZEDDITHDEHEH TI, IS5 FDRSHZHE T,
FFEED 10 BICE LSRR EDNCHEFDFH U, BAT TPP DREZE—FZ(TDED
NTNDDDREDDHTHD ., ZORDHBEFEIIEBARADEEZHMREND T + —)LETKXKDE
PNERCEILCHDFNFICEHTNET, LN L. 2015 FOHIRBAEICKDE. BAD
EEAOE. BMEQICH D SEILEEATNET,

The TPP is an agreement between 12 countries that helps them trade freely with each other.
After five years of discussion, in October of last year, the agreement was more or less
completed. In Japan, it is believed that the TPP will have the greatest impact on agriculture,
so the government is working to help make Japanese agriculture more competitive on the
world stage. However, according to a 2015 survey, the number of farmers is decreasing with
the aging of the population.

SHIE. TBROEEE TPP] Z2HBT—VICLTNET,

COOSATIE, TEEAODDINDS] Z27—NICELENZVWERBNET,

Today’s theme is “Japanese Agriculture and the TPP.” In this class we’ll talk about “the future of
Japan’s farming population.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:
FERTIN BSAlE, BROREAODSEE DR > TN ERBNETID,
Let’s get straight to it. What do you think will happen to the farming population in the future?

Yoko:

METNDSERMEQIZHRS EBNE T, IRADARLZESD, RISEBERE. BEIRED
B USHBBICEITONET,

| think that it will continue to decrease. My reasons are that farmers make little money, work
long hours, and have a difficult working environment.

Sakura:
EDNCTNETIE, REBESBENDA A =—INHDFHLIZ, TE. =OTIE. BEAENE
TEARCEBEFT, AEBEEZLESBICLENWEBZDIANDNDUIBZ TNDBRDICERNE
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It's true that up until now farming has had the image of being a difficult job, but recently
farmstays are becoming really popular. | think that the number of people that want to do
farming is increasing a little.

Mr. Harrison:

BBEE A A=INDEDHD . EVWADSNMMEZNIIRDERITDDTIEENDTETI,
| see. As the image changes, more young people will want to participate, so the number of
farmers will increase.

Yoko:
SLBTANEDILDIC, HILWA A=IDEFNTESTNEIND FICICREZLDHDDIC
[SISDIEDEEHDNIENDTIFZNT UL DD BETEELUTCNTDDNEDINDEDNDDE
TBA L. JIBIREERO8IBEREINTT,

As Sakura says, the image is changing, but even if people want to farm, it isn’t actually easy to
get started. First, people don’t know whether they can make it as a farmer, and it also takes a
lot of money to start up.

Mr. Harrison:
EEZBHDICHICRAICHNDERENDE, EOLDBREDHEZLSNFTIN?
In order to get started in farming, what type of expenses do you think are involved?

Yoko:
Tid, BERAOEBOBARETY,
Well, there’s land and the machines that you need for farming.

Mr. Harrison:
ENCRERBEBO/NNDZE T,

Yes, those are definitely big challenges for people to overcome.

Sakura:

KODFSADEDLDIC, FiILSEEZBHLDETDIRS., BIBOARLZHELRNDFT, X
BHAREINEL ODENENDAINDEBRNET,

As Yoko says, the difficulties and worries of entering agriculture create a barrier for some
people. But I think that if there is enough support available for people who really want to do it,
people will start thinking about making it their life work.

Mr. Harrison:
BENICEDKIDIBRENDHDENNTULLDN?

What kind of support do you think will be necessary?

Sakura:




BB ORERRDOD / DN\NDDERIRIEETT, F/iT. BN SBENS| T AD
NDTEZEBZDE MBI TH UV REEZT ANDAEFTREE ZEICTRDLDICBRINET,
Well, there’s financial support, and also support from experienced farmers sharing their
know-how. Also, programs that aid people who are moving from big cities to the country will
be a big help.

Mr. Harrison:

Z27T9M, ZNOSIEHEKETY,

Yes, all of those are important.

Yoko:

SL<ETADEDLIDBXZENDNIE. EVWABREEHRHELOITIBRDERNET, 22, &
EZEBARZEOAODED UTESEEANES P T BEAOMEZDENDDIEHIDEX
SNISNKDICBNET,

With the type of support that Sakura mentioned, | think that it would be easy for young people
to get started. However, Japan’s overall population is declining, so | think it’s highly unlikely
that the farming population will increase.

Sakura:

ZODEUINZE LA, 212, ZDURIKR TERREXIET DILHHL. MEBLEBINET,
EC. EOEMIBIRET, FEZXICTENLE BEAODRDICHEIEHENNTDC CILTEE
TIEEWDEBNET,

| see your point, but even in that situation, | think support for farmers will still be necessary.
Also, with more machines, farming would be easier, so it may be possible to stop the decline in
the number of people farming.

Mr. Harrison:

[E VWA Y FTIR, ECATH& o> ERIIC, T/D/\ D (know-how) ] EUN\DEEE
FENFE LR, S<BbSA, STZAIREFEE UTENWFTI D B5FD—BITI., ZNT Ml
ZFNZEIDFBEDNDNDZET (‘I know howto do it) ] ESSHNDDIC, MFAIZDRFBERF o
CTWET (Il have the know-how) ] CEEZFIT K, LD ULEDS. ZDEDCEEHRIZD
OO OFFINTHDENDRBRKZZSATUNET, ZNT. T/D/\ D] ICXIT DRINDESE
(& Texpertise| (ZERBVREPIRIGE) D FT,

Yes, those are good points. By the way, a minute ago, you used the term “know-how”,
Sakura. This is an example of what is usually a verb that we use as a noun. So instead of
saying, ‘I know how to do it” you can say, “| have the know-how.” However, saying so implies
that your knowledge is somewhat specialized. And so, another word for “know-how” would
be “expertise”.

ST INDSREADPDRIDBEDUTNESDENDBRDA XIREIL TNISHSE
FCEETRIEENDBRDA, SESFXTULR, BARDEHICE. St&. BEZARINEN
EITBDENRZTIDENNTIN,




Well, today, we heard from two different sides—those that think the farming population will
continue to decrease, and those that think that with the right plans we can solve the problem.
For Japan’s sake, we can hope that things will begin to improve.

SO, MBEAODCNHAS] CDNWTTr RNy Y3VLELUE,
FIR2MEE2RQITTUIZ, COHEE. 3h&4HRTT,

Today, we discussed “the future of Japan’s farming population.” That’s all for Eiken Grades 2
and Pre-2. Coming up next is the class for Grades 3 and 4.

Part I Grades 3 & 4

Mr. Harrison:

CHICHBIZ. B A,

FHmDIEHE CI, MO TCNDEFBZE>T. BRREBFICEAFT UL D,

Hello, everyone. It's discussion time. Let's share our opinions with each other using words
we know.

CDODRIF ERIR&4HREITTI,

SHOHBT—VIE TBROEELE TPP] TY,

This class is for Eiken Grade 3 and 4 level listeners. Today’s overall theme is “Japan’s
Agriculture and the TPP.”

SFEMU LSOV TEIZ TPP (L 8FF 10 BICSNENEGR LEUC. TNHS TPP O
WICAITT, SETFADWBFIDFT, TPP DEIRICEDINIE. BADEREICERETRE
ENRSFCENBZSNFKT,

The TPP, which was negotiated for over five years, was agreed to by the participating countries
in October last year. In each country, preparation for the introduction of the TPP will begin.
When the TPP actually comes into effect, it is thought that it will have a large impact on
agriculture in Japan.

COODATIE, EREMOER] 27 —VICELENENCBINET,
In this class, we’ll talk about “agricultural products and their production areas.”

| It's Discussion Time! |

Mr. Harrison:

BTAIF. BRELEGETHEOREEREMZEDESE. EHORTZEDITLLDN?
Everyone, when you buy agricultural products such as fruit and vegetables in your everyday
life, do you look at labels that show where they were produced?

Yoko:




[0\ A HERTREEMOMBRZ L THHE. ECTHEO> TNDIEDDTEFRZILDLDIC
BRDFUIC,

Yes. Ever since | studied agricultural regions in social studies class, | started paying attention
to where things were made.

Mr. Harrison:
SREVA-/N-SETEVWWIZIDESIC EMRAZRE UHIND K IDVERIEHDEIDH?
Have you ever noticed anything from looking at labels while shopping in fruit and vegetable
stores or supermarkets?

Yoko:

SCAEDHBR. TEZLICALA. IYv (A E, BREREL Z2LDIBE. BELERL)
x99,

| think most of the vegetables | buy, such as carrots, potatoes, and green leafy vegetables, are
produced in Japan.

Sakura:

MEEMRTERDCENDODFIIN CEAESFIAIIL—YDITU—TIIN—YREDR
id. FEAEDNEELCBNET,

| sometimes look at labels too, but I think fruits such as kiwifruit and grapefruit are mostly
produced overseas.

Mr. Harrison:
Tld. BEOBRZEAITIDIEZLCE. EDUTENZESOTLLDN?
So, when you go shopping, why do you choose domestically-produced vegetables?

Yoko:
RIFDBADFHICHE > TETOHNTNDNDT, TDEDFERLL, NORMENSTT.,
They’re grown in accordance to the seasons in Japan, so they are delicious and inexpensive.

Sakura:

X ICIFROODSIRND T, FIFCERBOINH5TY, NEEDHBSIE. BEDMCEDHDF
9, ZOBMITTTENEHRRZRED. —&BL\W\TT,

It's because | think they are fresh, as it doesn’t take much time to transport them. With
products produced overseas, | also have some worries about agricultural chemicals. | like
local, freshly harvested vegetables the best.

Mr. Harrison:
ZFOTIDH, GNELHD. FilFE\DZETIN,

| see. Food grown in Japan is in season as well as fresh.

Yoko:




SHIC, BRICEL D TUIEESOBIOEEX CTENRTINTNET, FoEAZSTICR
Uondize. KIWBED'BHDET,

Also, some vegetables have labels with the name and even photos of the producer, which
creates a connection to them and eases my mind.

Sakura:

X2, BORTREDXENWDEEEZE D> TNFET, IXE. BRDERICK > THROZND
RUONT. BRDIEULHDRELCONET,

In our house, we always buy rice grown in Japan. | enjoy eating rice from different areas in
Japan because they each taste different.

Mr. Harrison:

HOMES DD DN BEDD K. BANDPINKEDIENEDDENDTETIA,

So it's good to know who made the products, and there are some products for which Japan is a
major producer.

Tld. RIS, HNEEOCREMEESIEEICIE. EOXDIIEBHLIDHIDITLLDD,
On the other hand, what reasons do you have for choosing foreign-grown agricultural
products?

Yoko:
ZWDBEEDENDEENDNFT, EEAIE NFTFOVYI-—EN>IZEEORMTI,
Sometimes | buy things because they are cheaper. For example, tropical fruit such as
bananas and mangoes.

Sakura:

. BARTEZFEANDEDHRUNESICE. NEBEDEDZEINFET, £EZIFE BR
TIIBTRBNEEICDACEZEBRZNWECESICIENEEDEDZEDCENHDFT,
When | want something that isn’t in season in Japan, | buy foreign-grown products. For
example, in summer when apples aren’t in season in Japan, | sometimes buy foreign-produced
ones.

Mr. Harrison:

FEHDENZNAB U BIDEEBIBADBESENTFORRBREZHARARITICEETDICEE
HBDKLDTI,

Making use of the difference in seasons, foreign producers sometimes grow varieties that are
popular with Japanese consumers specifically for Japan.

Yoko:
FAE, BARTHZODIESNTONINEDEENTET, £EXIE. PRAORTT,

| also buy products that aren’t usually grown in Japan, like avocados.
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Sakura:

MOBIE, F—ADFERDT, REEDF—XEEATNDCEDL DD FET, BARICIERL)
BB HDINSIZZDTY,

My mom likes cheese, and she sometimes chooses foreign-produced cheese. Apparently
there are some types that aren’t made in Japan.

Mr. Harrison:

S, HE. NEEZNZNOXINKRZEA T, BBICH U TEATNDXLDTI,
It sounds like you’re all choosing products according to how you will use them and thinking
about the merits of both local products and foreign products.

E AT, lproduce] EVNVDENEEIIHARXEIDTUNDR, THE. IEEY(produce) ] EUVDHB
2RO TVNDDE, ZNIE IBFFEEDIL—Y] EHEaSRUET, [COR—/N=V—Tv
FTOI—YEBRDFTDBEIECICHOEIN?] REEERGIET Mproduce] [EUIEL
[FEONFT,

By the way, you all know the verb “produce”, but do you know the noun “produce™? It simply
means “fruit and vegetables”. “Produce” is often used in food stores, as in “Where is the
Produce section in this supermarket?”

Tld. BLFKWIC, St TPP DENTDIRE, BRNFEIFITRRERINIE. EEDEEY
23T NEEDRBENEXIDZDEEZ, KDLMIC. BICTDRDICERDNEL
NFLA. BREFTC. BEHAMULEDLS, BATHNEZTI,

So, wrapping up, if trade continues to grow when the TPP comes into effect, we might be able
to see even more varieties of agricultural products, produced both in Japan and overseas, and
at lower prices. So make sure to get information about them and consider carefully when you
choose.

SBI. REYOE] 27 —VICELENFE UL,
Today’s topic was “agricultural products and their production areas.”

SEDTHERAREBOR I EZOBAREBRENAN. T« ANyvY3avVDSERSE. SEDD T
H+ k (http://www.radionikkei.jp/lr) [C38& L CUNFET,

ROE, TATIEIEE (AD] ICDWT, T+ RAYY3VLET,

The English and Japanese transcriptions for this session, as well as the referenced article, are
available on the program website. Next week we will talk about “Artificial Intelligence.”

ONIKKEI RADIO BROADCASTING CORPORATION
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